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DEPUTY CHIEF OF JOINT OPERATIONS
Headquarters Joint Operations Command

AM3003400

Senator Linda Reynolds, CSC
Chair of the Defence Sub-Committee

Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
GPO Box 6021
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator,

I am writing in response to three questions which arose during the private briefing with the
Defence Sub-Committee of the Joint Standing Committee for Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
on 28 March 2017. As an outcome of the briefing, the committee requested greater detail on the
integration of the Australian Defence Force approach to UNSCR 1325, Women Peace and
Security, on Operation FIJI ASSIST, details of other contributing nations' assistance to Tropical
Cyclone Winston and any suggestions as to how the Sub-Committee could assist with whole-of-
government synchronisation of humanitarian assistance and disaster relief planning, exercises and
operations in the future.

I have enclosed three documents. The first expands on Women Peace and Security information
provided in the private briefing. The second and third documents provide two useful snapshots of
Australian and New Zealand commitment to Fiji following the devastation wrought by Tropical
Cyclone Winston. In addition to the New Zealand snapshot, I can report that France provided one
C-212 transport aircraft for the delivery of medical supplies and food from New Caledonia and a
patrol boat, India delivered 48 tonnes of aid using a C-17 Globemaster and Tonga provided
assistance using one Pacific Class patrol boat and a logistics barge.

In response to your thu-d question, Dr Alan Ryan and Major General Stuart Smith would welcome
the Sub-Committee's support in promoting whole-of-govemment coordination and planning for
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, and possibly, the conduct of a biannual planning and
coordination desktop exercise to promote and practice rapid and effective response.

Yours sincerely,

Scott Winchester, AM
Air Commodore

Acting Deputy Chief of Joint Operations

B1-1-J003
Department of Defence
PO BOX 7928
CANBERRA BC ACT 2610
(02) 6128 4038, fax (02) 6128 4020

i April 2017



Enclosures:

1. Women Peace and Security during Operation FIJI ASSIST 2016
2. Australia's Response to Help Fiji Recover from Tropical Cyclone Winston
3. NZDF Assistance to Fiji's Disaster Recovery Efforts



Women Peace and Security during Operation FIJI ASSIST 2016

Operation FUI ASSIST 2016 was the first Australian Defence Force operation to integrate United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1325 - Women Peace and Security and a gender perspective in the operational
order and the first Australian Defence Force operation to deploy Gender Advisors.

The operational order directed that one Gender Advisor was to be appointed to the Commander of the Joint
Task Force. This duty was undertaken as a dual role by the Joint Task Force Legal Officer. The Commander
of the Joint Task Force decided to appoint an additional two Gender Focal Points based upon humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief tasking and the dispersion of Joint Task Force elements. The Gender Focal
Points were both female logisticians and were not appointed to their roles until approximately day nine -
post the initial emergency response.

The main tasks undertaken by the Gender Advisors were as follows:

• Provided advice to Commander Joint Task Force and staff on applying a gender perspective
to all operational activities;

• Attended the Protection and Gender Based Violence cluster meetings on a weekly basis;

• Provided cluster meetings with verbal briefings on Australian Defence Force involvement
and capabilities, to better focus efforts and resources;

• Identified and engaged with local women's networks to coordinate and establish appropriate
Australian Defence Force relief activities;

• Delivered 200 dignity packs from the United Nations Population Fund to the women of
Tavenui Island;

• Engaged and coordinated International Women's Day activities with Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade gender and humanitarian advisors, and;

• Attended Head of Mission gender/engagement activities.

Operation FIJI ASSIST 2016 was also the first time that the Australian Defence Force conducted an

operational gender analysis to compliment the intelligence process, focussing on the affected population
within the operating environment. The analysis identified vuhierable groups and the key leaders and
influencers in the community as well as agencies and organisations who would be able to assist the affected
population. This was particularly important noting that the vulnerable are often exploited in the immediate
aftermath of a natural disaster, with the levels of gender based violence generally increasing until societal
structures and law and order is restored.

Through the conduct of the Australian Defence Force lessons collection activity in April 2016, the Australian
Defence Force received an invitation from the Chief of Staff of the Republic of Fiji Military Forces, Colonel
Litea Semiratu, to return to Fiji to share lessons identified with the women of the Republic of Fiji Military
Forces. She also requested that the Australian Defence Force provide an overview on how the Australian
Defence Force was implementing United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 and related resolutions
into operations.

The following international engagements focussing on Women Peace and Security and humanitarian
assistance plaimmg have occurred between the Australian Defence Force and Republic of Fiji Military
Forces since the invitation was extended by Republic of Fiji Military Forces Chief of Staff:

• 3 Jun 16. A workshop was conducted to share lessons on the national and international
response to Tropical Cyclone Winston. The Australian Defence Force representative
presented on how United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 and related resolutions
are being integrated into the planning and conduct of Australian Defence Force operations.
The Australian Defence Force, Republic of Fiji Military Forces, Non-Govemment
Organisations and Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade had personnel in attendance
(predominantly women).



• 18 Aug 16: HMAS Canberra Port Call into Fiji. A Women Peace and Security workshop
was conducted with representatives from the Australian Defence Force, Republic of Fiji
Military Forces, Non-Govemment Organisations and the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade in attendance.

• 21-23 Nov 16: The Australian Defence Force was invited by UN Women [who co-lead the
Pacific Humanitarian Protection cluster] to send personnel to attend the annual Gender and
Protection in Humanitarian Action training within the Pacific. The training was conducted in
seven Pacific countries to prepare for the upcoming high risk weather season. One Gender
Advisor from Joint Operations Command attended the training in Fiji.

The relationships established between the Australian Defence Force Gender Advisors, Department of
Foreign Affairs and humanitarian actors during and post Operation FIJI ASSIST 2016, has resulted in
improved civil-military cooperation, coordination and understanding. In particular, Non-Govemment
Organisations have been willing to share their Gender Analysis with Australian Defence Force Gender
Advisors to plan future crisis response.

Following the Australian Defence Force's experience on Operation FIJI ASSIST, Women Peace and
Security is a now a formal planning consideration for all Headquarters Joint Operations Command planning
groups.
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