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3 March 2016

Committee Secretary

Senate Standing Committees on Environment and Communications
PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Submission to Senate Committee inquiry into the use of Tasmanian
bumblebees for commercial pollination purposes

Dear Secretary,

The attached fact sheet about the proposal to use bumblebees in Tasmania for
pollination is self-explanatory.

The Invasive Species Council believes that it is already well established that
bumblebees are efficient pollinators of tomatoes, as has been demonstrated in many
other countries.

We believe that this proposal is a ‘foot in the door’ strategy to remove impediments
to introducing and using bumblebees on mainland Australia. If the ban on using
illegally imported species is removed, this will create a strong incentive to shift the
bees illegally to the mainland and to introduce new varieties of bumblebees. This
may also have the flow-on effect of stimulating the illegal release into Australia of
other harmful invasive species.

We strongly urge the Senate committee to reject any changes to the status of
bumblebees in Australia due to the likely significant environmental impacts.

The fact sheet and associated references address most of the inquiry’s terms of
references.

[ would be happy to elaborate on this submission in person.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Cox
CEO

web: www.invasives.org.au ABN 27 101 522 829
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