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Sunshine Coast leads the way on growth 
Significant population growth and increases in high value exports have supported the Sunshine Coast 
to become the second highest performing regional economy in the state of Queensland.  

The House Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Transport and Cities  will travel to the Sunshine 
Coast tomorrow to conduct a public hearing examining how this growth is being accommodated in a 
socially and environmentally sustainable manner.  

Committee Chair, Mr John Alexander OAM MP said that the public hearing is one of the last to be 
conducted as part of the Committee’s inquiry into the development of cities. 

“The Committee is visiting a number of regional centres as we near the conclusion of our inquiry, in 
recognition of their importance to Australia’s ongoing liveability and prosperity,” Mr Alexander said. 

“Capital cities have hit upon a number of liveability and sustainability issues as they have expanded 
to accommodate growing populations and we’d like to ensure smaller cities learn from these 
mistakes and reorient urban development to best practice approaches.” 

In a submission to the inquiry, the Sunshine Coast Council noted that “the region experienced a 
10.1 per cent growth in population over a five year period (2008-2013)” and significant future 
growth is forecast.  

It noted that, “the way of accommodating growth on the Sunshine Coast will change, from the 
historic pattern of being accommodated through urban expansion, to a pattern of growth being 
primarily accommodated through urban consolidation and infill development (which is predicted to 
accommodate 62% of all population growth)”. 

Public hearing details: 9.00 am – 2.30 pm, Thursday, 3 May 2018, Council Room, Chancellery, 
Building C, University of the Sunshine Coast, 90 Sippy Downs Drive 

9.00 am: Sunshine Coast Council 
9.40 am: University of the Sunshine Coast 
10.40 am: Coast2Bay Housing Coop 
     Stockland 
     OSCAR 
12.30 pm: Sunshine Coast Chamber Alliance 
      Sunshine Coast Business Council 
      Visit Sunshine Coast 

     Maroochydore Chamber of Commerce 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/ITC/DevelopmentofCities/Terms_of_Reference
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=M3M
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=33599b22-7457-4c4f-a3e2-6b47c2fdda74&subId=562189


 
1.30 pm: RAIL Back on Track 
   Sunshine Coast Airport 
2.30 pm: Close 
 
The hearing will be broadcast live at aph.gov.au/live 
Further information on the inquiry, including the full terms of reference, is available on 
the Committee website. 

Media enquiries: 
Mr John Alexander OAM MP (Bennelong, NSW), Chair of the House of Representatives Standing 
Committee on Infrastructure, Transport and Cities  
Brendan Roberts, media advisor (02) 9869 4288, john.alexander.mp@aph.gov.au 
 
For background:  
House Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Transport and Cities 
(02) 6277 2352  
itc.reps@aph.gov.au 
www.aph.gov.au/itc 
 
Interested members of the public may wish to track the inquiry via the Committee’s website. 
Click on the blue ‘Track Committee’ button in the bottom right hand corner and use the forms to 
login to My Parliament or to register for a My Parliament account. 
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