
Answers to Questions on Notice 
 
Please see below the responses from NT EPA to the following verbal questions that 
were taken on notice at the public hearing.  
 
Questioner QoN  Response 

Chair Which clients Dr Vogel 
has worked with for Purple  

1. Cockburn Cement 
2. Preston Consulting 
3. K + S Ashburton Salt 
4. Norseman Gold 
5. Valperlon Group 
6. Australian Potash 
7. Iluka 
8. VRX Minerals 
9. FBI CRC 
10. GM Property Group 
11. Perth Airport 
12. MZI Minerals 
13. Tallis Lithium 
14. Hastings Technology Metals 
15. Contract Resources 
16. Tian An - Pt Grey 
17. Kidman Resources 
18. CITIC – Sino Iron 
19. Australian Silica 
20. Pitcher Partners – Pluton Resources 
21. Sheffield Resources 
22. Bunbury Energy 

David 
Pocock  

What level of benzene, 
BTEX or formaldehyde 
does the EPA think is 
acceptable for human 
health 

The National Environment Protection (Air Toxics) 
Measure provides human health monitoring 
investigation levels for BTEX and formaldehyde 
(Table 2). 
 
Where levels above these thresholds are 
detected further investigation is recommended.  
Further information is available on the  NEPM 
(Air Toxics) website.  
 

Chair When did you determine 
that there would be no 
further assessment 
beyond accepting 
Tamboran's environment 
management plan? When 
was the time frame of that 
decision made? 

The Tamboran EMP was submitted to the 
Department under regulation 6 of the Petroleum 
(Environment) Regulations on 1 December 2023. 
It was published for public comment for a month 
commencing on 12 December 2023. 
 
The Minister of Environment, who is responsible 
for administering the Petroleum (Environment) 
Regulations, has requested the NT EPA review 
every EMP to provide advice to her on whether 
or not the approval criteria of the Petroleum 
(Environment) Regulations have been met. 
 
This advice is separate and apart from the 
assessment that is undertaken by the 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.au%2FF2007B01121%2Fasmade%2Ftext&data=05%7C02%7Cec.sen%40aph.gov.au%7C6a0cf2424b444f2dd0f908dc9fe40b87%7Cf6214c153a9947d1b862c9648e927316%7C0%7C0%7C638561049324860182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ovaCa1%2FQdfdFBHZKcvv1g4vbS1AAZ6ZWGQ%2F5aGurMoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.au%2FF2007B01121%2Fasmade%2Ftext&data=05%7C02%7Cec.sen%40aph.gov.au%7C6a0cf2424b444f2dd0f908dc9fe40b87%7Cf6214c153a9947d1b862c9648e927316%7C0%7C0%7C638561049324860182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ovaCa1%2FQdfdFBHZKcvv1g4vbS1AAZ6ZWGQ%2F5aGurMoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nepc.gov.au%2Fnepms%2Fair-toxics&data=05%7C02%7Cec.sen%40aph.gov.au%7C6a0cf2424b444f2dd0f908dc9fe40b87%7Cf6214c153a9947d1b862c9648e927316%7C0%7C0%7C638561049324872948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qRLk%2FMMEUcijZ0O720bf%2BY4A8mSETnRK0IycB%2FMjZKk%3D&reserved=0


Department of Environment, Parks and Water 
Security.  The NT EPA provided advice to 
Minister Worden on the Tamboran EMP on 10 
May 2024. This advice is public as per link: 
ntepa-advice.PDF 
 
At the time the NT EPA assessed the EMP under 
the Petroleum (Environment) Regulations the NT 
EPA also formed the view that the EMP did not 
need to be referred to the NT EPA under the 
Environment Protection Act for an environmental 
impact assessment. This decision is public as per 
link: ntepa-advice.PDF. 
 
In summary, the EMP was assessed by the 
Department and the NT EPA under the 
Petroleum (Environment) Regulations. It was not 
assessed under the Environment Protection Act. 
 

Chair Communication between 
Dr Vogel and Minister 
Worden's office to be 
tabled.  

The NT EPA’s advice to the Minister is public as 
per link: ntepa-advice.PDF.  

David 
Pocock  

Information regarding the 
EPA's ambient measuring 
of benzene.  

The EPA does not measure benzene at its air 
quality monitoring stations (AQMS). Benzene is 
measured quarterly by Inpex at the Stokes Hill 
AQMS on a voluntary basis when the AGRU are 
offline. Results are provided to the NT EPA. The 
EPA does not publish the data provided by Inpex 
on its website. Questions regarding the 
publication of these results should be directed to 
Inpex. 
 
All other information about the Territory’s air 
quality monitoring regime is available on the NT 
EPA’s website 
[https://nt.gov.au/environment/environment-data-
maps/air-quality-monitoring] and also in a 
regulatory statement recently published by the 
Department. 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdepws.nt.gov.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fpdf_file%2F0011%2F1391357%2Fntepa-advice.PDF&data=05%7C02%7Cec.sen%40aph.gov.au%7C6a0cf2424b444f2dd0f908dc9fe40b87%7Cf6214c153a9947d1b862c9648e927316%7C0%7C0%7C638561049324881566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N14CuG2vRui12Fo%2FriG%2FmwASbXeVvzrURQ95hivpFd8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdepws.nt.gov.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fpdf_file%2F0011%2F1391357%2Fntepa-advice.PDF&data=05%7C02%7Cec.sen%40aph.gov.au%7C6a0cf2424b444f2dd0f908dc9fe40b87%7Cf6214c153a9947d1b862c9648e927316%7C0%7C0%7C638561049324888296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ud3kMqazuDS3wgRm%2F4VAXPwWJtIysJMaX%2FEhN1n2dbU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdepws.nt.gov.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fpdf_file%2F0011%2F1391357%2Fntepa-advice.PDF&data=05%7C02%7Cec.sen%40aph.gov.au%7C6a0cf2424b444f2dd0f908dc9fe40b87%7Cf6214c153a9947d1b862c9648e927316%7C0%7C0%7C638561049324893779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g0tfwNqk0A79lsw045MGeARdGCYzAmXXXCWFuc08uqk%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnt.gov.au%2Fenvironment%2Fenvironment-data-maps%2Fair-quality-monitoring&data=05%7C02%7Cec.sen%40aph.gov.au%7C6a0cf2424b444f2dd0f908dc9fe40b87%7Cf6214c153a9947d1b862c9648e927316%7C0%7C0%7C638561049324899331%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ngEG6QFgXM2pVur%2B6e6B8NIzEl3%2FkbbqLqIfyOUTtl8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fntepa.nt.gov.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fpdf_file%2F0004%2F1369678%2Fregulatory-statement-regulation-lng-other-emissions.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cec.sen%40aph.gov.au%7C6a0cf2424b444f2dd0f908dc9fe40b87%7Cf6214c153a9947d1b862c9648e927316%7C0%7C0%7C638561049324904948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XX1p%2B0GSGKClcSyA1hX2vyrGS401PDA%2BLgxmuJ4O5ME%3D&reserved=0

