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PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY QUESTION ON NOTICE 

Department of Health 

Senate Select Committee on COVID-19 

Australian Government’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Thursday 23 April 2020 

 

Question Number: 11 

 

Question Subject: List of various committees and task forces 

 

Type of Questions:  Hansard, page 25, 23 April 2020 

 

Questioner: Senator Gallagher 

 

Question: 

CHAIR: Following up on Senator Siewert's point, are you able to provide the committee with a list of 
the various committees and task forces and what arrangements have been established across 
government where you are a member of those committees? Can you provide that information to 
us?  
Ms Edwards: Absolutely. From where we sit, we can obviously provide you with information about 
all the arrangements within Health that we've put in place to respond.  
CHAIR: That would be very useful.  
Ms Edwards: We may also talk to other agencies to see if there's some way of providing that more 

holistically for you, rather than our slice of the pie. We'll take on notice what arrangements we're 

involved with. 

Answer: 

 

The Department of Health established a number of committees and working groups to support the 

COVID-19 Health response. The Department is also a member of, or contributes to, a number of 

groups across government to support the whole of government response. The table below sets out 

those groups the Department leads or is involved in as at 30 April 2020. This is not an exhaustive list 

of all committees and working groups supporting the COVID-19 response.    
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Infection Control 
Expert Group 

Provide expert advice to Australian Health 
Protection Principal Committee regarding the use 
of Personal Protective Equipment and infection 
control measures.  

Professor Lyn Gilbert AO Infection control experts from various 
organisations, including Chief Nursing and 
Midwifery Officer.  

States and 
Territories Medicine 
Shortages 

To identify issues regarding medicine supply and 
shortages in hospitals in response to Covid-19, 
particularly ICU, and work co-operatively to co-
ordinate national solutions where possible, taking 
account of differing needs between the States and 
Territories. 

 

Department of Health  State and Territory Chief Pharmacists and their 
equivalents and State and Territory Health 
Procurement Managers 

Public Health 
Laboratory Network 

 

A collaborative group of laboratories, which have 
expertise and provide services in public health 
microbiology 

Prof Ben Howden 
Peter Doherty Institute 

Representatives from Commonwealth, state and 
territories, laboratories and expert organisations  

COVID-19 Special 
Working Group 

Working Group, managed by the Australian Health 
Practitioner Regulation Authority (AHPRA), 
established to identify and address registration & 
standard/codes/guidelines issues associated with 
COVID-19 

AHPRA AHPRA Commonwealth, state and territory 
health departments 

Inter-jurisdictional 
Medical Workforce 
Group  

Working Group established to identify and address 
issues relating to surge medical workforce issues, 
such as students, pre-interns, international 
medical graduates & junior doctors) 

NSW  Commonwealth, state and territory health 
departments, 

Medical Board of Australia  
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Regulation Group, 
Department of Health  

Medicines Australia, Generic and Biosimilar 
Medicines Association, Consumer Healthcare 
Products Australia, Australian Medical 
Association, Pharmacy Guild of Australia, 
Pharmaceutical Society of Australia, Chemist 
Warehouse, Society of Hospital Pharmacists of 
Australia, TGA Licenced Compounders, National 
Pharmaceutical Services Association, DHL, 
representatives from across the Department of 
Health 

National COVID-19 
Clinical Evidence 
Taskforce 

To provide advice on COVID-19 to the Australian 
Government Chief Medical Officer, and through 
him, the Australian Health Protection Principal 
Committee 

Professor Sharon Lewin 
AO and Professor 
Michael Kidd (Deputy 
Chief Medical Officer), 
Cth Department of 
Health 

Dr Katie Allen MP  

Professor Fran Baum AO 

Professor Alex Brown  

Professor Jonathan Carapetis AM  

Ms Marita Cheng AM 

Professor Brendan Crabb AC  

Professor Bart Currie 

Professor Angus Dawson 

Professor Sandra Eades 

Dr Michael Freelander  

Professor Michael Goode AO 

Ms Georgie Harman 

Professor Anne Kelso AO 

Ms Samantha Jenkinson 

Professor Kamalini Lokuge  

Ms Christine Morgan 

Dr James Muecke  

Professor David Paterson  

Professor Bruce Robinson AC  
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Professor Ingrid Scheffer Professor Fiona Stanley 
AC  

Dr Ruth Stewart  

Professor Alison Venn  

 

  








