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Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 
Brindabella Business Park 
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Mr Graham Perrett MP 
Chair 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
Dear Mr Perrett 
 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT 
SUBMARINE ROTATIONAL FORCE – WEST PRIORITY WORKS PROJECT 
 
1. The Submarine Rotational Force – West Priority Works Project was referred to 
the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works (PWC) on 6 June 2024. The 
project proposes to deliver facilities and infrastructure at HMAS Stirling, Western 
Australia, to support the initial establishment of the Submarine Rotational Force – West 
in 2027. 

2. The project will deliver maritime infrastructure, new and upgraded facilities and 
infrastructure to accommodate the operational, maintenance and sustainment functions 
required by the Submarine Rotational Force – West. These works are in addition to 
previously approved living-in accommodation, training facilities and early works notified 
to the Committee, and complement the supporting facilities and infrastructure for the 
Submarine Rotational Force – West that have been exempted from referral to the PWC. 

3. This letter is to inform the Committee of the nature and extent of community 
consultation that has been undertaken by the Department of Defence for the proposed 
works. The aim of the consultation is to ensure local communities and other stakeholders 
are: 

a. well informed about project details through effective and proven communication 
channels; and 

b. provided the opportunity to raise any concerns or issues, or to seek further 
information so that, wherever feasible, Defence can address these in its proposed 
works.  

4. The following stakeholder and community consultation activities were delivered 
in accordance with the project’s comprehensive community engagement plan:  

a. Advertising community information sessions in both state-wide and local 
newspapers. Details and an example advertisement are at Annex A. 
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b. Advertising community information sessions on social media using geo-targeting 
to ensure notification of community and stakeholders within the Rockingham 
area. An example social media post is at Annex A. 

c. A flyer advising of upcoming PWC public consultation sessions was letterbox 
dropped to 63,450 residents in the Rockingham, Kwinana, Cockburn and 
Fremantle Local Government Areas. An example of the flyer is at Annex B. 

d. Conducting community information sessions in Rockingham, with a pop-up 
session on 20 July 2024 and two drop-in sessions on 22 July 2024. Information 
resources that Defence presented to the public are at Annex C, while the level of 
attendance and a summary of topics and key issues raised during community 
information sessions are at Annex D. 

e. Inviting key stakeholders, including Federal, State and Local Members of 
Government, to receive a private briefing about the project. An example of the 
invitation that was sent out is at Annex E, and a list of all stakeholders engaged 
by the project, including the status of each engagement, is at Annex F. 

f. Submissions were reviewed and their key issues and themes raised are in  
Annex G.  

g. A summary of all questions and issues raised by community and stakeholders, 
with Defence’s response, is at Annex H. 

5. Information about the proposed works was generally well received at the 
community information sessions and feedback to date has focused on concerns about 
local infrastructure impacts (housing, traffic and local roads), as well as uncertainty over 
the AUKUS program and conventionally armed, nuclear-powered submarine capability 
as a whole. Objections to proposed work have been raised and are largely based upon 
opposition to AUKUS and/or the use of nuclear propulsion for submarines, and concerns 
about management of radioactive waste and environmental impacts. 

6. Comments raised by members of the community focused on: 

a. traffic impacts on local roads in Rockingham; 

b. concerns about accommodation and impacts on housing affordability and supply 
in an already constrained market; 

c. job creation, local employment and training opportunities, and the timeline for 
participation; 

d. environmental impacts on Garden Island / Meeandip and surrounding area, 
particularly penguins and water quality; 

e. concerns about management of radioactive waste and potential safety risks to 
people and the environment; and 

f. continued access to Garden Island / Meeandip for recreation and fishing. 
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7. While no further consultation activities are planned in relation to the PWC 
approval process, Defence acknowledges that further briefings to Federal, State and Local 
Members of Government may be required in relation to the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear 
Safety Agency referrals.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
RM Tilley 
Air Commodore 
Director General Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 
 
30 July 2024 
 
Annexes:  
A. Advertisements (Newspapers and Digital)  
B. Example of Community Mailout Notice 
C. Examples of Community Information Session Resources (Information Boards and 

Community Information Handout) 
D. Community Information Session Attendance and Summary of Topics and Key 

Issues Raised  
E. Example of Letter of Invitation to Key Stakeholders 
F. Status of Key Stakeholder Communications 
G. Summary of submissions received 
H. Summary of topics and key issues raised during consultation sessions and 

stakeholder meetings 
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Key points raised during the community information sessions included: 
Pop-up community information session 
Of the 124 people who gave feedback: 

• 32% related to general project information, such as the project scope and timing, and the 
PWC process.  

• 26% raised issues about AUKUS, the optimal pathway, trilateral agreement or political 
positions. 

• 20% were interested in jobs and economic opportunities including: 
o job creation and local employment and training opportunities 
o interest in understanding more about the types of jobs that may be available and 

employment timelines. 

• 13% raised concerns about accommodation and housing, including: 

o concern about impact on current housing availability and affordability in an 
already constrained housing market 

o interest in how additional housing requirements will be met 
o understanding Defence Housing Australia’s role in providing housing. 

• 11% raised concerns about the use of nuclear as a power source and management of 
radioactive waste, specifically: 

o opposition to nuclear 
o questions and concerns about safe management, transfer, storage and disposal of 

radioactive waste. 

• 11% raised concerns about environmental impacts, in particular local wildlife, such as 
penguins and quokkas, and water pollution. 

• 8% raised concerns about impacts to recreation, fishing and access to and around Garden 
Island / Meeandip, specifically maintaining access for recreation and fishing activities. 

• 6% raised issues involving impacts to transport infrastructure and traffic, including: 
o impacts to current road and railway network 
o concerns about traffic on Parkin Street, Point Peron Road and Safety Bay Road, 

Rockingham, in particular. 

• Less than 1% (1 person) raised concerns about security related to AUKUS and HMAS 
Stirling as a potential target. 

Drop-in community information sessions 
Of the 28 people who provided feedback: 

• 46% related to general project information, such as questions about scope and timing of 
project, and the PWC process.  

• 11% raised perspectives about AUKUS, the optimal pathway, trilateral agreement or 
political positions. 

• 40% were concerned about traffic and impacts to local roads, particularly: 
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o increased traffic and impacts of oversized vehicles on Parkin Street, Safety Bay 
Road and Point Peron Road, Rockingham 

o potential extension to Garden Island Highway. 

• 32% raised concerns about accommodation and housing, including the anticipated size of 
the workforce and the pressure this may put on existing social infrastructure and services 
(housing, education and health). 

• 25% asked questions about the management of radioactive waste, in particular the 
Controlled Industrial Facility and how this would be managed safely 

• 21% were interested in job and local employment opportunities, with four people 
identifying as currently working in marine construction or maintenance sectors.  

• 18% raised concerns about environmental impacts, including: 

o questions about the assessment process 
o a freshwater spring near Diamantina Pier. 

• 18% raised concerns about continued access to and around Garden Island / Meeandip for 
recreational fishing. Two people mentioned they were members of a local fishing club and 
heard about the information session through their club. 

• 7% raised concerns about security risks but did not provide specific concerns. 
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Annex G 

 

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 
 
Details 
 
Members of the public, including individuals, groups or organisations, provided submissions 
to the PWC. As at 30 July 2024, 19 submissions were received by the Committee from a 
range of interest groups and individuals. Submissions were received from: 
 

1. Perth South West Metropolitan Alliance 
2. WARM Quakers 
3. City of Rockingham 
4. Individual (name withheld) 
5. Imagine Futures 
6. Nuclear Free WA and Stop AUKUS WA 
7. Lois Van Geloven 
8. Medical Association for Prevention of War 
9. Tellus 
10. Friends of Earth Australia 
11. Bill Meehan 
12. Robyn Walsh 
13. Phoebe Corke 
14. Brian Jenkins 
15. Ben Rose 
16. Ieva Tomsons 
17. Toni Collinge 
18. Jean Jenkins 
19. Lynn Thomas 

 
Summary of key points raised in submissions 
 
Submissions raised concerns about: 
 

• Environmental impacts, including dredging, water quality and impacts to flora and 
fauna. 

• Concerns about reporting, monitoring and reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with the project. 

• Potential impacts on First Nations cultural heritage. 
• Radioactive waste management including proximity to residential population, 

opposition to accepting US or UK waste, the ARPANSA licencing process and the 
need for a permanent disposal site to be determined. 

• Economic and employment opportunities need more planning and support for local 
businesses and workforce to benefit, realise opportunities for training and education, 
and adequate planning to secure workforce needed. 

• Need for adequate planning and consultation with key stakeholders to ensure housing 
and accommodation supply, in a market already under pressure in terms of 
affordability and availability. 

• Traffic congestion will continue to impact local roads and planning and investment is 
needed for local and state government to address infrastructure. 

• Concern about security risks of SSNs in region. 
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