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Response to: Provision of general practitioner and related primary health services to outer metropolitan, 
rural, and regional Australians. 
 
Terms of Reference 
The provision of general practitioner (GP) and related primary health services to outer metropolitan, rural, 
and regional Australians, with particular reference to: 
a. the current state of outer metropolitan, rural, and regional GPs and related services; 
b. current state and former Government reforms to outer metropolitan, rural and regional GP services 
and their impact on GPs, including policies such as: 
i. the stronger Rural Health Strategy, 
ii. Distribution Priority Area and the Modified Monash Model (MMM) geographical classification 
system, 
iii. GP training reforms, and 
iv. Medicare rebate freeze; 
c. the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on doctor shortages in outer metropolitan, rural, and 
regional Australia; and 
d. any other related matters impacting outer metropolitan, rural, and regional access to quality health 
services. 
 
 
My name is Jim Tatlock and I am one of the owners of Habitat Therapeutics Private Hospital located in 
Newcomb Victoria. 
 
As part of Government reforms on treatment facilities that focus on drug and alcohol abuse which include 
detoxification services, our hospital was required to meet a DHS and DHHS standards as a mental health 
facility.  We are also required to meet Standards 2 of NSQHS, which, is still an ongoing battle as the 
Standards are not appropriate for our organisation. 
 
Are part of this compliance there was a need to secure the services of a medical practitioner to lead the 
hospital.  This was and continues to be a difficult and beyond reasonable challenge.  As an organisation we 
approached numerous GP’s and ask for assistance.   
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