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A Submission to:

The Standing Committee on Education,
Employment and Workplace Relations
on Child Care in Australia

This submission addresses the following:

Term of Reference - The financial, social and industry impact of the
ABC Learning collapse on the provision of child care in Australia.

The collapse of ABC Learning points to the folly of Government
supporting a system based on profit making rather than on child care.
The current system is in conflict with nurturing and development in the
"best interest of the child", contrary to the Government's commitment
to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The fact that this "inquiry" into the provision of child care is being
held by the Education, Employment and Workplace Relation Committee and
not a Committee centred on families and children suggests that the
Government is more concerned to treat infants as some kind of nuisance
which prevents mothers from resuming their role as simply a unit of
production as measured by GDP, rather than as the nurturers of the
precious future of the nation.

The most important aspect of "child care” is what happens to the child
and it follows what 'is the effect on the child's life and the future of
that child in the community and therefore the outcome for the nation.
The overwhelming conclusion to be drawn from world wide research over
the past three decades or more is that the current "child care" model
in Australia is a failure. It follows that the proposed government run
parent and child centres' as flagged by the Government and promoted by
Maxine McKew, Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education and
Barbara Romeril, National Secretary The Community Child Care
Association will also fail the best interest of the child and therefore
is not in the national interest. This is demonstrated by Peter Saunders
and Jessica Brown in the Australian Newspaper 18th April 2008, "Rudd's
baby farms not great for kids" (Appendix 1) The claim by McKew “experts
tell us this is the way to go" is not supported by the research.

The Council for the National Interest (CNI) in its policy discussion
paper The Family Really does Matter 30/4/07 details significant
research findings which demonstrate that the first three years of an
infant’s life are the most critical in terms of bonding, nurturing,
learning and emotional growth and security and further that the current
child care system fails in this regard. It is shown consistently that
infants placed in child care centres for long periods during the ages
0-3 years are denied the infant/parent bonding and in later life are
more insecure, more aggressive more prone to anxiety, depression, self
harm and suicide. An extract from this policy discussion paper is
attached at Appendix (11).

The following are further quotations from the research which show the
failure of the current system in Australia and elsewhere.

Modern research stresses the critical nature of the first three years
in a child’s life and how crucial to it’s future development is the
mother/child bonding in infancy.



" As repected social commentator Anne Manne points out “almost all
of the debate on paid maternity leave has taken place without the
infant’s needs - especially for the proposed 14 weeks of care -
being considered.

* from ‘Motherhcod - How Should We Care for Our Children? By Anne
Manne.

e According to Mem Fox, Children’s literacy advocate and author, ™
Putting very young babies into child care is a form of child
abuse.” She says the comment was not intended to distress parents
— “it was merely to speak up for all the babies in full time care
under the age of 12 months. .

In most debates about child care including this one, it’s all
about the choices people have to make. It’s about the adults and
their needs and their situations.

No one mentions the babies - no one at all!”

* ‘Babies need a Voice, too.’ Sunday Times 7/9/08.

. Dr Steve Biddulph, a researcher in child care for 3 decades in
UK, Sweden, US and Australia says “the tendency in Australia to
provide more day care subsidies than home~care assistance is
extremely shortsighted and out of kilter with what research is
finding.”

¢ Raising Babies, Biddulph Steve Dr.

e Penelope Leach, co director of the largest ever UK Childhood
Study: ‘Families Children and Childcare,’ says :It is fairly
clear from data from different parts of the world, that the less
time children spend in group care before three years the better.

e Professor Jay Belsky of The Institute for the Study of Children
Families and Social Issues working in the late 1990s on the
National Institute of Child Health and Development Study
concluded that the more time very young children spent in child
care, the more aggressive and disobedient they were between two
and six years.

*Madeleine Bunting reporting for The Guardian on the N.I.C.H.D
study. http:www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,3604,1256

Clearly a new model for child care in Australia must be developed. The
collapse of ABC Learning provides the opportunity to do so.

Term of Reference - alternative options and models for the provision of
child care.

The whole focus of this new model must be:

(i) support for motherhood as a profession

(ii) payment to mothers or fathers who stay at home to care for
children full time. This could be a Home Child Care Allowance. It is
not equitable for government to pay parents to help with child care
costs whilst they both work and not pay parents where one stays home to
provide care. This is an investment in the future and an insurance
against the possible deleterious effects of the current system of child
care.

(iii) Less formal less institutional type small community based child
care centers' based on not for profit model

(iv) Government financial support for 'family' member child care rather
than formal child care services.

(v) Encouragement for mothers to defer career options by government and
business focusing on - paid parental leave

- flexible working hours

- return to work security in the future.
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Term of reference - the feasibility for establishing a national
authority to oversee the child care industry in Australia.

To set up a national authority will further erode the autonomy of the
States within the Federal system. Such an authority will not be
necessary if the recommendations of this submission are adopted.

Recommendations: -

The overwhelming conclusion to be drawn from research in Australia,
United Kingdom, United States/America and Europe is that the Australian
Government and business must rethink child care policies. The damaging
effect of long periods in day care for infants from 0-3 years is
building a huge future problem of anxiety, depression suicide and self
harm, insecurity, attention deficit, violence, eating disorders, binge
drinking and illicit drug use as these infants become teenagers and
young adults.

The importance of infant/parent bonding and nurturing in the first
three years dictates that mothers and fathers must be widely informed
of the conseguences of day care and being informed, given true freedom
of choice as to whether or when to return to the work force.

Accordingly CNI RECOMMENDS:

1 that the Australian Government takes heed of the research findings
and recognizes that the current child care system in Australia fails
the national interest test in both the long term and the short term;

2 that the Australian Government mounts a community wide education and
information programme informing mothers and fathers and the broad
community of the research findings so that being informed parents are
given true freedom of choice as to whether or when to return to the
work force and what form of child care to choose, if they do return;

3 that the current system of child care be replaced with a system
which:

(i) supports motherhood as a profession;

(1i) pays a home child care allowance to the parent who stays home to
care for the children;

(iii) redirects child care into a less formal less institutionalized,
small community based not for profit models;

(iv) provides Government support for family member childcare rather
than taxpayer funding of large corporate groups;

(v) encourage mothers to defer career options by government and
business focusing on

* paid parental leave

* flexible working hours

* return to work security in the future including refresher courses

* a major commitment to 'trainees' to service any vacancy needs;

(vi) abandons the proposed national chain of government run parent and
child centres;

(vii) strengthens the infant/child health community services and funds
for enhanced early intervention services in the fields of both child
health and parenting skills.

Denis J Whitely
Executive Director
CNI - WA

28" January, 2009
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