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I WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE 
TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND. 
I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO PAY RESPECT TO 

THEIR ELDERS BOTH PAST AND PRESENT AND 
EXTEND THAT RESPECT TO OTHER FIRST 

AUSTRALIANS WHO ARE PRESENT.
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PRESENTATION 
OUTLINE

MEDIA POWER
• The media's role in democracy

• Holding media accountable

NEWS CORP
• Why News Corp coverage matters

VOICE RESEARCH FINDINGS
• Murdoch Referendum Accountability 

Project

DISCUSSION
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PROJECT 
OVERVIEW

• Funded by Australians for a Murdoch Royal Commission.

• Dr Victoria Fielding leads project team. Team of four 

media experts from The University of Adelaide.

• Weekly content analysis of articles from The Australian, 

Daily Telegraph, Herald Sun and videos from Sky News.

• Sample of content up to 126 pieces per week for 

duration of referendum.

• Results so far from three weeks - 17 July to 6 August.

• Sample size so far: The Australian 141, Daily Tele 48, 

Herald Sun 35, Sky News 143.

• Quantitative coding per word:

⚬ Voices included.

⚬ Voice mentioned.

⚬ 'Yes' or 'No' arguments used.

⚬ How voices and arguments are framed as heroes, 

villains or victims.
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MEDIA POWER
Democracy and Accountability
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NEWS MEDIA'S POWERFUL ROLE IN A DEMOCRACY 

• Hold power to account -
watchdogs. 

• Facilitate a diverse 
marketplace of ideas. 

• Inform citizens with useful, 
accurate information they 
can use in democracy. 

• News media legitimises and 
normalises. 

Murdoch Media Inquiry Bill 2023
Submission 20 - Attachment 1



NEWS MEDIA INFLUENCES WIDER PUBLIC DEBATES 

Stan Grant, on leaving the ABC: 
"We in the media must ask if we 
are truly honouring a world worth 
living in. Too often we are the 
poison in the bloodstream of our 
society. I fear the media does not 
have the love or the language to 
speak to the gentle spirits of our 
land .... " 
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JOURNALISTIC PROFESSIONALISM 

JOURNALISM 101 

Ideally, journalists aim to: 
• Report accurately. 

• Include diverse voices in fair 

balance without privileging 

certain groups, ideas and 

ideologies. 

• Are objective, independent and 

neutral - do not intervene in 

public debates. 
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WE WANT BALANCE - BUT WHERE? 

• Within a news story? 
• Within a news outlet? 
• Across a news organisation? 

~ ~ 
• Across a news institution? 

____ :£> 
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ACCOUNTABILITY

• All power must be accountable. 

• When news media power is being abused, what are the 

consequences?

• Existing regulatory bodies are not performing adequately to 

hold news media accountable to clear standards.

• The public feel disempowered and despondent about lack of 

media accountability.

• A Royal Commission is needed to understand the true extent of 

problems and the influence news media is having on Australian 

society.
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NEWS CORP
Why News Corp Coverage Matters
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NEWS CORP TAKES A POSITION IN PUBLIC DEBATES 

The Australian's editor-at-large Paul Kelly respnds to Malcolm Turnbull on ABC 
Q&A television current affairs panel, November 2020: 

"We have many publications that are dedicated to promoting the 
cause of climate change, and radical action on climate change, so 
that's OK is it? It's OK to be a propagandist for one side, but if one is 
a critic or sceptic about some of these issues, that's not OK." 
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NEWS CORP BLURRING NEWS AND COMMENTARY 

News Corp Editorial Policy 

"Comment, conjecture and opinion are 
acceptable in reports to provide 
perspective on an issue, or explain the 
significance of an issue, or to allow readers 
to recognise what the publication's 
standpoint is on the matter being 
reported." 

\ Kennedy Aw ards 
•• , @kennedyawards 

The Kennedy Award for Outstanding Long Form Current Affairs Reporting 
goes to Peta Credi in from @skynewsaust ILfl @saltydingomedia 

KENNEDY AWARDS 
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BEW ARE OF NORMALISING DESTRUCTIVE NEWS MEDIA 

• The ABC is not left wing. 
• The Guardian advocate on issues like 

climate change. 
• However, the Guardian are not equivalent 

to News Corp in scale and journalistic 
standards. 

• Right wing media "anything goes" attitude 
to winning political debates has 
normalised weaponising of: 

o Hate and racial discrimination 
o Misinformation and disinformation 
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MEDIA POWER: SIZE AND CONCENTRATION MATTERS

University of Sydney - Benedetta Brevini and Michael Ward

GetUp's Who Controls Our Media Report 2021

News Corp is the unchallenged dominant 
player, owning ,a 591% s,hare of the metropolitan and 
national print media markets by readership .. Nine is 

the second-lar,gest media owner, with a 
combined 23% ,,eadership share 
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VOICE RESEARCH FINDINGS
Murdoch Referendum Accountability Project
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MOST PROLIFIC AUTHORS AND HOSTS
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TOP VOICES INCLUDED
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VOICES INCLUDED/MENTIONED % OF ARTICLES/VIDEOS

Murdoch Media Inquiry Bill 2023
Submission 20 - Attachment 1



'YES' AND 'NO' ARGUMENTS BY OUTLET
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'YES' AND 'NO' BALANCE - PROLIFIC AUTHORS/HOSTS
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HOW 'YES' AND 'NO' ARGUMENTS ARE INCLUDED
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MOST USED ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE VOICE
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'YES' AND 'NO' CAMP CHARACTERISATIONS
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MISINFORMATION - EXAMPLE

'Poll politics' can't hide Uluru Statement 
fro·m--the· Heart1 's· ·. t·ru· .· · e· ag· e· · nd· a . . .·. ·_ I • .. .. -. : • I . ·• •· I . • . _ _ , , .. • • . • I 

PETA CRED,LIN 

Sky News host exposes Labor's 'lie' on the Uluru Statement from the Heart Australians 'starting to understand' what is at stake if Voice succeeds 
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RACIAL DISCRIMINATION - EXAMPLE
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'Almost no one checks': Claims nearly 'a th ird ' of people claiming to be Aboriginal aren't 
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THANK YOU
Questions
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murdochroyalcommission.org.au 
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