
 

 

 
22 November 2017 
 
The Hon. Stuart Robert MP 
Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
PO Box 6021 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 

Submission on Space Vehicle Tracking and Communication Facilities Treaty 
 
 
Dear Mr Robert,  

 

The National Committee for Space and Radio Science (NCSRS) of the Australian Academy of 
Science (the Academy) welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission on the proposed 
Agreement between the Government of Australia and the Government of the United States of 
America for Space Vehicle Tracking and Communication Facilities. 

The NCSRS notes the long history of the proposed Agreement, stretching back to the early 
1960s, largely in the form of a succession of Exchanges of Notes covering the establishment, 
maintenance and operation of the various facilities covered therein. As such, the proposed 
Agreement amounts to a consolidation of provisions contained in those Notes into a single 
document. 

We also note these facilities deliver substantial dividends to both parties. For Australia, it allows 
some of our leading scientists access to world class astronomy facilities at a reduced cost, with 
the data collected being used by organisations such as Geoscience Australia, and the Bureau of 
Meteorology. For the United States, the facilities play a significant role in in NASA’s space 
programs such as their human and robotic missions, scientific satellites and deep space probes 
exploring our solar system. 

Taken together, these facilities, the data they generate, and the co-operation between 
Australian and United States’ scientists deliver substantial benefits for Australia’s broader 
national, and scientific, interests. 

Against this background, the NCSRS supports the Agreement’s aim to formalise arrangements 
between Australia and the USA regarding operation of NASA space tracking and communication 
facilities.  

The Agreement will also facilitate ongoing collaboration between Australian and NASA 
scientists and provide employment for specialist Australian personnel. The facilities will 
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