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Fishery status report 2016 – ABARES 
The ABARES Fishery status reports 2016, reporting on the 2014–15 and 2015–16 fishing seasons, 
classified all seven SPF stocks (sardine, blue mackerel east and west, jack mackerel east and west and 
redbait east and west) as not overfished and not subject to overfishing. Redbait west was previously 
classified as uncertain with respect to biomass status due to a lack of formal stock assessment. The 
latest status reports draw on recent ecosystem modelling and it was assessed that the low level of 
exploitation on the stock over the last decade was unlikely to have reduced biomass to below the limit 
reference point. 
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