
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 

To quote an email communication from Anthony M Cichello, Chair, National College of 
Clinical Psychologists of The Australian Psychological Society: “The (national committee) 
acknowledges that Clinical Psychology is one of nine equal specialisations within Psychology. 
These areas of specialisation are internationally recognised, enshrined within Australian 
legislation, and are the basis for all industrial awards. They have been recognised since 
Western Australia commenced its Specialist Title Registration in 1965, and it is the West 
Australian model which formed the basis for the 2010 National Registration and Accreditation 
Scheme recognition of specialised Areas of Endorsement. All specialisations require a 
minimum of eight years training including a further ACPAC accredited postgraduate training in 
the specialisation leading to an advanced body of psychological competency in that field. No 
specialisation should be referred to in a manner that creates the appearance of the same 
level of skill and knowledge as the basic APAC accredited four year training of a generalist 
psychologist. As is the case with Clinical Psychology currently, each area of specialisation 
deserves a specialist rebate with its own item number relating to that which is the specialist 
domain of that area of psychology (e.g. for clinical neuropsychology - neuroanatomy, 
neuropsychological disorders/assessment/rehabilitation, etc; for health - clinical health 
psychology, and health promotion; forensic - forensic mental health, etc). Specialist items for 
the other specialisations of psychology may mean that clinical psychologists might not qualify 
for any those second tier items pertaining to other specialisations; however, we deeply 
respect specialisations within psychology and believe that our members would seek to 
undertake further training in those fields should they wish to seek to demonstrate that they 
have attained those other advanced specialised competencies that are not part of clinical 
psychology.” 

 


