
18 h October 2020 
 

To the Senate Commun ty Affa rs eg s at on Comm ttee, 

 am wr t ng th s subm ss on n regard to the Soc a  Serv ces and Other eg s at on Amendment 
(Extens on of Coronav rus Support) B  2020. 

F rst y, a tt e about myse f.  am a s ng e transgender woman who s unemp oyed and on Newstart; 
stat st ca y, ’m n the h ghest r sk category for many th ngs nc ud ng depress on, anx ety and be ng stuck 
n unemp oyment.  was d sm ssed from my emp oyment ast year n unfa r c rcumstances, around 6 
months before the COV D-19 pandem c h t.  have been unab e to f nd emp oyment, so  have used the 
Coronav rus ear y re ease of super to pay for v ng expenses and he p set up a sma  bus ness to 
supp ement my Jobseeker ncome. 

 w sh to focus on Part 1  COV D-19 Supp ement, as th s affects me d rect y and has the potent a  to 
affect my fe n a negat ve manner.  am current y gett ng by on the current Jobseeker rate p us 
Coronav rus Supp ement of $250/fortn ght, a though  am stretched th n. S nce the reduct on of the 
supp ement from $550/fortn ght to $250/fortn ght,  have had to cance  my gym membersh p and have 
reduced my eat ng of hea thy unches, rep ac ng them w th packet nood es/pasta, bread and canned 
soup as th s s a   can afford.  am unab e to run my car for severa  days at the end of each fortn ght, as 
 am unab e to afford petro . Th s s affect ng my ab ty to get to ob agency appo ntments or hand n 
resumes n person where requ red. 

Not be ng ab e to go the gym has affected my menta  hea th negat ve y;  en oy exerc se and the soc a  
aspect.  a so requ re gu dance wh e exerc s ng from the tra ners n the gym as  have pr or back n ur es; 
mean ng that exerc se outs de the gym s d ff cu t for me.  was successfu y head ng back to a hea thy 
we ght, so  can avo d future hea th comp cat ons, however th s s now out of reach. 

 am concerned that f the supp ement s owered beyond the $250, to $150 per fortn ght as has been 
suggested,  w  be unab e to afford to pay my current rent nor ut ty b s.  am current y shar ng rent 
w th two other adu ts n a house; my share s current y $245/week.  cannot downs ze; desp te many 
weeks of search ng  have found no cheaper su tab e opt ons. 

For reference, on the or g na  rate of Newstart, between the per od of October 2019 to March 2020,  
amassed over $5000 n renta  and ut ty debts. The Coronav rus Ear y Super Re ease a owed me to pay 
th s off and keep a roof over my head.  am deep y concerned that th s w  happen aga n shou d the 
supp ement be cut, th s t me w th no hope of pay ng off these debts. 

 have been app y ng for obs w th no success s nce October ast year.  am current y study ng Strata 
Management and obta n ng my RSA to he p obta n a ob, however  have had no response to any of my 
app cat ons s nce March 2020. Th s s unusua ; pr or to the pandem c  was genera y ab e to get severa  
nterv ews w th n weeks of beg nn ng to app y and usua y rece ved pos t ve feedback regard ng my 
resume from prospect ve emp oyers.  have a so noted that regu ar y Seek states that every s ng e ob  
app y for has over 100 app cants; th s f gure was usua y around 30-50 before COV D-19. 

As such,  fee  that t w  be some t me before   and peop e ke me - can rea st ca y expect to obta n a 
ob.  a so st  have a ong way to go before my bus ness prov des an ncome.  am concerned that f the 
supp ement s cut to $150/fortn ght, as  w  have to red rect any earn ngs towards rent and ut t es,  
w  not be ab e to afford mater a s for my bus ness e ther. Th s w  render my bus ness noperab e, r ght 
as  am beg nn ng to make a sma  prof t, and cou d potent a y resu t n my eventua  home essness. 

 am not a one n th s; many peop e on Jobseeker and Youth A owance n the commun ty groups  
part c pate n report s m ar s tuat ons, nc ud ng hav ng to g ve up what tt e enterta nment expenses they 
have and sk pp ng mea s. 
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We are a ready v ng c ose to the poverty ne   rece ve $461/week, versus the $457/week poverty ne 
(as set by OECD measures, us ng f gures from 2017-2018). A cut to $150/week w  drop peop e ke 
me more than $50/week be ow the poverty ne, through no fau t of our own. We a ready have cut out a  
non essent a s; there s noth ng eft to g ve and many w  be at r sk of home essness on a ower rate. 

The so ut on to th s ssue s s mp e; ma nta n the current rate of Jobseeker and Youth A owance - 
nc ud ng the $250/fortn ght Coronav rus Supp ement  beyond December 31s . We dea y need t 
extended ndef n te y at th s po nt, as t may take years yet for the obs that have been ost to the market 
to return, however hav ng some peace of m nd hav ng t extended for at east another 6 months wou d 
go a ong way to a ay ng anx ety and menta  hea th ssues. 

Yours S ncere y, 
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