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Question:

Senator WATT: So the Prime Minister was not making any decisions on behalf of the
government about the management of the bushfire crisis while he was in Hawaii?

Mr Gaetjens: | would take that on notice too, because I'm sure that even though people are
away on leave they still take an interest. A person who delegates authority generally, in my
bush lawyer sense, is still able to exercise authority, but I just don't know the details of that
and | would prefer to take that on notice.

Answer:

Under long-standing arrangements, the Prime Minister has signed an instrument that
authorises the Deputy Prime Minister, and if he is unavailable, other minister(s), to exercise
the Prime Minister’s powers and functions in the event of any absence from duty, and for
other reasons. This authorisation would not preclude the Prime Minister from making
decisions on behalf of the Government while on leave.
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Question:

Senator WATT: Can you tell the committee for what period Mr McCormack was the
Acting Prime Minister in December 2019?

Mr Gaetjens: I'd have to take that on notice.

Answer:

15 to 21 December 20109.
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