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Dear Chair and Committee Members

Thank you for the invitation to provide a submission to the Inquiry into the performance
of the Department of Defence (Defence) in supporting the capability and capacity of
Australia’s defence industry.

Commonwealth Procurement Framework

The Department of Finance (Finance) is responsible for policy stewardship of the
Commonwealth Procurement Framework, which forms part of the wider Resource
Management Framework, and is a key enabler for the Government to achieve its
priorities in support of Australian citizens and Australian national interests.

In its stewardship role, Finance is committed to supporting the development of a positive
procurement culture centred on fostering competition, efficiency, and accountability
across the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth Procurement Rules (CPRs) are the core
of the Commonwealth Procurement Framework, which also includes:

¢ web-based guidance, developed by Finance to assist entities to implement the
Commonwealth Procurement Framework.

¢ Resource Management Guides (RMGs), which advise of key changes and
developments in the Commonwealth Procurement Framework.

e templates, such as the Commonwealth Contracting Suite (CCS), which simplify
and streamline processes, creating uniformity across Commonwealth contracts to
reduce the burden on businesses when contracting with the Commonwealth; and

¢ individual entities Accountable Authority Instructions (AAls), which include
instructions that the accountable authority expects officials to follow when
exercising powers and conducting functions and duties under the PGPA Act,
including procurement activities under the Commonwealth Procurement
Framework.

Commonwealth procurement under the CPRs is both expansive and diverse. It is used to
source the broad range of goods and services required to support administration of
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission.

Yours sincerely

Yénny Wilkinson PSM
Secretary
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