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I am writing to you to oppose the proposed AUKUS deal. Here are my reasons.

1

The AUKUS deal will provoke an arms race with China which will destabilise the entire Indo-Pacific region and lead to increased
conflict in our region. China is our number one trading partner. Entering an arms race with China will seriously jeapardise our economic
interests with potential massive financial costs. Entering an arms race with China will also make us more of a target for attack.

The proposal is extremely expensive and we know from past experience that these type of high tech defence projects usually run
massively over budget. So it is safe to say that the cost will be well over $386 billion.

The AUKUS deal will make us completely subservient to the USA. These submarines will not really be owned by Australia; the US and
the UK will retain complete control over crucial technologies that operate the subs. Without active support from the US and the UK the
subs will not be able to operate.

There are very real risks that the USA will cease to be a functioning democracy in the near future. There are no contingency plans for this
eventuality. The USA is complicit in war crimes that Israel is committing through the supply of weapons. Both the Republicans and the
Democrats support this policy. By entering the AUKUS agreement Australia will bear legal and moral responsibility for participating in
war crimes.

These subs will not be built in Australia. There are massive technical and labour force impediments to this ever happening. The promises
made about building submarines here are always deliberately vague about the time line.

The US cannot make enough of the subs for their own needs and are running way behind schedule. Delivery of submarines to Australia
will be massively delayed, however Australia has already started making payments.

This is a very expensive proposal that gives all the benefits to the USA and the UK with many of the up front costs being paid by
Australia.

Australia will be receiving large amounts of nuclear waste from the USA and from the UK as part of this arrangement.
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Yours sincerely,
Stephen Clendinnen





