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Dear Committee Secretary;  
 

Space Exploration Technologies Corp. (SpaceX) is pleased to offer the following information to 

the Australian Parliament’s Joint Standing Committee on the National Capital and External 

Territories (the Committee) in response to its inquiry regarding the availability and access to 

enabling communications infrastructure in Australia's external territories.  Given the emergence 

of new technologies with the potential to provide reliable and high-quality broadband to all 

Australian citizens, however remote, SpaceX applauds the Committee’s inquiry and appreciates 

this opportunity to provide input. 

SpaceX is rapidly deploying Starlink, a constellation of satellites designed to provide high-speed, 

low-latency broadband services directly to end-users around the world, including in Australia.  In 

March 2018, the United States Federal Communications Commission (FCC) authorized SpaceX to 

construct, launch, and operate a constellation of 4,425 satellites operating in low-earth orbit. 

Since then, SpaceX has launched more than 1,000 satellites, deployed a supporting ground 

network around the world and initiated beta services for customers in the United States, Canada 

and the United Kingdom. Within its coverage area, Starlink can easily be shipped, set-up and 

running within minutes, with download speeds ranging between 50 – 150 Mb/s and latency well 

below 50 milliseconds.  SpaceX continues to expand our satellite constellation and develop its 

global ground network to enhance Starlink service quality and reliability, as well as its geographic 

coverage. 

In Australia, SpaceX projects it will have sufficient coverage from its on-orbit constellation to 

provide broadband connectivity for much of Australian territory within early 2021.  SpaceX is also 
actively pursuing the relevant regulatory authorizations in Australia needed for Starlink satellites 
and ground infrastructure and services.  
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