
Senate Standing Committees on Environment and Communications   
PO Box 6100    
Parliament House  
Canberra ACT 2600 
  

Dear Chairperson, 

What’s happening to our ABC TV 

The acclaimed Natural History Unit has been closed down and outsourced all TV documentary and 
drama, we hear the ABC now plans to sack program-makers and outsource more television 
production to the private sector. 

We understand that ABC management plans to axe The New Inventors and 'rest' Collectors. It will 
axe Art Nation (its only TV arts magazine program) and disband its TV arts unit. This act of cultural 
vandalism will also seriously diminish the ABC’s role as an archivist of important Australian artistic 
achievements. 

The ABC plans to close TV production units altogether in some states. We cannot afford to let this 
happen.  The ABC TV provides the bench mark for quality TV in Australia. 

Australia's public broadcaster is being transformed into a platform for programs that are made by the 
same companies that make commercial television content, and with an eye to commercial sales after 
first screening on the ABC.  

The community is rapidly losing the ABC as the innovator and producer of diverse programs of 
cultural value and intellectual integrity that it is meant to be. 

Radio Arts: Changes that will reduce Radio National arts programming by almost one-sixth are also 
being considered at this time. Maybe it is time to have a participatory review/consultation process and 
use the key stakeholders to lead recommended changes. 

I expect the ABC to be a producer of innovative quality programming in ALL AREAS. I want: 

1. the ABC to be less dependent on outsourced programming  
2. the ABC to be funded and rebuilt so that it has strong specialist units to produce high levels 

of high quality and genuinely local in-house programming in all program genres on radio, TV 
and online  

3. a public broadcaster that is focused on diversity and quality, NOT RATINGS.  

Please add my voice to the content of the equity. 
  
  
 
  
Helen J. Sinclair 
 


