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PUBLIC HEARING ON HUMAN ORGAN TRAFFICKING 

Could Australia’s legal and policy frameworks be strengthened to better protect Australians from the 
risks of organ trafficking and organ transplant tourism?  

This question will be discussed by the federal parliament’s Joint Standing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and Trade at a public hearing in Canberra by the Human Rights Sub-Committee. The 
Chair of the Human Rights Sub-Committee, Mr Kevin Andrews MP, said the Sub-Committee 
welcomed the opportunity to meet with legal and medical experts to discuss measures to prevent 
organ trafficking in Australia and around the world. 

“The Sub-Committee is concerned by reports that the worldwide demand for organ transplants is 
driving a growing black market in human organs,” Mr Andrews said. “The Sub-Committee is 
particularly concerned that Australians may be placing themselves and others at significant risk by 
travelling overseas for organ transplants. The Sub-Committee looks forward to discussing what 
Australia could do to better address organ trafficking here and overseas.”  

The program for the hearing is available from the inquiry website. 

Public hearing details: 

Date: Friday 8 June 2018 
Time: 8.00am to 4.15pm 
Location: Committee Room 2R1, Parliament House, Canberra 

Media enquiries: 
The Hon Kevin Andrews MP (Menzies, Victoria), Chair of the Human Rights Sub-Committee  
of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 
Contact: Cristy Elliott on (03) 9848 9900 or 0422 291 454. 
 
For background:  
Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Secretariat  
(02) 6277 2313  
jscfadt@aph.gov.au,  
www.aph.gov.au/jfadt 

Interested members of the public may wish to track the committee via the website. Click on the blue 
‘Track Committee’ button in the bottom right hand corner and use the forms to login to My 
Parliament or to register for a My Parliament account.  
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