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Response  

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 2 

The committee recommends that the Australian Government commit to providing 
significant long-term funding to support the implementation of the National Feral Pig 
Action Plan once it is finalised, as well as the proposed National Feral Deer Action Plan. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 3 

The committee recommends that the National Feral Pig Management Coordinator and 
National Deer Management Coordinator each provide an annual report to Commonwealth, 
state and territory parliaments, outlining progress made under the proposed national 
action plans. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 4 

The committee recommends that the Commonwealth, states and territories review the role 
of the National Biosecurity Committee and Environment and Invasives Committee in 
respect of feral species management, to ensure that these forums are operating 
effectively to help coordinate and drive species management outcomes across Australia. 

Recommendation 1 

The committee recommends that the Australian Government, in conjunction with relevant 
stakeholders, develop national priorities for data gathering to address gaps in knowledge 
about the prevalence, range and impacts of feral deer, pigs and goats, identify emerging 
threats and avoid further range extension of these species. 



Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 5 

The committee recommends that the Australian Government undertake an immediate 
review of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
Threat Abatement Plans for feral pigs and feral goats, in light of their perceived 
ineffectiveness. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 6 

The committee recommends that a standalone Key Threatening Process listing for feral 
deer under the EPBC Act be adopted, accompanied by a Threat Abatement Plan, to 
elevate the focus on controlling deer impacts. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 7 

The committee recommends that the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment report annually to Parliament on the status of all Key Threatening Processes 
(KTPs) listed under the EPBC Act, along with information on what monitoring and 
management activities have been undertaken under Threat Abatement Plans associated 
with KTPs. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 



Recommendation 8 

The committee recommends that all Australian jurisdictions make any necessary changes 
to their existing legislative and regulatory frameworks to: 

• ensure that wild deer are treated as an environmental pest; 
• maximise the ability of landholders to control feral deer on their land; and 
• maximise the ability of park managers to control feral deer in World Heritage Areas 

and National Parks. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 9 

The committee recommends that Commonwealth, state and territory governments should 
commit to eliminating feral deer populations in World Heritage Areas, areas of national 
environmental significance, and national biodiversity hotspots. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 10 

The committee recommends that all Australian jurisdictions implement frameworks to 
support the commercial harvesting of feral deer as part of an overall deer management 
strategy. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 



Recommendation 11 

The committee recommends that the national feral species coordinators appointed to date 
(for wild dogs, feral pigs and deer) meet regularly to review successful programs and 
share best practice in relation to measurement, coordination, control methods, methods of 
engagement with stakeholders and community messaging. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 
 

Recommendation 12 

The committee recommends that the national coordinators work with Commonwealth, 
state and territory governments and other stakeholders to develop community education 
initiatives that address the knowledge gaps in the community about feral species impacts. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 
 

Recommendation 13 

The committee recommends that the Australian Government: 
• support the implementation of the forthcoming Model Code of Practice for the 

humane control of feral deer, with associated Standard Operating Procedures; and 
• update the current Model Codes of Practice for feral pigs and goats and relevant 

SOPs in relation to pigs and goats to ensure best practice. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 
 

Recommendation 14 

The committee recommends that the Australian Government commit funding towards a 
second long-term grant agreement for the Centre for Invasive Species Solutions (CISS), 
to provide for ongoing research activities by CISS beyond the expiration of the current 
agreement in 2022. 

Response 

NOTED 



The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 15 

The committee recommends that as priority control programs for feral deer, pigs and 
goats are identified, Commonwealth, state and territory governments should ensure that 
adequate long-term funding is appropriated to enable successful implementation of these 
programs. This will include programs developed under the National Feral Pig Action Plan 
and proposed National Feral Deer Action Plan. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 16 

The committee recommends that the Australian Bureau of Agricultural Resource 
Economics and Sciences conduct an updated Pest Animal and Weed Management 
Survey to provide current information on pest species impacts on agricultural values and 
control measures being undertaken by landholders. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 

 

Recommendation 17 

The committee recommends that the Australian Government direct the Productivity 
Commission to review the costings and funding models necessary to appropriately 
manage invasive species in Australia. 

Response 

NOTED 

The Government notes this recommendation. However, given the passage of time since this 
report was tabled, a substantive Government response is no longer appropriate. 


