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research shows that most Australians agree.  
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Introduction  

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the inquiry into the Ensuring 

Northern Territory Rights Bill.  

Senator Sam McMahon should be commended for proposing this bill, which is a step 

towards resolving an injustice that has existed for over 20 years: the Euthanasia Laws 

Act 1997. Better known as the “Andrews Bill”, this legislation unreasonably blocks the 

territories from making laws for voluntary assisted dying (VAD). The interference with 

territory rights is more obvious now that several states have adopted voluntary 

assisted dying laws, including Victoria, Western Australia and Tasmania.1 

However, the Ensuring Northern Territory Rights Bill is incomplete. Repealing the 

restrictions on the Northern Territory but not those on the Australian Capital Territory 

would prolong the injustice done in 1997 and highlight the double-standard that 

territories are subject to.  

The Australia Institute has conducted extensive polling research on the topic of 

voluntary assisted dying, which shows that most Australians support the territories’ 

right to choose whether they legislate for voluntary assisted dying. When Australians 

are given the choice between allowing neither territory to legalise voluntary assisted 

dying, allowing both territories to legalise voluntary assisted dying or allowing only the 

Northern Territory to legalise voluntary assisted dying, the latter is the least popular 

option.  

 
1 Tasmania’s laws have passed but are not yet in force.  
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