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The Chinese Literary Association is an incorporated association on Christmas Island in the Indian 

Ocean which sits in the Lingiari Electorate for federal voting. Its aims are to pursue prosperity 

for all Christmas Islanders and to pass on and maintain Chinese social, heritage and cultural 

practices to the young generation on the island. There has been a CLA type association since 

the first days of colonisation on Christmas Island by the British with indentured Chinese coolies 

at the end of the 19th century. We have an active membership today and are in pursuit of our 

organisational goals energetically. 

One of the greatest struggles the CLA fought with all Islanders in the 20th century was the right 

to be recognised as equals to mainland Australians. There was an active discrimination regime 

on the Island set up by the British and continued by the Australian Government after it took 

over in 1958, making us part of the nation. The battles were won and we are Australian citizens 

today with equal rights to mainlanders, something our ancestors could never have dared to 

dream. We no longer have a separate bus to the whites. We no longer have a separate school. 

We can own property. We can run for Parliament. We can vote.  
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