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Mr Scott Buchholz MP
Chair
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mr Buchholz,

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT — ENGINE TEST CELL 1 UPRGRADE
PROJECT, RAAF BASE AMBERLEY, QUEENSLAND

This letter is to inform the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works (PWC) of the
nature and extent of community consultation undertaken as part of the proposed Engine Test
Cell 1 Upgrade Project (the Project).

The objectives of the community consultation undertaken by Defence were to ensure that the
community:

a. was well informed about the Project by using effective and proven communication
channels to convey details of the proposed works; and

b. had every opportunity to raise issues of concern or seek further information so that
wherever feasible, they could be addressed by Defence in its program of works.

Multiple activities were undertaken in accordance with the Project's Stakeholder and
Community Consultation Plan, namely:

a. Correspondence sent by email to local groups, State and Federal members with the
offer of individual briefings upon request. A list of the members and groups
consulted is at Annex A, with a short description of the outcomes of the
consultation. An example of the correspondence and accompanying Fact Sheet
sent from 4 December 2017 to the members and respective groups is provided at
Annex B and Annex C respectively.

b. Advertisements promoting the single Public Information Session were placed in
local newspapers from Thursday 30 November 2017 until Thursday
7 December 2017, Publications included the Ipswich Advertiser and The
Queensland Times. An example advertisement is provided at Annex D.

c. One Public Information Session was held on 7 December 2017 at the Ipswich
Civic Centre as summarised by Annex E, including matters raised by attendees.
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d. A sample of the displays used at the Public Information Session is provided at
Annex F.

e. The Amberley Consultative Working Group (ACWG) was briefed by the RAAF
Base Amberley Base Support Manager (BSM) when it met on 14 November 2017.
The ACWG meets quarterly and is chaired by the Air Base Executive Officer and
attended by Base representatives, State and Local Government representatives,
representatives from community organisations and neighbouring residents.

f. A web page was created on the Department of Defence’s website regarding the
Project at www.defence.pov.au/id/etel; it was viewed 167 times between
4 December 2017 and 10 January 2018. This web page provided information
regarding the project itself as well as information about the Public Information
Session to promote attendance and inquiries. A sample of the website content is
provided at Annex G.

Although limited, feedback received was both positive and neutral; this included incidental
media reporting such as that shown at Annex H. The community were interested in noise,
vibration and employment opportunities. It was expected that traffic impacts would be raised
as an issue of concern, but this did not eventuate. Defence agreed to consider ground vibration

measurement due to engine testing and to communicate actions and outcomes-relating to this
matter through the ACWG.

Defence is satisfied that it has taken all reasonable steps using a variety of methods to inform
the Community about the Project and to provide opportunities for the Community to raise
concerns and questions.

M. J'"GALTON, DSC

Brigadier

Director General

Capital Facilities and Infrastructure

LY January 2018

Annexes:

List of Stakeholders Consulted
Sample Stakeholder Letter
Fact Sheet

Newspaper advertising

Public Information Session
Sample of display boards
Woebsite content

Media coverage
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ANNEX B TO
AF31948699
JANUARY 2018
SAMPLE STATEHOLDER LETTER
i, Ausiralian Government
i lh;;rl_mmr Defence Jnint Strike Fighter Division
Capability Aoguisition and Office BF1-2-056
Susiznrument G PO Box T922
CANBERRA BC ACT 2510
FpERTI62
KAME
TITLE
ADDRESS
ADDRESS

Dear Sir - Madain

1 aun writing to you on behalf of the Depariment of Diefenee reparding the proposed upgrade of an
cxasting facility at RAAF Basc Amberley.

Amberlcy is home la a specialist facility thal tests the atrcraft engines of RAAF's F A-18F Super
Homet and £°A-18G Growler flest, The Engine Test Cell 1 (ETC1) Wperade projeet will modify the
cxisiing Facility to be capable of ¢esting F-35 Lightning IT atreraft cngines while retaining the
capabaity to test Super Homet and Growler aircrafl engines.

In apticipation of this vpgrade being referred 1o the Pahamemary Standing Committez on Public
Works (PWC). we are commmencing local stakieholder and commumiry consultation which ts an
impoctant part of providing the PWC with a balanced view of the proposed warks.

You arc invited fo review this proposal and to stend a Conummmity Information Sessien 1o be held on
Thursday, 7 December 2017 at the Ipswich Clvie Centre 4:30 ~ 7:30 pm. You may attend at any
time througheut this session.

Onee referved to PWC, the fll Statenent of Evidence will be available at
www_aph povsuPurlismcntery Bnsmess Committcos Joint Poblie Works whene formal submissions
can alst be fodged.

Sulyect 1o Parlimnguiary approval. construction 1s proposed to begin in second-guarter of 2018 and
eonchude by fourth-quarter 201%. Enclosed for vour reference is a project fact sheet. If you have any
questions or require additional infonmation please send an email ko ol Encwgsomgage. com.an o
write 1o the address b the top of this page.

The ETC 1 Upgrade is an impertant clement @ delivering the F-38A capability to mect Australia‘s
fuhwe 2ir combat needs while helping to enswe Amberkey’s long-terms role as a venue for military jet
etigine maintenance, delivaing long term economic benicfits to the South-East Queensland ccomomy.

Yours sincencly

SF Green
Group Captate
Project Diregter — F-35 In-Service Support

Wavember 2017

Figure B-1 —Stakeholder Letier
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FACT SHEET

Australian Gonvrament
Depurimenn of Defente

FACT SHEET
Engine Test Cell 1 (ETC1) Upgrade Project

Background

The F-35 Lightning 11 Joint Strike Fighter {JSF) Program iz curvently the largest defence program in
the world. Led by the United States it s a cooperative program with a membership of nine partners
worldwide including Australia.

The Australian F-35A Project is {ntroducing a fifth generation ablr combat rapability to meet Australia’s
futuee alr comban and strike needs bevond 2030.

The Australian F-35 Project s delivering 72 F-35A aircraft as well as faclities, weapons and new
support systems to meet the fifth generation capabllity requirements. The F-3%A capability will
transform the way Alr Force and Defence will operate in the future,

There will e three operational F-35A squadrons; twa at RAAF Base Williamiown, NSW and one at
RAAF Base Tindal, NT: and a tralning squadzron at RAAT Base Williamtown,

The worldwide F-35 fleet will be supparted by the F-356 Global Support Sclution providing logistics
sirpport to F-35 gperatars to Increase capability, availabiiity and affordabifity through economies of
srale, interoperability and internatlonal cooperatlon.

Australia has been assigned the F- 35 englne maintenance, repair, overbaul and upgrade responsibility
for the Asia Pacific Region. Engine testing is part of this role. Australla will service a regional volune
of F-35 engines a5 part of the Global Support System.

For more infoniiation o the F-35A capability risit www sirforee gov.ag
What is the ETC1 Upgrade Projeai?

The ETC1 Projeet involves the upprade of (he existing ETCL facility to enable testing of an vninstalled F-33
engiaz, while retaintng the ability to test the Super Hornet and Growler engines. This requires a restrogturs
of the faeslity,

Subject to Parliamentary approval, ETC! Upgrade conshructson is praposed to begin in seeond-gmarter of
2018 and conglugde by fourth-quarier 2019

The ETC{ Upgrade Project represents a $23.7 willion imvestment i Defence capability.

Figure C-1 — Page 1 of Fact Sheet
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C-2
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Community benefits

During the construction period. up to 120 personnel will be emplayed in construction and fit-oul activitics.
Thee Project Mouager wall aim 1o maxinuse opportuniies for local industry panticipation in order to provide
a posilive cconomic inpact for the region.

Tis project will help ensnre Ambeeley’s long-tern role as a venue for miliary jet sngine mamtenance.
delivering lotig tenn economic bemefis 10 the South-East Queensland sconomy,

Environmental considerations

The ETC'1 Project is expected 1o have minimat impaet on the canmmunity during consiruction as it is well
within RAAF Base Amberley's boundaries and will only involve upprades to an existing building.

Traffic impacts on the local community are expected to be minimal_ A specific Traffic Manageimen Plan
will be developed by the Construction Cantractor and access ke the sile will be from the Contractor Gate on
Hansens Road to mimmisz disruphion.

Noise from engine test opmiations wirlin the upgraded ETC) faeality is expected to have minimal bopact o
the conumuniry. The upgrade to the facility mcludes acoustic treatments that will ensire noise from the
operation of the facility will have Jess muypact on the conieuanity 1han the base’s daily jer movemenis,

The Project is ot expecied to have any impact on Indigenous or non-Indigenous enttural heritage values.
The removal and disposal of any hazardans materials wifl be nudertaken in nccordance with the relevant
health and safety guidclines by an appropriately licenced operator.

An Enviromuental Report has identified and addressed potential envirorunental and heritage inspacts. The
Environmesdtal Report can be viewed at hitp:www.defence. gov.awid Tiefaull asp

Next steps

All infrastructure projects worth in excess of $15 million are subject to approval by the Federal Parliament
afier review by the Parliamentaty Standing Committee on Public Works (PWO).

Drefence is commutted to ensuring thal the views of the local community and other stakeholders are
considered. An important part of this process is ensuring the conmmunity has an oppartunity to provide
submissions regarding the projest

The PWC Hennng is yet to I:r-e scheduled bul \'i.lll be adv :rhs.cd in lm:al newspapers and on the PWC website

at = ' l i .
The De[’enr:e webme nlm contains m!'nnnalmn abuul the ETC 1 ngmde praject gt ;
Eitagr: v defence govanad etel

Figure C-2 — Page 2 of Fact Sheet
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ANNEX D TO

~ AF31948699
JANUARY 2018

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

Australian Government

Department of Defence

Notice of Public Information Session

Engine Test Cell 1 (ETC1) Upgrade Project at
RAAF Base Amberley

The Department of Defence is holding a public information
session to outline the proposed modification of the ETC1
facility to be capable of testing the F-35 Lightning II aircraft’s
engine while retaining the capability to test the F/A-18F

Super Homet and E/A-18G Growler aircraft engines, and seek
feedback from the conununity.

The ETC1 Upgrade Project is to be reviewed by the
Parliamentary Standing Cominittee on Public Works (PWC).
For more information on the PWC process and how to make a
submission, please go to www.defence.gov.aw/id/etcl

Comnnity members are welcome to drop-in to the public
information session at any time during the hours below.

When: Thursday, 7 December 2017

Time: 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Where: Ipswich Civic Centre located at Limestone St
& Nicholas St, Ipswich QLD

For more information eniail etcl@@newgateengage.com.an
S

Figure D-1 — Newspaper advertising
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ANNEXE TO
AF31948699
JANUARY 2018

PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION

A single Public Information Session was held on Thursday, 7 December 2017, at the Ipswich Civic Centre, over
a three-hour period starting at 4:30pm. The Public Information Session was attended by 12 people and this was
in line with Project expectations considering that the proposed works are within the Base and of a far smaller
magnitude than separate works already underway at the Base.

Project personnel plus the RAAF Base Amberley Base Support Manager were on hand at the sessions to answer
questions. The Fact Sheet already emailed to targeted stakeholders was available as a take-away for those who
atiended to ensure consistent messaging.

The room was configured with a series of display boards that talked to key project areas. The display boards
explained the project, provided information around environmental considerations and the next steps in the
approval process.

Figure E-1 -Public Information Session at the Ipswich Civic Centre

A summary of the issues raised during the Public Information Session, as well as Defence’s
response to these issues, is shown in the table below.

ISSUE/QUESTIONS RAISED BY RESPONSE PROVIDED

Will the noise levels of the new Local resident and Noise generated by the day-to-day
facility be greater than what they ~ member of ACWG operation of the facility will be mitigated
currently are? by in-built acoustic dampening measures.

The anticipated operation noise levels are
below average conversation levels at the

2000m radius.
Is there currently vibration Local resident and Defence doesn’t monitor ground vibration
monitoring carried out on the member of ACWG levels on the Base. Defence agreed to
Base? If not is it possible to do so assess the need for ground vibration
as [ feel vibrations at night time measurement due to engine testing and
when I am sleeping. communicate actions and outcomes

relating to this issne through the ACWG.

UNCLASSIFIED
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ISSUE/QUESTIONS RAISED BY RESPONSE PROVIDED
What employment opportunities Representative from the The Project will aim to maximise
will become available? Department of State opportunities for local industry
Development participation through early
communication and consultation.
Defence agreed to keep the
representatives included in future project
updates.
Can I please have a copy of the Member of the public Copies of the display boards were

display board information?

provided on & December 2017 via email.
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ANNEX FTO
AF31948699
JANUARY 2018

SAMPLE OF DISPLAY BOARDS

Waicetnl 1 tha ety informtion sesicn bor i Engine Sest Geft 1 {ETC1) Upgrade Project.
The purpins ol indorm #he project sndinvies
teadback.

“Mipteddatitivey irom Dalencs and the proect isem are svaiebie 50 YOU CAR ek QUASTSNE. Your
Commenia fodey wit ke
an Pulsic. Worke W)

About RAAF Base Amberiey

%t A,
vaar

Main infrastructure
projects
0 o e Bnee:

1) C- 17 bamtwranog Fi 1y Avpeat dooe ang
FmooasantaETirs

€ 58000 Prusa & B vloi aciny P
1) w6249 Growe: Factiua Pt
0 A-Traltc Coros

About the project

What is the ETC1?

ik P e R WY
[

i ey i,

Figure F-1 - Sample of Display Boards (originals printed at Al size)
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ANNEX G TO

AF31948699
JANUARY 2018

WEBSITE CONTENT

Engine Test Cell 7 :Dep: X

C @ wwesdelence.govausid =1/

Engine Test Cell 1 Upgrade
Project

Home

Home 1D Introduction ID Contacts

Search Defence searly . M pefence » T Mimsters Navy b Army & A Poeee

Defence Infrastructure Division

Engine Test Cell 1 (ETC1) Upgrade Project

The ETC1 Upgrade Project at RAAF Base Amberley & one of the many defence capability projects that will deliver
significant jofs and econemic opportunities.

‘What is the ETC: Upgrade Project?

RAAF Base Amberley will be the home base for regional F-35 engine depot maintenance, including testing of
engines, for all eountries operating the F-35 in the Asia-Pacific region. It is also an essential aspect of kesping our

planes in the air and ensuring safe operations, as well as ensuring Amberley's long-term role as a maintenance
provider.

Figure G-1 — Screenshot taken 19 December 2017 from address hitp://www.defence gov.aw/id/etel/
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ANNEXHTO

AF31948699
JANUARY 2018

MEDIA COVERAGE

The following article was published in the Queensland Times on December 4, 2017. It was
retrieved from online from https://www.qt.com.aunews/growler-lighining-super-hornets-
engines-tested-at-/3281932/ on 12 December 2017,
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