
Inquiry into and report on all aspects of the conduct of the 2019 Federal Election and matters related thereto
Submission 6



 2 

instructions on your ballot paper, you would then need to number 
at least 6 boxes.” 
 
Another possibility would be to replace “you need to number at 
least 6 boxes” by “you should number at least 6 boxes”. I would 
still dislike that, of course. But that statement would not be a lie. 
 
Dealing with the below-the-line vote the guide has this: 
 

If you choose to vote below the line, you need to number at 
least 12 boxes, from 1 to 12, for individual candidates in the 
order of your choice. You can continue to place numbers in 
the order of your choice in as many boxes below the line as 
you like.” 

 
Note that the words “number at least 12 boxes” are in bold letters. 
 
If politicians were honest with voters that would read this way: 
 

If you choose to vote below the line, you need to number at 
least 6 boxes, from 1 to 6, for individual candidates in the 
order of your choice. You can continue to place numbers in 
the order of your choice in as many boxes below the line as 
you like. Your vote will only be rendered informal if you 
fail to number 6 boxes in consecutive order. 

 
Does anyone seriously dispute my claim that the Senate voting 
system is both dishonest and manipulative? What is needed is an 
honest system designed by me. My model ballot papers provide 
that. The voter would then be offered a voter-friendly ballot paper 
in which it is made quite clear that which vote is counted as formal 
and that which vote is not counted because it is informal. The 
present ballot paper is very voter unfriendly and very, very, party-
machine friendly. It is precisely what would be expected from 
party machines that seek to manipulate voters who have the wool 
pulled over their eyes. 
 
My use of the expression “designed by me” may sound conceited. 
For such a reason I should point out that the IDEA behind my 
reform proposals was generated by Dame Enid Lyons (on behalf 
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of the Liberal Party) in February 1948. Unfortunately, because the 
Labor Government of the day did not understand what it was 
doing she failed in the short term. When her party gained office, it 
decided her ideas were not acceptable because they would make 
the Senate voting system too fair. 
 
Please reply by e-mail for which my address is as follows: 
 

 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Malcolm Mackerras 
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