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ABSTRACT 

[As a result of the recent Four Corners Report on rapes at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy, it reinforces the needs for 1. More just 
Reparation Payments; 2 Amending the DVA Acts; 3. A Royal 
Commission and 4. Independent Statutory Authority. It also highlights 
the problems with Defence and the Defence Abuse Response Task Force 
in dealing with Abuse] 
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1.0 Management Summary 
If anything comes out of the Four Corners Report and submissions now posted on the 
Inquiries Web Page is and Eugene O’Neil said it best:- 
 

“There is no present or future - only the past, happening over and over 
again - now.”  

 
The abuse continues and far from learning from it and stopping it, Defence just keeps 
trying to ignore it in the hope that it will go away. 
 
It will only go away temporarily as the abuse continues and gets worse. 
 
It casts a shadow over all ours souls. 
 
Defence is already trying to ignore the issues of abuse by only focusing solely; it 
would seem on the rape of Females at the Australian Defence Force Academy and 
ignore the whole gamut of unacceptable abuse identified in the DLA Piper Review. 
 
It is clear that we need:- 
• A Royal Commission into Abuse in the Australian Defence Force 

• An ongoing Statutory Authority to investigate and prosecute all abuse and 
organise appropriate reparation payments. 

• The Acts under which the Department Of Veterans Affairs Acts operates  need 
to be amended to reflect the wilful destruction of evidence and cover-up by 
Defence. 

• For the same reason the Compensation given to Victi8ms should be increased to 
$3 million for the same reasons. 
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2.0 Terms Of Reference 

On 27 March 2014, the following matter was referred to the Foreign Affairs, Defence 
and Trade References Committee for inquiry and report by 28 August 2014:  

With reference to the committee’s earlier report into the review of allegations of 
sexual and other abuse in Defence, the accessibility and adequacy of current 
mechanisms and processes to provide support to victims of sexual and other abuse in 
Defence, taking into account:  

a. the Defence Abuse Response Taskforce (DART) process to date; 
b. Defence’s response to the DLA Piper Review and the work of DART; 
c. successive governments’ responses to the DLA Piper Review and the work of 

DART; 
d. the desirability of releasing a true reflection of volume two of the DLA Piper 

report in a redacted form or by way of a summary; and 
e. any related matters. 

 
 

Government response to the Defence Abuse Response Taskforce (DART)
Submission 14 - Supplementary Submission



 

Additional Submission Of The Association For The Victims Of Abuse In The Australian Defence 
Force A005925 To The Senate Inquiry Into The Australian Government’s Response To Abuse In 

The Australian Defence Force 

 

3 / 17 

3.0 About The Association For The Victims Of 
Abuse In The Australian Defence Force 

 
The Voice For The Voiceless 

(www.adfabuse.com)  
(Also on Facebook) 

 
The Association for the Victims of Abuse in the Australian Defence Fore 
A0059257W was incorporated on 29th April 2013. 
  
It is the only National Association advocating on behalf of Victims Of Abuse in the 
Australian Defence Force. 
 
Membership 
Membership is open to:- 
 Victims of Abuse in the Australian Defence Force 

 Supporters and Carers of Victims of Abuse in the Australian Defence Force 
 Those who oppose abuse in the Australian Defence Force. 

 
It has members:- 
 In every state of Australia and Overseas 
 Ranging from civilian, recruit to Flag Rank. 

 
Four of its members have received the full $50,00 from the Defence Abuse Response 
Task Force. 
 
One has received $35,000. 
 
It has the only three known Department Of Veterans’ Affairs Gold Cards issued for 
the abuse the victims suffered in the Australian Defence Force. 
 
 
“For evil to prosper, it merely requires that good men do nothing!”    

Edmund Burke 
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4.0 Achievements Of The Association 
 
 

Date Problem Result 
3/4/13 DART wants to have Defence 

make final decision on Reparation 
Payment 
 

As a result of our actions, Defence 
cut out of loop – final decision 
remains with the DART 

19/6/13 We became aware of a rapist of 
star rank still serving in the 
Australian Defence Force. 
 

Reported it for further action to 
ADFIS. 

1/7/13 DVA will not pay travel expenses 
to Psychiatrist of best fit. 
 

Initiated change of policy with the 
DVA so that they will pay Travel 
Expenses to Psychiatrist of best fit. 
 

8/7/13 DART refuses to provide help to 
Victim on brink of suicide. 
 

We are able to use our excellent 
relationship with the DVA to get the 
person the help they desperately 
needed. 
 

September 
2013 

Victims need to make abuse and 
abuse compensation an election 
issue. 
 

Contacted all Federal Labor, Green, 
Coalition and other candidates 
seeking them to pledge support to 
the victims. 
 
Everyone except the coalition did 
so. 
 

1/10/13 Victims need public commitment 
from Political Leaders for support. 
 

At the public meeting at the Celtic 
Club, asked the public questions of 
Bill Shorten:- 
 
1. Would he support better 

compensation for Victims of 
Abuse in the Australian 
Defence Force? and 

2. Would he commit to stamping 
out the abuse in the Australian 
Defence Force? 

 
His response was: 
“Yes and Yes!” 
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Date Problem Result 

1/11/2013 The DART had imposed an 
artificial and improper filing date 
on one of our members of 20th 
September 2013 to file their 
personal account. 
 

By agitating the matter, we had this 
improper date removed and an 
extension of time granted beyond 
30th November 2013. 

15/11/13 We became aware of a fraudulent 
claim being submitted to the 
DART. 
 

Reported it to the DART to ensure 
that it was subjected to full and 
proper scrutiny as well as provided 
documentary evidence. 
 

30/11/13 DART introduces a 30th 
November 2013 for Victims to 
file their Personal Account Form. 
 
DART offers no practical 
assistance to Victims. 
 

We were able to help a number of 
Victims prepare their Personal 
Account and file on time. 
 
Also with the support of a number 
of Members Of Parliament we were 
able to get extensions for late filing 
for Victims finding hard to 
complete their personal accounts. 
 

27/11/13 DART will not pay the Travel 
Expenses for Victims when 
seeking medical treatment from 
the DART provider. 
 

We were able to get the DART to 
reverse its position and even wrote 
the draft travel expenses policy to 
speed things up. 

4/12/13 One of our members had raised 
with the DART the complaint that 
we all have, we are Victims not 
complainants. 
 
The DART ignored him. 
 

Sent an email to all members of the 
Parliament on this issue which 
resulted in the following:- 
 
1. In future in all correspondence 

will pay him full marks of 
respect and call him a victim 
and 

2. Major General Roberts-Smith 
RFD QC had to ring him and 
apologise to him. 

 
11/12/13 DART requires Victims to pay for 

their own support person as part 
of the restorative justice 
programme. 
 

We were able to get our member 
involved to have their money 
reimbursed and in future all victims 
will have the DART pay for their 
support person at Restorative 
Justice. 
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5.0 About The Author 
The author served as a midshipman in the Royal Australian Navy in the 1980’s. 
 
The author was subjected to the most extreme abuse which was subsequently found 
proven by both the Defence Abuse Response Task Force and the Department Of 
Veterans’ Affairs. 
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6.0 Defence Abuse Response Task Force 

6.1 Allowing Only Female ADFA Rape Victims To Claim 

On the Four Corners show, Major General Roberts-Smith said that he would allow 
female cadets who had been raped at the Australian Defence Force Academy who had 
not yet filed their reparation claim, despite the cut off date of 30th November 2013. 
 
Whilst this is good for them, it excludes those who have not filed who:- 
• Were males at the Australian Defence Force Academy or 

• Males and Females who were raped elsewhere or 

• Those who suffered abuse other than rape. 

 
This is only fair to those other Victims. 
 

6.2 Protecting The Abusers / Hiding The Abuse 

In the Australian Federal Police Submission to the Committee it notes that cases of 
abuse have been referred as follows:- 
• 39 State and Territory Police 

• 5 to Australian Federal Police 
 
Yet the Australian Federal Police has the primary jurisdictional nexus for Military 
bases and ships as they are Commonwealth Territory. 
 
Furthermore, given the “ADFA 24”, 5 cases does seem a little low. 
 
Surely all cases should have been referred to the Australian Federal Police as they 
have primary jurisdiction for incidents on Commonwealth Land? 
 
It begs the question why has the Defence Abuse Response Task Force chosen to 
ignore this legal fact. 
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6.3 DART Not Circulating The DVA Pamphlet 

From the submission of the Department Of Veterans Affairs, it states at page 3, third 
paragraph:- 
 

Provision Of Fact Sheet to all DART Complainants 
In February 2014, DVA obtained from the Chair of the DART, the Hon 
Len Roberts-Smith RFD QC, that all DART applicants will be provided 
with an explanatory factsheet outlining the key differences between claims 
which are assessed by DVA and the DART. This factsheet was developed 
jointly by both agencies. 

 

Yet none of our victim members have received this nor have other victims who post 
to our Facebook Page. 

 

6.4 Failure To Report To Three Strikes And You Are Out 
Database 

Some time ago, it was discovered in DLA Piper Volume 1 that there was a three 
strikes and you are out database. 
 
What happens is regardless of whether prosecution occurs or not, an alleged abuser’s 
details are to be entered in this database. 
 
If they come up or “flagged” three times, they are issued a notice to show case as to 
why they should not be terminated. 
 
From the 4 Corners Report it is clear that this has not happened with any of the 
Chamber of Horror cases and it would seem from the Inspector General’s Report, the 
Defence Abuse Response Task Force is not causing entries to be made there. 
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7.0 Defence 

7.1 Justifies Royal Commission / Independent Authority 

The Four Corners Report makes it clear that Defence covered up these rapes through 
it’s:- 

• “Chamber Of Horrors”  

• To report them to the three strikes and you are out database. 

• To bring it to the public attention – how long would the file cabinet have 
remained secret were it not for the Four Corners Report? 

 

This is along with the remarks of the victims just reinforces the need for:- 
An independent and open Royal Commission on abuse in the Australian Defence 
Force and 
An ongoing independent statutory authority with no connection to Defence through its 
personnel  
Defence’s focus now appears to be solely on female sexual abuse as witnessed by 
Lieutenant General Morrisson’s recent speech overseas. 
 

7.2 Male Rape Okay! 

As can bee seen from Annexure A, Navy proposes to discipline the eight sailors 
concerned for digital rape. 
 
If any one else proposed to handle digital rape under their own internal rules, we 
would not tolerate it. 
 
Yet here is Defence doing exactly that as if digital rape was only a minor disciplinary 
breach. 
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7.3 Not Reporting To Three Strikes Database 

Some time ago, it was discovered in DLA Piper Volume 1 that there was a three 
strikes and you are out database. 
 
What happens is regardless of whether prosecution occurs or not, an alleged abuser’s 
details are to be entered into this database. 
 
If they come up three times, they are issued a notice to show case as to why they 
should not be terminated. 
 
From the 4 Corners Report it is clear that this has not happened with any of the 
“Chamber of Horror” cases and it would seem from the Inspector General’s Report, 
the Defence Abuse Response Task Force is not causing entries to be made there. 
 

7.4 Defence Engage In New Speak – Denying Abuse By 
Changing The Definition 

Abuse encompasses all unlawful acts which abuse the individual. 
 
This includes:- 
• Abuse of power 
• Verbal Abuse 
• Mental Abuse 
• Physical Abuse and 
• Sexual Abuse. 
 
Abuse knows no gender. 
 
Yet the recent pronouncements of Defence and the Defence Abuse Response seem to 
imply that:- 
• Only sexual abuse is abuse and 
• Only female sexual abuse counts and 
• It is all in the past. 
 
Yet from our DLA Piper Volume 1 and our own members, the Senate knows 
otherwise. 
 
Defence is clearly trying to engage in George Orwell’s new speak. 
 
It ignores objective realities such as Annexure A. 
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7.5 Defence Abuse Creates Julian Knights – Another Good 
Reason For A Royal Commission 

Julian Knight is the mass murderer of Hoddle Street. 
 
I am sure that we would all agree that one Julian Knight is one Julian Knight too 
many. 
 
He was created by verbal, mental and physical abuse at the Royal Military College, 
Duntroon as can be seen from Annexure B. 
 
During his Sentencing Hearings, Senior Army Personnel dressed in civilian clothes 
attended the hearing to ensure that he did not mention his abuse at Royal Military 
College Duntroon, 
 
Defence Abuse creates the Julian Knights and unless we have a Royal Commission 
into Defence Abuse, it will continue and the odds are good that the Australian 
Defence Force will make more Julian Knights and inflict them onto the innocent 
Australian Public. 
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8.0 Four Corners Report Is Another 
Good Reason To Amend The DVA 
Acts 

As could be seen from the 4 Corners Report, there was that white document on the 
screen that admitted that the records prior to 2009 were “patchy at best”. 
 
The Department Of Veterans Affairs Act implicitly assume that:- 
• Your military records are true and correct 
• Your Military Medical Records are true and correct 
• You can find witnesses. 
 
But as was shown on the 4 Corners Report and elsewhere, the Australian Defence 
Force has persistently:- 
• Hidden Records 
• Altered records 
• Destroyed records 
• Taken all other actions necessary to cover up the abuse and deny that it ever 

took place. 
 
This was done by the Australian Defence Force in defiance of :- 
• Its own regulations and values 
• Its obligations to the Victim and 
• The Archive Act 1983 
 
Unlike McCabe v British American Tobacco Australia Services Limited [2002] 
VSC 73 (22 March 2002), it was irrelevant that there was no litigation afoot, it was 
still bound by Acts and Regulation to:- 
• Keep records 
• Ensure that they were accurate. 
 
It did neither. 
 
Why should the victims be disadvantaged by the Criminal Conduct of the Australian 
Defence Force. 
 
There is no other way to describe Defence’s conduct as criminal behaviour to conceal 
crimes. 
 
They should not. 
 
The relevant Department Of Veterans Affairs Acts should have the threshold 
requirement for Victims of Abuse in the Australian Defence Force for that abuse 
reduced to plausibility as it is for the Defence abuse Response Task Force. 
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9.0 Four Corners Report Is Another 
Good Reason To Increase 
Compensation 

 
As has been noted in the preceding section Defence has:- 
• Hidden Records 
• Altered records 
• Destroyed records 
• Taken all other actions necessary to cover up the abuse and deny that it ever 

took place. 
 
This was criminal behaviour by the Australian Defence Force in defiance of :- 
• Its own regulations, values 
• Its obligations to the Victim and 
• The Archive Act. 
 
Unlike McCabe v British American Tobacco Australia Services Limited [2002] 
VSC 73 (22 March 2002), it was irrelevant that there was no litigation afoot, it was 
still bound by Acts and Regulation to:- 
• Keep records 
• Ensure that they were accurate. 
 
As a result the victims are prevented from pursuing civil litigation against the 
Department Of Defence because of that alteration / destruction of records which:- 
• Defence was bound to keep. 

• Defence criminally refused to keep and 

• Would have proved the Victim’s case. 
 
As a result of that criminal behaviour by Defence, they have been yet again 
unlawfully deprived of Victims of their rights and their ability to seek redress. 
 
Anywhere else, the other side would be punished for this, yet here Defence is being 
rewarded for its criminal conduct by having its liability limited to a maximum of 
$50,000. 
 
As a matter of public policy:- 
• To motivate Defence to stop the abuse. 

• Punish it for its criminal conduct and 

• Social Justice 
the current maximum compensation should be increased to $3 million. 
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Annexure A - Digital Rape Not To Be Dealt With As Rape 
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Annexure B - Defence Abuse Creates Julian 
Knights 
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