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I WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE
TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND.

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO PAY RESPECT TO
THEIR ELDERS BOTH PAST AND PRESENT AND
EXTEND THAT RESPECT TO OTHER FIRST
AUSTRALIANS WHO ARE PRESENT.
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 The media's role in democracy
- Holding media accountable

NEWS CORP
 Why News Corp coverage matters

VOICE RESEARCH FINDINGS
 Murdoch Referendum Accountability

PRESENTATION
OUTLINE Project

DISCUSSION



PROJECT
OVERVIEW
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Funded by Australians for a Murdoch Royal Commission.
Dr Victoria Fielding leads project team. Team of four
media experts from The University of Adelaide.
Weekly content analysis of articles from The Australian,
Daily Telegraph, Herald Sun and videos from Sky News.
Sample of content up to 126 pieces per week for
duration of referendum.
Results so far from three weeks - 17 July to 6 August.
Sample size so far: The Australian 141, Daily Tele 48,
Herald Sun 35, Sky News 143.
Quantitative coding per word:

o Voices included.

o Voice mentioned.

o 'Yes'or 'No' arguments used.

o How voices and arguments are framed as heroes,

villains or victims.
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MEDIA POWER

Democracy and Accountability




NEWS MEDIA'S POWERFUL ROLE IN A DEMOCRACY

» Hold power to account -
watchdogs.

» Facilitate a diverse
marketplace of ideas.

 Inform citizens with useful,
accurate information they
can use in democracy.

* News media legitimises and
normalises.
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NEWS MEDIA INFLUENCES WIDER PUBLIC DEBATES

Stan Grant, on leaving the ABC:
“We in the media must ask if we
are truly honouring a world worth
living in. Too often we are the
poison in the bloodstream of our
society. | fear the media does not
have the love or the language to
speak to the gentle spirits of our
land...."
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JOURNALISTIC PROFESSIONALISM

Ideally, journalists aim to:
» Report accurately.
* Include diverse voices in fair
IF SOMEONE SAYS IT’S

RAINING OUTSIDE& balance without privileging
prorerrioans. deas and
sy certain groups, ideas an

b e, e ideologies.

YOURJOB IS TO LOOK 3 : : :
OUT THE s » Are objective, independent and

WINDOW AND FIND OUT , ,
WHICH IS TRUE. b neutral - do not intervene in

public debates.

JOURNALISM 101
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WE WANT BALANCE - BUT WHERE?

Within a news story?
Within a news outlet?
ACross a news organisation? D

orEan Y~
AcCross a news institution? ,_\/__u\,\

<> <>
~—— ~———
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All power must be accountable.

When news media power is being abused, what are the
consequences?

Existing regulatory bodies are not performing adequately to
hold news media accountable to clear standards.

The public feel disempowered and despondent about lack of
media accountability.

A Royal Commission is needed to understand the true extent of

problems and the influence news media is having on Australian
society.



Murdoch Media Inquiry Bill 2023
Submission 20 - Attachment 1

NEWS CORP

Why News Corp Coverage Matters
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The Australian’s editor-at-large Paul Kelly respnds to Malcolm Turnbull on ABC
Q&A television current affairs panel, November 2020:

“We have many publications that are dedicated to promoting the
cause of climate change, and radical action on climate change, so
that's OK is it? It's OK to be a propagandist for one side, but if one is
a critic or sceptic about some of these issues, that's not OK.”
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NEWS CORP BLURRING NEWS AND COMMENTARY

News Corp Editorial Policy

"Comment, conjecture and opinion are
acceptable in reports to provide
perspective on an issue, or explain the

significan

to recogr

ce of an issue, or to allow readers
ise what the publication’s

standpoint is on the matter being

reported.

The Kennedy Award for Outstanding Long Form Curren tAffa sRepot
goes to Peta Credlin from @skynewsaust i @saltydingomedia
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« The ABC is not left wing.

« The Guardian advocate on issues like
climate change.

« However, the Guardian are not equivalent
to News Corp in scale and journalistic
standards.

« Right wing media "anything goes" attitude
to winning political debates has
normalised weaponising of:

o Hate and racial discrimination
o Misinformation and disinformation
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MEDIA POWER: SIZE AND CONCENTRATION MATTERS

News Corp is the unchallenged dominant
player, owning a 59% share of the metropolitan and
national print media markets by readership. Nine is
the second-largest media owner, with a
combined 23% readership share

University of Sydney - Benedetta Brevini and Michael Ward
GetUp's Who Controls Our Media Report 2021
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VOICE RESEARCH FINDINGS

Murdoch Referendum Accountability Project



Australian - Paige Taylor
Australian - Rosie Lewis

Australian - Simon Benson
Daily Tele, Herald Sun - Andrew Bolt
Australian - Joe Kelly

Australian - Dennis Shanahan

Australian - Sophie Elsworth

Daily Tele, Herald Sun, Australian - Peta Credlin
Australian - Chris Mitchell
Australian - No author

Daily Tele - Angira Bharadwaj and James Morrow
Daily Tele - No author

Australian - Troy Bramston

Australian - Rosie Lewis and Sarah Ison
Australian - Nick Tabakoff

Australian - Anthony Albanese

Australian - Rosie Lewis and Simon Benson
Australian - Janet Albrechtsen

Herald Sun - Editorial

Australian - Nick Cater

Daily Tele, Herald Sun - Angira Bharadwaj

Australian - Peter Craven
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MOST PROLIFIC AUTHORS AND HOSTS

News Corp Authors by Words (over 2000 words)

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

Sky News Presenter/Show Voice Coverage YouTube in Minutes

Andrew Bolt
Peta Credlin
Sharmi Markson
Paul Murray
Laura Jayes

Rita Panahi

Matt Cunningham
Rowan Dean
Peter Stefanovic
Steve Price
Parliament
Andrew Clennell
Jack Houghton
Amanda Stoker
Aftemoon Agenda
Chris Kenny
Mews Day

Erin Nolan
Weekend Live
Weekend Edition
Cori Bemardi
Caroline Di Russo
James Mormrow
Mews Night
Jenna Clarke

Peter Stefanovic and Laura Jayes

12,000

20.00 40.00 60.00 80.00

100.00

120.00

140.00



Anthony Albanese

Warren Mundine

Jacinta Price

Noel Pearson

Peter Dutton

Linda Burney

2,000

Top Six Voices Included by Number of Words - All Outlets

4,000
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TOP VOICES INCLUDED

6,000

@ Total Yes Included

8,000

m Total No Included

10,000

12,000

14,000
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VOICES INCLUDED/MENTIONED 7% OF ARTICLES/VIDEOS

Percentage of Articles/Videos Including or Mentioning Voices

Anthony Albanese
Linda Burney
Peter Dutton

Warren Mundine
Jacinta Price
Noel Pearson

Thomas Mayo

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

@ Included Cummulative @ Just Mentioned Cummulative
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'YES' AND 'NO' ARGUMENTS BY OUTLET

Percentage of Words for Yes and No Arguments

Total

Sky News

Herald Sun

The Australian

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

B Cummulative Yes Arguments m Cummulative No Arguments
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'YES' AND 'NO' BALANCE - PROLIFIC AUTHORS/HOSTS

Number of Words for 'Yes' and 'No' Arguments per Author/Host

Daily Tele, Herald Sun, Sky News - Ancrew Bot I

Daily Tele, Herald Sun, Sky News - Peta Credlin
Australian - Paige Taylor

Sky News - Sharri Markson

Sky News Doco - Matt Cunningham

Australian - Rosie Lewis

Sky News - Rita Panahi

Australian - Simon Benson

Australian - Dennis Shanahan

Sky News - Laura Jayes

Sky News - Paul Murray I
Australian - Joe Kelly TGN

- 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 16,000

BYes Arguments Words B No Arguments Words
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HOW 'YES' AND 'NO' ARGUMENTS ARE INCLUDED

Comparing Yes and No Sources/Authors with Total Arguments
120,000

100,000
80,000

60,000

40,000
h I

Yes included as source or author Total 'Yes' argument MNo included as source or author Total 'No' argument
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MOST USED ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE VOICE

Eight Most Used 'No’ Arguments Against Voice By Words - All Outlets

Voice will create more radical advocates (reparations etc.) and lead to treaty

There are no details or don't know

Yes campaign is mean, dishonest, misleading or hypocritical

Voice support dropping

Voice divides or segregates Australia

Voice is elite not grassroots

Voice gives Aboriginal people special rights

Voice won't help Aboriginal people

- 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14000 16,000 18,000
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'YES' AND 'NO' CAMP CHARACTERISATIONS

Percentage of Words Used to Characterise Yes and No Camps

Total

Sky News

Daily Telegraph

Herald Sun

The Australian

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

mNo Narrative - No Framed Hero @ No Narrative - No Framed Victim m®No Narrative - Yes Framed Villain

BY es Narrative - Yes Framed Hero OYes Narrative - Yes Framed VictimBY es Narrative - No Framed Villain
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MISINFORMATION - EXAMPLE

‘Poll politics’ can’t hide Uluru Statement
from the Heart’s true agenda

PETA CREDLIN

J oeniion KEEPING VOTERS IN THE DARK INSULTS THEM
P P O o03/516 REAL NEWS, HONESTVIEWS. - L+ | - il

| ‘Cre;@ ULURU STATEMENT'S TRUE AGENDA LAID BARE
> Ml O o001/ e @ @ = O o

Sky News host exposes Labor's 'lie’ on the Uluru Statement from the Heart Australians ‘starting to understand’ what is at stake if Voice succeeds
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RACIAL DISCRIMINATION - EXAMPLE

‘Fake’ Aborigines
hurting their cause

ere e go vel again
Labor's Gordon Rewd
s one of the recornd
I federal politicians
who say they e
Aboriginal
Reid, from the
New South Walkes seat of Robertson
has often declared thes Abong nality
that nostr
just Looking at him
For instance, in his maiden speech
to parhament he introduced himself
as “a prowd Wisadjur: man” by way of
his father’s mother, " Aunty Robyn
Red
Fie's made the same claim on the
ADC and Sky News, and wis angry

when Opposition Leader Peter

or woulkl guess from

xredible Abonginal eider

Dutton asked whether the Voice
Labor’s planned Aboriginal-only
advisory parfbenent - would have
rulesabout who actually gualified as
Aborigina

“That's msulting” protested Rekl
“Thisisan e that & extremely
close to home ™

il say

1 roblem is that Rexl ke an
astomishing number of prominent
Australians maki
aboust theyr Abongr

public fuss
ty. tums out to
have not one Aboriginal ancestor e
his family tree

No, “Aunty” Robyn Redd s not
Abanginal, and so Redd 0t either

N he finding of anexhaustive
search by genealogists froen the
dark-emu-exposed org website,

which has exposed several fake
Abongines v, mostly academics
such as Professor Broce Pascoe and
Professor " Aunty” Kerrie Doyle
winner of a scholarship to Oxford
meant for Abongin
Of course, thes

students
wits coule
have made mistakes as they preced
together Rewd's ancestry from
reconds of births, deaths and

marm
newsy
Phos

s and consulted
lippings and family
L5

Sodark-emu-exposed org wrole 1o
Rewl, asking him to potnt out the

Abarigine they may have overlooked
among his ancestors, who all seemed

of Irish or English ancestry. Or wans he

the one mistaken
NO answer
Soon Saturday |

well anking him to nan

to Reidas
e his

Abonginal “apcal ancestor” - the
first Abovigine to enter his family tree
Arxl could the Robertson MEP poant t
the evade

Tdidnt
questions, but his staff have now 1ok
look at what he did om Monday
Good heavens Reid had hs

ot an answer to those

grandmother come to Parkament to
watch him give a speech protesting he
really was Abongioal and wondering
how mean | was

My grandmother Aunty Robyn, of
w Ly community hears me
peak so fondy and frequently. s 2
proud Aboriginal Minga ehler
and a woman of Wirndgur descent

he insisted, again without naming
whikch of her parents, grandparents or
great-grandparents was the family’s
apical Aboriginal ancestos

On he proughed with emotion, but
no proof ™ 1 am prowud of my
Aboriginal hevitage, and the desire to
ne of this pride is
somwthing that | will never
understand

Lam of Wiradjurt heritage. | am of
the Mingaletta community. | am
Aboriginal. My family is Aboriginal
and we are prow

Fine. he's proadd. F'm happy for him,
and bad be not turned his
Aboriginality into a political calling

Labor MP Gordon Redd, pictured with Anthory Alb

has claimed

card and qualification 'd have said
nothing
But et m
truth about A
truth and proof - matters, despite his

sxplain to Reld why

nsnal ancestry

hurt pride

Aboriginal groups are iIncreasingly
agitated that fake Aborgines are
taking jobs, prizes. grants, medicnl
access, handouts and power from real
Aborigines, and are now calling it out

For instance, Suzanne Ingram, of
the NSW Aboriginal Housing Office
told SBS she thought 300000 of our
SO0.000 Aborigines actually werent
and if this wasn t sorted out it i
going to enase Aboriginal persors

Activist Stephen Hagan accuse
fikes of “profiting from our misery
and Yvonne Weldon of NSW
M politan Abonginal Land
cil said fakes were hobding jobs
meant for Aborigines Others resent
fakes claiming to represent real
Abord
publsc policies

. distorting debate amv

00,000 fakes was an
exaggeration, and the real number
closer to 130000 That's the number
of Australians claiming to be
Aboriginal in the past two censuss

who hadntinthe consus hefore

But now | wonder If I've been naive
how many prominent
ve bown exposed as fakes by

after sex
peopd

dark-emu-exposed org, despite the
ing & wrong
ictorian Labor

fewal dangerin
They include a
candidate, and even South Australia's
Aboriginal” Attorney -General
Kyvam Maher, who refuses pomt
blank to expiin why his family tree
shows not ane of the Aborigina
ancestors he's clalmed 1o have, If
there'sa mistake. he won't say where
Now there's Gonk
wockend was ot the Garma Festival in
rginal
s and helping the Albanese
nment push the Voice hesays is
goodd for Aborigines
Aborigines like, er, him?

w Reid, who tast

wim Land, doing an Ab

i

LA L

‘Almost no one checks”: Claims nearly ‘a third’ of people claiming to be Aboriginal aren't
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THANK YOU

Questions
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Keep Updated

murdochroyalcommission.org.au



