Red Imported Fire Ants in Australia
Submission 17 - Attachment 1

QUESTION ON NOTICE
No. 2259
Asked on 23 November 2010

MR CRANDON asked the Minister for Primary Industries, Fisheries and Rural and
Regional Queensland (MR MULHERIN)-

QUESTION:

Will the Minister detail how many officers were specifically employed in the detection
and eradication of fire ants throughout Queensland as at the start of November for
2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 (in table format)?

ANSWER:

Details of staff involved in the detection and eradication of fire ants are:

Year No. of staff"
(full time equivalent)
2007 139.05
2008 123.3
2009 109.05
2010 181.86

1 No. of staff as at 1 November, except for 2010 which is as at 15 November.

Biosecurity Queensland’s fire ant detection and eradication staff play an important
role in the battle against the fire ants.

We are also developing new scientific tools that will accelerate eradication such as
remote sensing technology, micro genetic analysis and spread modeling.

The public and industry also play a very important role in the eradication program
through reporting fire ant infestation and adhering to movement controls.

The early reporting of infestations has resulted in fire ant colonies being quickly
destroyed, preventing further spread.

We need everyone to continue be vigilant in the battle against fire ants and report
suspect ants as soon as possible.
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Patricia Griffin

From: Biosecurity Qld CC Community Engagement Mailbox <FACCCE@daf.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 3 June 2015 9:05 AM

To: Coomera Electorate Office

Subject: Fire ant detections on the Gold Coast

Good morning,

The National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program appreciates your interest in and support of the
successful eradication of fire ants. Effective eradication of this highly invasive pest is reliant on political and
public support.

For instance, funding requires agreement from all states and territories as well as the commonwealth on an
annual basis. The ongoing identification of fire ants requires the public to be educated and engaged in a
joint effort to eradicate fire ants. Public reporting of suspect ants contributes significantly to the success of
the Program accounting for 70 per cent of all new detections.

In response to your recent request, fire ants have been detected at Ormeau, Stapylton and Yatala within
the last 12 months.

The infestations in Ormeau and Stapylton were detected as a result of public reports.
The specific locations of these detections are:

Brookside Circuit, Ormeau in December 2014.

Myrtle Avenue, Ormeau in March 2015.

Jacobs Well Road & Quinns Road, Stapylton in January 2015.

- Alloy St Yatala August 2014, (this detection was a result of aerial surveillance activities).

*Please note, specific location information is not provided to the public or media due to privacy reasons. The above information is provided for
your information only.

All colonies have been destroyed and the immediate area has been bait treated. Recent targeted
surveillance activities have been undertaken on risk sites within Pimpama, Ormeau and Ormeau Hills.

Gilberton, Woongoolba, Steiglitz, Norwell, Jacobs Well, Ormeau, Ormeau Hills, Kingsholme, Pimpama,
Willow Vale and Coomera are scheduled to be flown aerially surveyed before the 30" June.

Recent public engagement in the area includes:

» Use of a mobile display office at Upper Coomera Masters and Woolworths.

e A community briefing for the Pimpama Men's Shed and the Ormeau and Districts Garden Club.

e A static display at the Upper Coomera library.

e Over 6,500 brochures have been distributed through local businesses in the northern Gold Coast
area with large numbers distributed through Woolworths stores at Helensvale, Upper Coomera and
Ormeau.

The Program’s school education show entitled ‘Aka the Fire Ant Tracker’ has been to Toogoolawah and
Woongoolba State Schools. Fire ant educational materials have been disseminated through 19 schools in
the localities of Coomera, Upper Coomera, Ormeau, Pimpama, Yatala and Woongoolba.

Should your office receive any calls from members of the public about fire ants please refer them to the fire
ant website for information www.daf.ald.qov.auffireants or they can call 13 25 23.

1



Red Imported Fire Ants in Australia
Submission 17 - Attachment 1

Please contact one of our Communications staff on 3330 4633, if you wish to discuss this or any other
issue related to the National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program.

Regards
Sarah Corcoran

Director

Biosecurity Queensiand Control Centre
Biosecurity Queensland

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
55 Priors Pocket Road, Moggill QLD 4070

PO Box 204, Bellbowrie QLD 4070

Telephone 07 3330 4601 Facsimile 07 3330 4640

Website www.daff.qld.qov.au Customer Service Centre 13 25 23

The information in this email together with any attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which it
is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. There is no waiver of any
confidentiality/privilege by your inadvertent receipt of this material.

Any form of review, disclosure, modification, distribution and/or publication of this email message is prohibited,
unless as a necessary part of Departmental business.

If you have received this message in error, you are asked to inform the sender as quickly as possible and delete
this message and any copies of this message from your computer and/or your computer system network.
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Adjournment
Coomera Electorate, Fire Ants
17 Sep 2015

Mr CRANDON (Coomera—LNP) (5.25 pm): I rise to alert the House to the fact that the
northern Gold Coast is under attack. In fact, it is being invaded. Yes, we have many thousands
of new residents moving into the gorgeous part of the world known as Coomera, where heaven
meets earth, but coming with them—and I seek your indulgence here, Madam Deputy Speaker;
I need to show a photo of the culprit to those present—is the fire ant. That is a black and white
photo of a fire ant. That is the only one I could capture.

Fire ants are moving into the northern Gold Coast. It is very scary indeed. Since the beginning
of January, we have had 52 positive detections on the northern Gold Coast. To give members
an idea that they are all over the northern Gold Coast area and that we have to be vigilant:
Stapylton has had six detections; Ormeau, eight; Yatala, two; Pimpama, two; Gilberton, 12;
Woongoolba, nine; Norwell, seven; Upper Coomera, one; and Alberton, five. So we have to
do something about this. I quote an email from Biosecurity Queensland that I received recently.
It reads—

I would like to inform you of a recent detection of Red Imported Fire Ants within the Gold Coast suburb of
Pimpama.

One fire ant colony, consisting of three mounds, was detected on the footpath on Sunstone Avenue in Pimpama.
The ants were reported to Biosecurity Queensland by a vigilant member of the public.

That brings me to the main point that I want to make here today. We have to be vigilant. We
have to get out there and start looking for these little terrors—and they are terrors. If you touch
them, you will know they are fire ants because they will swarm. They will swarm up your arm,
so you have to stay right away from them. There is a wealth of information on the Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries' website at www.daf.qld.gov.au/fireants. You can even send fire
ants an email at fireants@daf.qld.gov.au, believe it or not, and they will respond to you.

But there are simple things that we can do. This is a simple one and we want to get it out into
the community. In fact, I am going to be writing to all of the schools in my community to
encourage them to have 'Aka the Fire Ant Tracker' come along and show the children exactly
what they have to do. What do they have to do? They have to check, they have to click and
they have to send. What does that mean? They have to check to see whether or not they think
it is a fire ant or a fire ant nest. They have to take a photo of that, staying well away from it
because they are dangerous little beggars. Then they have to send that photo to the Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries to establish whether or not it is in fact a fire ant nest. I will
encourage every one of my schools to get out 'Aka the Fire Ant Tracker'.

(Time expired)
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Fire ants on the march

ROBYN WUTH
ROBYN.WUTH@NEWS.COM.AU

DEADLY fire ants are continuing
their march toward the Gold Coast
with Biosecurity Queensland reveal-
ing several nests have been detected
in the northern growth corridor.

The fire ant is the most aggressive
in the world and nests were found on
aproperty at Ormeau in March.

Biosecurity Queensland (BQ)
Control Centre director Sarah Corco-
ran said the Ormeau outbreak fol-
lowed nests detected at Stapylton in
February and in Yatala in December.

So far northern NSW is fire ant
free but experts warn the insects
spread “like wildfire” and can elimin-
ate animal species in an invaded area.

These highly aggressive ants will
swarm in seconds and bite repeatedly
causing red welts and a pustule that
fades in a couple days.

- In an estimated 5 per cent of
cases, fire ants can cause death from
allergic reaction.

The discovery has prompted a
major BQ aerial surveillance opera-
tion in search of other nests.

Flying at just 150m, the helicopter
search team will sweep areas from
Coomera to Loganholme.

The helicopter surveillance uses
multi-spectrum image data that de-
tects energy in three distinct fre-
quency bands (red, green and blue

- images) near-infra-red and thermal
and fire ant mounds have a distinct
signature that can be recognised.

Gold Coast City Council has is-
sued an update to all councillors
warning of the potential danger and

What to expect from a bite

Common reaction to fire
ant bites:

Pain

Swelling

Redness

Itching

Allergic reaction to fire
ant bites:
Vomiting
Dizziness
Disorientation
Wheezing

A nest of deadly fire ants, which have now been found at Ormeau.

has urged residents to report any
sightings immediately.

“Fire ants are one of Australia’s
most invasive species,” it states.

“They have the potential to ruin
our Queensland way of life, affect
our health and have serious environ-
mental impacts.

“As for our native animals and
crops, they don’t stand a chance.”

Ms Corcoran said the US spent
more than $7 billion managing the
impact of fire ants.

Fire ants are coppery brown in col=

our with a black or dark-brown abdo-
men and can be anywhere frpm two

to six millimetres. Nests are usually
dome-shaped with no visible entry
holes. A typical fire ant colony produ-
ces large mounds in open areas and
can destroy young plants and seeds.

Fire ants attack en masse
and often kill small animals includ- -
“ing kittens.
~ BQ warned the fire ants were
on the move across south-
east Queensland.

Fire ants have been found in the
Scenic Rim, Gold ~Coast,.. Ipsw1ch
Logan and Brisbane, ~
Biosecurity Queensland can be contacted
by phone on 13 25 23.
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The Hon Mark Furner MP
Queensland Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries

Government

1 William Street Brisbane 4000
GPO Box 46 Brisbane
. Queensland 4001 Australia
Our ref: CTS 19517/18 Telephone +61 7 3719 7420
Email agriculture@ministerial.qld.gov.au

- 2 AUG 2018

Mr Michael Crandon MP
Member for Coomera
PO Box 314

ORMEAU QLD 4208

DeaWon Mf%‘d/l

Thank you for your interest in the activities of the National Red Imported Fire Ant
Eradication Program in your electorate.

| understand you had a productive meeting with senior management of the Program and
staff from my office on 13 June 2018 and that the Program committed to provide further
information about Program activities. Please accept this letter on behalf of the Program as
fulfilment of this commitment.

The Coomera electorate has been a focal point of historic and ongoing Program activity.
Areas of the electorate have been subject to proactive and targeted surveillance for over 10
years to determine the extent of the South East Queensland red imported fire ant (fire ant)
infestation. It has only been in the last three years, with an increase more recently, that a
notable amount of infestation has been found and treated in your electorate and the
northern end of the Gold Coast Local Government area more broadly.

The Program is investing a large amount of resources in responding to the infestation in the
Coomera electorate. During the 2017-18 treatment season, over the warmer summer
months, approximately 10 715 hectares of the Coomera electorate was treated by the broad
scale application of bait. This suppression treatment is designed to limit the spread of
infestation, particularly further south.

All new detections of fire ants in the Coomera electorate will continue to be treated, either
by this broad scale application of bait, or by the direct injection of nests with a contact
insecticide. Over 3 000 nests within the Coomera electorate were destroyed by the injection
of insecticide in 2017-18.

Importantly, as an area with known infestation, the Coomera electorate is wholly within a fire
ant biosecurity zone. Within these zones there are restrictions on the movement of material
in which fire ants are known to survive transportation and subsequently start a new colony.
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The Program actively manages this risk of human-assisted spread through compliance
activities in the Coomera electorate. This includes regular checks on businesses engaged in
risky activities to ensure their adherence with actions required under regulation.

| am advised a tracing investigation has determined all activities at the residential
development site where fire ants have been recently detected at Jacobs Well have been
undertaken in accordance with regulation. Also, checks of relevant nearby businesses have
since confirmed their operations as compliant.

With regards to providing advice of new fire ant detections to elected representatives, the
Program only does so in instances where the detection is made beyond the limits of the
known area of infestation, defined by the Program’s operational boundary. Like the
biosecurity zones, the Coomera electorate is wholly within the operational boundary.

For privacy reasons, the Program does not provide details of individual infested properties
to representatives, the local community or neighbouring property owners or occupants.

To be successful in effecting the eradication of fire ants, the Program will require the active
support and participation of local communities across South East Queensland. The
Program is continually improving its engagement with the public, and will also be taking
steps to provide local, state and federal representatives with the information they need to
help support this effort.

Yours sincerely

MARK FURNER MP
Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries

Att (1)



ey Kparpey

LAY

puejsusand puejsucang Aunoosolg

‘weiBol UoeapoI3 1y o4 patiodu) pay fouatieN AQ pasnpoid depy

‘saBewep ‘s9ss0| ‘sasuadxa (e Joj (oueByBau v Ajqey

uofieayiday ‘uoseal Aue 10 pue Aem Aue u sjejduoou 10 @ieinaaey| Buiaq eiep ay) jo 1nsai @ 9 1nau) 1yBu NOA Yy 0} 5}50 pue (IBewep (2puaNbaIsU0d 1o 193
JEAN JO SUOREIUDS91d0] OU SO4ELY PURSUGIND) JO SIS AU} JO/pUE SUEIPOISND Tl

05 TEP 0504} J0 A9RINIT DY) AINSUD O} UYL} 8| 1ED A19AD Y

0SHS U/

LOHEITUOUALAD PUEN BRI

pSEgodt

030 03343

17 - Attachment 1

ission

Red Imported Fire Ants in Australia
Subm

sijBWo|Iy

¥ [4 0

Y

JuaLL4ea] uoissalddns Jo uogeaipesa pauueyd ybniy) Jo
5[090j0.d usugea s,ueibol aup jo uonejuawaduuy ayy ybnoiy By
‘pakansap ale SpLb 358U Ul SUOIZ|aP MaU [|e Jey) plou 3G pinoys )] 'z

LW} 3kes|RIpu9 |

0N

SU0RI3)3P SNOINSLY D
81-L107 SUORoaIap May
JUe 311 JO 30U Umauy
auglanng  pis
qngg (3
(2402) fepunog ez e g
911107 B3y jusugeay] uoissaiddng _nﬂ_
81-L40z hepunoq euonescdo. g3

SaNIAIY Wwelbold
Juy 8114 papodw] pay [euoneN

31Vy0.19314 VY300

3umog

15009 wiy 23S uayinog

1akypo

puejpay
fro sueqsyig

Aeg

uoRiop uoWos

weiboid uonealpesy
juy 2114 papodw| pay |euoyen

HomAljoH

oyouqpes
yinog

HILVYMAYQU,

W10 OSIpLICy

eqeueng

",

7
I
i

)

spuoys) Aog
URIIGH Woyinos

00¥3IDA00

puE(s] 0oIGRENS
oy

puejs;
H1ossny

I1oM sq0a8r

pur(s) odoy

ujEUnOp duULIOqUTL

purifog

WI¥ JIN3DS

ouuogue]

§0019 J0pOY

T s

yeqeaey

Y04 1EPIY

©qUQfITEx

2quoasmy
nvoor1 [0~
DUBPIIOM -
7/ vln uek
v
ngyoouue.
7
7 yeaog

A IUN9,

SANVIa3y

Argy uogoron

proong

yh STV

~

MOALIOf

1/.\\ N / ofsosoy ugbo

BLIpue FUdp:

\ Ned P OPoTIT

>




Red Imported Fire Ants in Australia
Submission 17 - Attachment 1

Question on Notice
No. 16
Asked on 12 February 2019

MR M CRANDON ASKED MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY
DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES (HON M FURNER)—

QUESTION:

Will the Minister advise in industry order, including the number of cases for each and based
on evidence, the top ten industry/business types responsible for the spreading of fire ants in
Queensland?

ANSWER:

On behalf of every government in Australia, the Queensland Government is co-ordinating a
national effort to eradicate fire ants.

An independent chair leads a National Steering Committee in overseeing and directing the
program on behalf of all governments. The Agriculture Minister’s Forum and the National
Biosecurity Committee provide additional oversight of Australia’s largest eradication effort.

Fire ant infestation is often associated with new development sites potentially through the
movement of materials that can harbour a fire ant queen such as soil, mulch, turf, potted plants
and landscaping products being used during development activities.

Compliance activities conducted by the program target higher risk industries with compliance
checks being undertaken of the following industries in decreasing order of the number of
checks conducted:
e Civil contractors
Hay
Earthmovers/haulage
Builders
Nurseries
Landscaping yards
Poultry
Haulage
Developers
Turf.

Fire ants also spread through flight with ninety-nine per cent of all known flights of fire ants
occurring within two kilometres of an origin site. The remaining one per cent may fly up to
five kilometres, but beyond this it is unlikely a successful colony will establish.

No area of Australia is free from the risk of fire ants. The commitment by all States, Territories
and the Australian Government underlines the importance of eradicating fire ants and
preventing the devastation that this pest has demonstrated around the world.
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Question on Notice
No. 528
Asked on 3 April 2019

MR M CRANDON ASKED MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY
DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES (HON M FURNER)—

QUESTION:

With reference to the Minister’s answer to Question on Notice No. 16 asked on 12 February
2019—

Will the Minister advise for those listed (a) how many compliance checks were completed each
year, for each industry and (b) how many compliance checks detected fire ants each year, by
Industry (referred to in the answer and reported over the last three years)?

ANSWER:

On behalf of every government in Australia, the Queensland Government is co-ordinating a
national effort to eradicate fire ants.

National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program officers visit business operators to assess
their compliance with legislated movement controls to prevent the spread of fire ants. During
2018-19, the Program increased compliance efforts by undertaking additional monitoring of
businesses in industries determined to be high-risk. For the year to date, the Program has
undertaken:

e 143 compliance checks on civil contractors and development companies

e 98 checks on hay producers

e 97 checks of earthmovers and haulage companies
75 checks of nurseries
70 checks of builders
36 checks of landscaping, compost, and soil recyclers
16 checks of poultry operators and
3 checks of turf farmers.

The Program’s targeted approach to checking these high risk industries commenced on 1 July
2018. Prior to this, compliance checks were undertaken more broadly across a range of
industries, with a total of 534 compliance checks undertaken in 2017-18 and 64 checks
undertaken in 2016-17.

Compliance checks are performed to ensure persons are complying with necessary movement
controls as opposed to a means of fire ant detection or surveillance. This means checking that
persons are applying adequate risk mitigation measures to allow movement of the fire ant
carrier product as outlined in their biosecurity instrument permit, the Regulation or as a general
biosecurity obligation.

No area of Australia is free from the risk of fire ants. The commitment by all states, territories
and the Australian Government underlines the importance of eradicating fire ants and
preventing the devastation that this pest has demonstrated around the world.
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LOGAN

Building sites infested as fire ant program
fails, says expert °

Judith Kerr, Quest Newspapers
April 12, 2019 4:30am
Subscriber only

THE state government has been accused of leaving Southeast Queensland at the peril
of deadly fire ants.

Logan-based fire ant monitor Stuart Webber said the state’s $411 million fire ant
program was failing with the number of nests in Logan public parks doubling every
year for three years.

Logan City Council debated a new fire ant policy for the city on Wednesday.

Fire any expert Stuart Webber says the $411 million fire ant program in Queensland
is failing.

The new policy includes a recommendation from parks officers to give council staff
and contractors greater authority to treat nests but only in the event of an
emergency.

The report to council said housing estates across the southeast were prime sites for
heavy infestations and extermination by direct nest injection was “low cost”.

Biosecurity Queensland said housing estates were heavily infested with the pest but
said it was focused on aerial baiting west of Ipswich with the project gradually
working towards Logan and Redlands as part of a 10-year eradication program.
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It pinpointed heavy infestations at the Gold Coast and in major housing development
suburbs of Logan including Yarrabilba, Waterford, Park Ridge, Chambers Flat,
Jimboomba, Flagstone and Bethania.

¥
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A fire ant nest in a Logan park. PHOTO: JUDITH KERR
Mr Webber said he believed the eradication program was going “pear shaped” and
heading for the same outcome as cane toads and lantana.

He said the southeast had been left “high and dry” over the past year with Logan
infestations doubling every year for the past three years.

e LOGAN FIRE ANT HOT SPOT
e FIRE ANTS INVADE FIVE LOGAN PARKS

He said the low success rate of aerial baiting in the west, at Gatton, had put back the
rollout of Biosecurity Queensland’s program in the east to places such as the Gold
Coast and Logan.

“Local government staff need greater powers to take immediate action on the ground
instead of having to wait for Biosecurity Queensland,” he said.

“I was forced to report a children’s blow-up jumping castle which was erected on a
nest in Alexander Clark Park in Loganholme in August.

“None of the nests in the park were flagged to warn parents about the dangers of the
ant or what to do in case of a sting. Biosecurity Queensland has stopped flagging the

nests, so now nobody knows where they are. These ants are dangerous and a sting
can kill a child.”
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A children’s blow-up jumping castle was erected on a nest in Alexander Clark Park in
Loganholme in August.

Logan’s new policy, to be voted on at next Tuesday’s full council meeting, will include
warning signs about ants at public parks.

Bahrs Scrub resident Damian, who did not want to give his surname, said he was
concerned about the spread of the pest at a housing subdivision on his street at 32
Berzins Court.

Logan council construction taskforce officers said they would be monitoring the site
during earthworks and had alerted Biosecurity Queensland.

Berzins Court in the centre of the photo with the major land development in the top
left hand corner.

Logan City councillor Jon Raven said giving officers powers only in emergencies was
“the thin edge of the wedge”. “I'm worried that this could graduate from council
doing the work in extreme circumstances to doing all treatment and Biosecurity

Queensland is not even doing the work anymore and the ratepayer is footing the bill,”
he said.
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“The BQ guys have really long lunch breaks in Demio Park in my electorate — so if
anyone wants to talk to Biosecurity Queensland their officers are often there.”

Responsibility for reporting cases of fire ants lies with local governments but
surveillance and control of the ants is the responsibility of Biosecurity Queensland.

The blow-up jumping castle which was erected on a fire ant nest in Alexander Clark
Park, Loganlea.
e DOGS USED TO PAWS FIRE ANTS

Fire ants can spread by flying with queen ants able to fly up to skm.

However they also hitchhike in construction materials such as soil, turf, mulch, hay,
potted plants and manure.

Any suspect nests should be reported to Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.

Alternatively, take a photo of the nest and ants and report using an online form.
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Question on Notice
No. 897
Asked on 11 June 2019

MR M CRANDON ASKED MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY
DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES (HON M FURNER)—

QUESTION:

With reference to the Minister's answer to Question on Notice No. 528 of 2019 wherein the
Minister did not detail how many compliance checks detected fire ants each year, by Industry,
but instead stated ‘Compliance checks are performed to ensure persons are complying with
necessary movement controls as opposed to a means of fire ant detection or surveillance’—
Will the Minister advise (a) if the answer means that no fire ants have been detected during
compliance checks and (b) if fire ants have been detected during compliance checks, the
number of compliance checks that resulted in fire ant detections each year (for 2016-17 to
2018-19 to date reported separately by financial year and by industry)?

ANSWER:

On behalf of every government in Australia, the Queensland Government is coordinating a
national effort to eradicate fire ants.

Under the Biosecurity Act 2014, and Biosecurity Regulation 2016, individuals and
organisations whose activities involve the movement or storage of fire ant carriers have a
general biosecurity obligation to take all reasonable steps to ensure they do not spread fire ants.

(a) I can advise that fire ants have been detected during compliance checks.

(b) Where a new detection of fire ants has occurred during a compliance check, that detection
is recorded and combined with detections from all other program activities. These data
inform subsequent program activities.

Compliance checks are performed to ensure persons are complying with necessary
movement controls as opposed to a means of fire ant detection or surveillance. This means
checking that persons are applying adequate risk mitigation measures to allow movement
of the fire ant carrier product as outlined in their biosecurity instrument permit, the
regulation or as a general biosecurity obligation.
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Coomera Electorate Office

From: Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
<departmentofagricultureandfisheries@daf.gld.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 9 August 2019 4:37 PM
To: Coomera Electorate Office
Subject: Fire ant update August 2019
(]

August 2019

Message from the General Manager

Recent national media coverage claiming that Australia has lost the war against one of the world's most
invasive pests is not true.

The truth is that our program is on track to rid our country of the ‘super pest’ once and for all.

Just two years into the program's 10-year plan, residents in Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim and parts of
Ipswich City local government area are telling us the strategy is working.

Our eyes on the ground are telling us our efforts to eradicate fire ants in the west of Brisbane are paying
off. This is positive news for the program, for Queensland and for Australia.

There is also scientific evidence that the treatment is weakening genetic diversity of the ants, increasing
the pressure on this pest.

The program'’s finite resources over ten years are focussed on eradication strategies, working from west
to east — from the western boundary of the infestation, through Ipswich, Logan and ending in Redlands.

Best available advice to the program indicated the strategy moving from west to east, taking a systematic
approach, would give us the best chance of eradicating the pest from our backyards once and for all.

Containment strategies are in place on the other boundaries, and suppression methods are used
elsewhere within the operational boundary to minimise the spread of fire ants until eradication strategies
can be applied.

Since the program began, Australia has eradicated five separate incursions of fire ants, including a
population spread over 8,000 hectares at the Port of Brisbane. As the world's largest eradication of any
ant species continues, the eyes of the world are on Australia.

We understand that's little comfort to those residents across South East Queensland who see fire ants in
their backyards and neighbourhoods, but we haven't forgotten about you.

To some in the suburbs not currently the focus of eradication, fire ant populations will be increasing. This
is expected and reports from the community are vitally important to allow us to prioritise our suppression
treatments in your area.
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Without the efforts of our program, fire ants could be north to Mackay, south to Sydney and west to
Charleville by now.

Graeme Dudgeon

General Manager
National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program

= 10-year fire ant eradication plan

We are now in the second year of our
comprehensive 10-year eradication plan to
find, contain and eradicate fire ants in South
East Queensland.

We have almost completed bait treatment
along the western boundary of the fire ant
containment area in the Lockyer Valley,
Scenic Rim and parts of the Ipswich local
government area and our efforts to eradicate
the ‘super pest’ appear to be paying off.
Residents in the area are telling us “there
used to be fire ants, now there are none.”

We are supported by a National Red
Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program
(SEQ) steering committee which provides
guidance and support, and monitors our progress against targets to ensure we are successful.

Read more about our 10-year National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication plan.

Listen to what our farmers out west have to say: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4xYNpQ38t|
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This email was sent by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries to coomera@parliament.gld.gov.au
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Question on Notice
No. 1131
Asked on 20 August 2019

MR M CRANDON ASKED MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY
DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES (HON M FURNER)—

QUESTION:
With reference to the Minister's answers to Questions on Notice Nos. 897 and 528 of 2019—

Will the Minister (a) confirm that the department cannot determine whether detections of fire
ants occurred during compliance checks or detections from all other program activities or (b)
if the department can determine whether detections of fire ants occurred during a compliance
check, provide breakdowns per compliance check categories and years as requested in
Questions on Notice nos. 897 and 528 of 2019?

ANSWER:
| thank the Member for the question.

On behalf of every government in Australia, the Queensland Government is co-ordinating a
national effort to eradicate fire ants.

In 2018-19, 72 per cent of fire ant infestations were reported by the public, with the remainder
identified through program activities such as field surveillance, either planned by the program
or as a follow-up to the public reports. Detections can occur during compliance checks although
this is not the primary purpose of compliance activities.

Detections that are reported by compliance officers during compliance checks are recorded
along with detections reported by other program officers. A fire ant sample is routinely
collected and also recorded in the information system along with details of the officer who
collected it. Further to Questions on Notice nos. 897 and 528, the program has now undertaken
a detailed manual cross-matching of detection reports and fire ant sample records to identify
which detections were reported by a compliance officer and the details of the compliance
activity.

During the past three years there have been two instances where fire ants have been detected
during compliance checks and suspect ant samples brought back to the program offices by
compliance officers. These detections occurred in 2017, one on a turf farm and the other at a
poultry and hay business.
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The Hon Mark Furner MP

Q land 11 i FAm = .
ol Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries
1 William Street Brisbane 4000
Our ref: CTS 24293/19 GPO Box 46 Brisbane
Your ref: A 485250 Queensland 4001 Australia
Telephone +61 7 3719 7420
Email agriculture@ministerial.gld.gov.au
09 0CT 2019
Mr Neil Laurie

The Clerk of the Parliament
Queensland Parliamentary Service
Parliament House

George Street

BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear MpALaurie

Thank you for your letter of 4 September 2019 concerning Petition No. 3163-19, received by
the Queensland Legislative Assembly, relating to the management of Red Imported Fire
Ants in the northern regions of the Gold Coast.

The Palaszczuk Government is aware of the potential negative impacts fire ants could have
on Queensland’s economy, environment, public health and lifestyle and is committed to
eradicating this pest. It is for this reason that the Queensland Government, in partnership
with the Federal and all State and Territory Governments, has committed to a 10-year plan
to eradicate fire ants in South-East Queensland by 2026-27.

The eradication strategy over the 10 years has been designed to reduce the size of the
infestation, using a staged, rolling planned treatment program, starting from the west and
progressively moving to the east, using the Pacific Ocean as a natural boundary to the east.
This approach was taken in order to prevent fire ants becoming established in the prime
agricultural areas west of Brisbane, which are considered to be ideal habitat for the species.
If this had occurred, it is likely that there would have been significant financial impacts upon
the agricultural sector in this region.

The 10-year fire ant eradication is being delivered by Biosecurity Queensland through the
National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program. Eradication treatments for 2019-20
have already commenced. Significant changes to the 2019-20 eradication works, would not
be logistically practical and could undermine eradication outcomes. The program of work for
this financial year does include suppression of fire ants in some areas of the Gold Coast.
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As the Program progresses, the eradication strategy is reviewed to account for changes in
the nature and behaviour of the fire ant infestation, and to address any new risks that may
arise. These reviews are scheduled for later this year.

| would like to stress that all Queenslanders have a general biosecurity obligation to help
stop the spread of fire ants. The Fire Ant Eradication Program continues to invest in
community education to help inform people of what can be done at an individual level to
help stop the spread. This includes options for self-management of fire ants through the use
of pest management technicians.

If you require further information, | encourage you to contact my office on 07 3719 7420.

Yours sincerely

MARK FURNER MP
Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries
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o The Hon Mark Furner MP
Queensland Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries

Government

1 William Street Brisbane 4000
GPO Box 46 Brisbane
Our ref: CTS 27669/19 Queensland 4001 Australia
Your ref: A499591 Telephone +61 7 3719 7420
Email agriculture@ministerial.gld. gov.au

13 NOV 2019

Mr Neil Laurie

The Clerk of the Parliament
Queensland Parliamentary Service
Parliament House

George Street

BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear M:/Laﬁe U{

Thank you for your letter of 18 October 2019 concerning Petition No. 3218-19, received by
the Queensland Legislative Assembly, relating to the management of Red Imported Fire
Ants in the northern regions of the Gold Coast.

The Palaszczuk Government is aware of the potential negative impacts that fire ants could
have on Queensland's economy, environment, public health and lifestyle, and is committed
to eradicating this pest. It is for this reason that the Queensland Government, in partnership
with the Federal and all State and Territory Governments through the National Red
Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program, has committed to a 10-year plan to eradicate fire
ants in South-East Queensland by 2026-27.

The eradication strategy over the 10 years has been designed to reduce the size of the
infestation, using a staged, rolling planned treatment program, starting from the west and
progressively moving to the east, using the Pacific Ocean as a natural boundary to the east.
This approach was taken in order to prevent fire ants becoming established in the prime
agricultural areas west of Brisbane, which are considered to be ideal habitat for the species.

Eradication treatments for 2019-20 have already commenced. Significant changes to the
2019-20 eradication works would not be logistically practical and could undermine
eradication outcomes. The program of work for this financial year does include suppression
of fire ants in some areas of the Gold Coast.

As the Program progresses, the eradication strategy is reviewed to account for changes in
the nature and behaviour of the fire ant infestation, and to address any new risks that may
arise. These reviews are scheduled for later this year.
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| would like to stress that all Queenslanders have a general biosecurity obligation to help
stop the spread of fire ants. The Fire Ant Eradication Program continues to invest in
community education to help inform people of what can be done at an individual level to
help stop the spread. This includes options for self-management of fire ants through the use
of pest management technicians.

If you require further information, | encourage you to contact my office on 07 3719 7420.

Yours sincerely

MARK FURNER MP
Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries
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Question on Notice
No. 500
Asked on 22 April 2021

MR J KRAUSE ASKED MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY
DEVELOPMENT AND FISHERIES AND MINISTER FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES
(HON M FURNER)—

QUESTION:

With reference to the National Fire Ant Eradication Scheme that is funded over a 10 year period
through Commonwealth, Queensland and other States’ funding— Will the Minister advise (a)
how much of the approximately $400m funding over 10 years has been spent to date, (b) when
is it expected that present committed funding from all sources for the scheme will be entirely
exhausted and (c) how many square kilometres of Queensland which have had fire ant
infestations are now removed from fire ant mapping and how many square kilometres now are
included on mapping as having fire ants that did not at the commencement of the 10 year
program?

ANSWER:

(@) Since the commencement of the National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program in
July 2017 until 31 March 2021, the Program had spent $187 million of the $411 million
total funding.

(b) Program expenditure, which is approved by the Program’s National Steering Committee,
is in accordance with the current funding profile and will exhaust the total budget of
$411 million as at 30 June 2027.

(c) Since the commencement of the Ten-Year Eradication Plan in 2017, eradication treatment
has been undertaken over approximately 1 652 square kilometres. This area is currently
undergoing clearance. Once clearance is achieved, these areas can be removed from the fire
ant biosecurity zone map. Since the commencement of the Plan, there has been an increase
of 204 square kilometres to the biosecurity zone map and zero kilometres removed. For
ease of zone definition, zones are based on whole suburb boundaries including suburbs
where only a small portion of the suburb may have fire ants. Modelling has demonstrated
that, had the Program not been in place, fire ants would have spread to 20 per cent of
Australian continental landmass or 1.53 million square kilometres.
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'Waging war on fire ants

Minister briefs Cabinet on battle to stop invasion of aggressive pests

PaulWeston &
Andrew Potts

City leaders will meet with state
Minister Mark Furner later this
week over the growing fire ant
crisis as pressure mounts on the
government to reveal its plans
for tackling the pests.

Agricultural Minister Mr
Furner briefed state Cabinet on
the Gold Coast on Monday
about the latest infestation at
Tallebudgera.

“The latest detection of fire
ants at Tallebudgera has been
dealt with but we all need to re-
main vigilant and do every-
thing possible to prevent any
further spread,” he said.

"I briefed Cabinet on our on-
going fire ant eradication ef-
forts and how we’re working

with Gold Coast City Council
to achieve this. I'll be visiting
the Gold Coast again this week
to further outline our plans.”

It was revealed over the
weekend, the super pests
reached the southern Gold
Coast, found in Tallebudgera
Valley.

Fire ants were discovered by
Council workers at a pony club
in the valley, just 55km from
the NSW border.

They moved more than 8km
in a handful of weeks, having
most recently been found at
Miami High.

The presence of the pests
also near The Spit to the north
has the city on high alert, with
the potential to close down our
beaches and various public fa-
cilities if the spread gets out of

control. This worst case scen-
ario would have a devastating
impact on the Coast economy.
Mr Furner said all stakeholders
had arole in stopping fire ants.

“It's important to remember
everyone has a responsibility
to stop fire ants and that's why
we've provided $37 million to
operate a Fire Ant Suppression
Taskforce,” he said.

“This taskforce has been
working with Gold Coast City
Council to treat 800 hectares
of council land and is providing
training and on-ground sup-
port to staff.

“We've also developed an
MOU with  Canegrowers
Rocky Point to eventually seif-
treat 6000 hectares of sugar
cane production area.

“We will continue our efforts

to educate agricultural stake-
holders and Gold Coast resi-
dents on the role they can play
in suppressing fire ants.”

Gold Coast councillors have
expressed growing concern
about the state’s approach to
the problem.

Earlier this week Robina
councillor Hermann Vorster
said the latest discovery
showed the state had lost con-
trol of the situation.

“While the state dithers on
its plan of attack, fire ants con-
tinue their biological attack on
southen Gold Coast com-
munities,” he said.

“In a frightening escalation,
fire ants have now been detect-
ed on a community facility in
the Tallebudgera Valley -
within striking distance of na-

https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/htmi5/reader/production/print.aspx?edid=d69748f5-5a12-49a3-b156-2ca747ba3e 7b&type=clipping...

tional parks and prime agricul-
tural land.

“Every minute the state de-
lays puts more communities
and more of our economy at
catastrophic risk.”

Councillors this year de-
scribed the spread of the fire
ants as a frightening develop-
ment, as only three years ago
they were not predicted to
reach Burleigh until 2024.

Fire ants, which are native to
South America and first dis-
covered in Brisbane in 2001,
are considered one of the
world’s worst invasive species
because of their rapid spread,

They are highly aggressive
and will swarm anything which
disturbs nests.

Their stings can be fatal in
rare circumstances.

”n
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METHOD USED TO EKADICATE FIRE ANTS THE
SAME ONE USED TO PREVENT YOUTH CRIME..

YUM! TLOVE IT
WHEN THEY SLAP
Ve WITH A8OGGY

LETTUCE LEAF!

https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/htmi5/reader/production/print.aspx?edid=d69748f5-5a12-49a3-b156-2ca747ba3e7b&type=clipping&... 1/1
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Compliance
crackdown
includes jail

Andrew Potts &
Ashleigh Jansen

People who cause the spread of
fire ants will face $470,000
fines and three years in prison
as as part of a state-led crack-
down on the super pests.

New detection dogs are
being trained to find the deadly
ants as part of an eradication
program.

Agriculture Minister Mark
Furner announced the harsh
biosecurity measures, which
are part of the $60m 2023-27
Red Fire Ant Eradication Pro-
gram endorsed earlier in July
by the federal, state and terri-
tory ministers.

Mr Furner, speaking at Philip
Park on The Spit where fire
ant nests have been de-
tected, said he want-
ed to eradicate the
“super pests”.
“This is a plan
which wili find a
horseshoe shape
from Moreton
Bay out to the
Lockyer  Valley
and south to the
Tweed in which (fire
ants) will be suppressed
and eradicated,” he said.

“People need to remember
as part of this funding and na-
tional program we will be com-
ing down tough on compliance
and in the past there have been
sectors of industry which have
not been compliant, so this
funding will provide for more
compliance officers, but also
deal with the need for sup-
pression and then eradication.

“Everyone also needs to re-
mind themselves regardless of
whether they are inside or out-
side the zone that the Biosecuri-
ty Act 2014 has an obligation on
everyone to not spread these

https:Inodayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/pfoductlon/print.aspx?edId=bb3586d9-585b-4207-b84b-557345949948&type=clipplng...
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Fire ants’ $470k stin

insidious
super
pests,” he
said,

It was re-
vealed at the

weekend, the ants had

reached the southern Gold
Coast, in the Tallebudgera Val-
ley. Fire ants were discovered by
council workers at a pony club
in the valley, just 55km from the
NSW border. They moved more
than 8km in a handful of weeks,
having most recently been
found at Miami High.

Mr Furner said the nest,
which had since been wiped
out, armived in the rural area as
a result of soil or mulch being
brought . Harsh measures
allowed under the Biosecurity
Act would be used in the crack-
down, hesaid.

“There has been people
movement on many occasions
where some of the incursions
have been,” he said.

“It is important that people
understand their obligations
when they are moving materi-
alsaround the area,” he said.

“There are fines in the act for
up to $470,000 or three years’
imprisonment, which naturally
will be a heavy cost on those
people who do not conform
with the Act. It can also see
movement orders put upon
those businesses where they
are unable to operate for a peri-
od of time until Biosecurity
Queensland is satisfied that
they are compliant.”

As part of the eradication
program, seven dogs have been
trained to help with the detec-
tion of fireants.

Bennyand Juktheantsnlfferdogsfmthe NationalFlreAnt Eradmloangmm and (inset)Ouunshnd '
Agriculture Minister Mark Furner. Picture: Ashleigh Jansen

“With the introduction of
the dogs, we use the phero-
mone of the fire ant as their
odour source,” handler Justin
Gibson said.

“It takes six months to get a
dog operational and into the
field. The dogs will indicate to
their handlers through body
language if they've detected
the odour they’re trained to
find. Then we know we’re on
and there’s fire ants present.”

Mr Gibson said all dogs are
tested prior to joining the pro-
gram to assure they won't be
affected by the ants sting.

While the $60m funding an-
nounced earlier this month by
the agriculture ministers was
welcomed, civic leaders and
the Invasive Species Council
say it is a drop in the bucket of
what is needed after a Queens-

land Audit Office report ident-
ified the need for an additional
$593m over the next four years
to fight the pests.

The presence of the pests
also near The Spit to the north
has the city on high alert, with
the potential to close down
beaches and public facilities if
the spread gets out of control.
This  worst-case  scenario
would have a devastating im-
pact on the Coast economy.

Fire ants, which are native to
South America and first dis-
covered in Brisbane in 200,
are considered one of the
world’s worst invasive species
because of their rapid spread.

They are highly aggressive
and will swarm anything that
disturbs their nests.

Their stings can be fatal in
rare circumstances.

171
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Gold Coast Bulletin

'Flying the white flag’ on fire ant eradication amid fears war on pests lost

Paul Weston

T'he battle to stop fire ants in-
rading the entire Gold Coast
1as only weeks to play out,
vith the City calling for an im-
nediate boost in the eradi-
:ation program.

Councillors now fear the war
igainst the pest appears to be
ost, with agencies dealing with
1 containment scenario as the
nts head towards the Queens-
and-NSW border.

After a full council meeting
on Tuesday, councillors were
“bitterly disappointed” the
state government would create
a “shoe horn” containment
area for fire ants on the border.

“What that tells usis they are
flying the white flag,” Council-
lor Hermann Vorster said.

“They have absoiutely sur-
rendered to cradication here
on the Gold Coast, by making
the border and not the Gold
Coast, the last line of defence.”

Al its last budget, council
had approved three new staff
to stop fire ants, and at full
council endorsed a new report
to see what could be done to
support the government, Mr
Vorster said, “But we are at the
mercy of the national fire ant
eradication program, and that
remains  horribly  under-
resourced,” he said.

“What [ do know is $593m
needs to be thrown at this prob-
lem by the state and common-

wealth governments, and both
failed to commit to that fund-
ing. By kicking the can down
the road, they will put more
southern communities at risk.”
Meanwhile, Nationals lead-
er and Opposition Agriculture
Minister David Littleproud has
accused the federal govern-
ment of stalling on funding.
Mr Littleproud said the Alba-
nese government was spending
less on the eradication pro-
gram, after a joint meeting

between the federal Agricuiture
Minister Mumray Watt and
state agriculture ministers fail-
ed to reach an agreement on
funding allocation,

Labor's decision to go back
to the drawing board was not
good enough, particularly
when they announced $60m in
funding for fire ant eradi-
cation, down from $94m last
year, he said.

“Labor is taking too long to
make what is a critical decision

for the National Red Imported
Fire Ant Eradication program,”
Mr Littleproud said.

“This was discussed back in
May and it's now crunch time,
There were already fears this
program would be under-
funded, but now Labor is drag-
ging the chain.”

At least $200m-$300m per
year is needed to eradicate fire
ants by 2032 and save Austra-
lia from $2bn in annual econ-
omic costs.

GUBEOIZOWMA - V1

https://todayspaper.goldcoastbulletin.com.au/htmi5/reader/production/print.aspx?edid=82add34e-fSc1-41ce-86ce-217377f740b7 &type=clipping&c...
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Fire ant strategy falls
short of expectations

Mearamecomeek  (Sroup says ‘dithering and delay’ risk failure

Australia's latest battle plan
against a destructive super pest
will involve less money than
expected, slashing the treat-
ment area in half, and reducing
surveillance  efforts, leaked
documents have revealed.

Slow bureaucracy is largely
to blame for the funding short-
fall this financial year, accord-
ing to a leading campaign
group, warning any “dithering
and delay” risks failure in the
fight against the deadly and in-
dustry-decimating red im-
ported fire ant.

A recent review of the na-
tion's efforts to eradicate fire
ants warned all hopes would be
“lost forever” if the pest ~ now
just 55km away —~ jumped the
Queensland border into New
South Wales.

Agriculture ministers, at a
July meeting in Perth, agreed
in principle to a new four-year
fire ant strategy starting with
$133m this financial year to
ring-fence the entire infested
area for treatment and surveil-
lance.

This boundary stretches
from about Caboolture, to Esk,
down to Gatton and Boonah
and out to Coolangatta.

But the leaked strategy doc-
ument reveals the National
Fire Ant Eradication Program
only has $84m to spend in
2023/24 as it stands because
the federal government and a
number of states need to head
back to the budget drawing

board. It means the attack
against fire ants will be limited
to treating the area from Cool-
angatta out to Glen Rock State
Forest, with surveillance also
cut from 17 per cent of the ring-
fenced area or “horseshoe”
down to 8 per cent,

Invasive Species Council
spokesman Reece Pianta said
the window to stop fire ants
spreading across the country
was “rapidly closing”.

“Instead of the urgent fund-
ing boost needed, we have
more dithering and delay from

the federal government. This is
risking failure,” he said.

“When we saw these alarm-
ing documents, our worst fears
were realised. They reveal
planned eradication and sur-
veillance work has been cut by
more than half this year due to
delayed funding This is out-
rageous, We arc in a race
against these fire ants and the
fire ants are winning.”

But federal Agriculture Min-
ister Murray Watt, in a joint
stat t with Q land
counterpart Mark Furner, said
they rejected the Invasive Spe-
cies Council's “analysis” and
affirmed the commonwealth
and jurisdictions were 100 per
cent” committed to fire ant
eradication.

“Ministers confirmed their
commitment to eradication,
and will now go back through
their own individual budget
processes to seek ongoing
funding for a new response
plan beyond July 2024," they
said.

“Make no mistake, this is a
world leading program which
has successfully limited the
spread of fire ants - and it’s
based on expert scientific ad-
vice from the very best minds
in this field.”

CCELULI0IMA - VI
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EDITORIAL

Pest invasion

A national approach is a must if we have any
chance of halting the march of fire ants

or months now officials
across the Gold Coast
'{ and this publication have
been making plenty of
noise about the need for a
stronger approach to fire ants,

These invasive pests represent
an enormous threat to the Gold
Coast economy and way of life as
they continue their march towards
the border.

City leaders are deeply
concerned about the proximity of
the ants to our beaches in
particular, with nests discovered
near The Spit.

Our various state and federal
agricultural ministers came
together for an emergency
meeting to discuss the problem.

And the outcome was a promise
of more money and a strong united
front to not just halt the ants, but
eradicate them and put an end to
the threat that they pose.

But a report today from a leaked
strategy document reveals the
National Fire Ant Eradication
Program only has $84m to spend
in 2023/24 as it stands because the
federal government and a number
of states need to find more funds
from their budgets.

The strategy indicates the fire
ants response will be limited to

treating the area from Coolangatta
out to Glen Rock State Forest,
with surveillance also cut from 17
per cent of the ring-fenced area

or “horseshoe” down to 8 per

cent.

While that is a key stretch of
territory for the Gold Coast, it has
to be remembered that the fire ants
march on our city originated in
Brisbane.

They have wound their way
down towards the Coast and if the
problem is not addressed
elsewhere in the southeast, then
there is every chance this simply
becomes a containment project
and the problem arises again in the
future.

So ifindeed the federal
government and some states or
territories are dragging the chain
onfunding, then it is critical that
they find a way to come up with
some cash and fast.

Because while this might
seem like a southeast Queensland
and northern NSW problem right
now, this has the potential to
grow into a broader national
issue very quickly.

And that means it is in the best
interests of other states to find the
funds and make sure that the fight
takes place here and ends here.
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Blazing row over fire ants

Claims super pests are ‘winning race’ has minister on defensive

Madura McCormack

Australia’s latest battle plan
against a destructive super pest
will involve less money than
expected, slashing the treat-
ment area in half, and reducing
surveillance efforts, leaked
documents have revealed.
Slow bureaucracy is largely
to blame for the funding short-
fall this financial year, accord-
ing to a leading campaign
group, warning any “dithering
and delay” risks failure in the
fight against the deadly and in-
dustry-decimating red im-

ported fire ant.
A recent re-
view of the na-
tion’s efforts to
eradicate  fire
ants warned all
hopes would be
“lost forever” if

o

4

J

»ﬁAu

kA

Murray Watt

the pest — now just 5.5km away
—jumped the Queensland bor-
derinto NSW.

Agriculture ministers, at a
July meeting in Perth, agreed
in principle to a new four-year
fire ant strategy starting with
$133 million this financial year
to ring-fence the entire infest-

ed area for treatment and
surveillance. This boundary
stretches from about Cabool-
ture, to Esk, down to Gatton
and Boonah and out to Cool-
angatta.

But the leaked strategy doc-
ument reveals the National
Fire Ant Eradication Program
only has $84 million to spend
in 2023/24 as it stands because
the federal government and a
number of states need to head
back to the budget drawing
board.

It means the attack against
fire ants will be limited to treat-

ing the area from Coolangatta
out to Glen Rock State Forest,
with surveillance also cut from
17 per cent of the ring-fenced
area or “horseshoe” down to 8
per cent.

Invasive Species Council
spokesman Reece Pianta said
the window to stop fire ants
spreading across the country
was “rapidly closing”.

“Instead of the urgent fund-
ing boost needed, we have
more dithering and delay from
the federal government. This is
risking failure,” he said.

“When we saw these alarm-

ing documents, our worst fears
were realised. They reveal
planned eradication and sur-
veillance work has been cut by
more than half this year due to
delayed funding.

“This is outrageous. We are
in a race against these fire ants
and the fire ants are winning.”

But federal Agriculture Min-
ister Murray Watt, in a joint
statement with Queensland
counterpart Mark Furner, said
they rejected the Invasive Spe-
cies Council’s “analysis” and
affirmed the Commonwealth
and jurisdictions were “100 per

cent” committed to fire ant
eradication.

“Ministers confirmed their
commitment to eradication,
and will now go back through
their own individual budget
processes to seek ongoing
funding for a new response
plan beyond July 2024,” they
said.

“Make no mistake, this is a
world leading program which
has successfully limited the
spread of fire ants — and it’s
based on expert scientific
advice from the very best
minds in this field.”

Content within this media item are licensed by Copyright Agency. You must not copy this
work without permission. You may only copy or communicate this email and the work(s)
within with an appropriate license. Copyright Streem Pty Ltd, 2023.
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Fire ant
_ program *
absolute
oke’, £
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Gold Coast city councillor Mark Hammel says the fire ant suppression program rolled out by the state government [s ‘an absolute joke’. Picture: Mike Batterham

Concerns that City will become ‘the face of disaster’

Paul Weston

A Gold Coast city councillor
who owns a rural property
doubts fire ants can be
stopped, saying the sup-
pression program rolled out by
the state government is “an
absolute joke”.

Mark Hammel said the gov-
ernment, after two years of
“badgering”, agreed to do an
aerial treatment by helicopters
on the northem cane lands,
which was a lesser priority
than southern border areas,

“Nest reportings went
through the roof,” he said.

“So every land owner in the
farming area was given baits,
and said you go out and treat
your land by hand, then we
will come over the top by a
helicopter. Well, half the baits
they gave out failed, were out
of date or not treated properly.

“On my property, for exam-

ple,notonly did it not only take
10 of those resources to come
and drop off those two buckets
of bait, | had three marked
LandCruisers and trailers
comeonto the property to drop
off two buckets of baits. There
were 10 people there.

“One of those buckets didn't
work, so half the nests died,
the other half they (the ants)
went crazy.

“The helicopter somehow
managed to stuff it up and
double up in areas and not
treat others which I believeisa
half million dollar exercise.”

Property owners would re-
port one nest and six people
would arrive to put a "pink
flag” onit.

“But they’re not the people
to treat it. You wait for a
different team to come out
later—which is two weeks later
~ you have probably called
them up two to three times,”

You can probably
detect my level of
confidence that they
will actually ever
eradicate the damn
things

Cr Mark Hammal

Cr Hammel said. “And then a
different team of 10 people in a
few vehicles come out to kill
that one nest.

“In that time they've (the
ants) moved 5m to the left ~
you can see the other nest, it is
sitting right there, But because
there’s no pink flag next to it,
that team can't kill it. ] kid you
not, that is the quality of their
response, It is an absolute and
utter joke. You can probably

detect my level of confidence
that they will actually ever
eradicate the damn things.”

Councillors at a lifestyle
committee meeting on Tues-
day agreed for the City to
boost resources to stop the
pest, ticking off on more staff
and rolling out a communi-
cation program.

But committee chair Her-
mann Vorster cautioned that
council must not become “the
face of the disaster” because
the state government was to
blame,

Officers and councillors told
the meeting:

M There wasa massive lagin
real-time reporting of fire ant
infestations.

® Residents were being told
to-wait 30 days for treatments
only to receive out of date and
ineffective baits.

B [t was clear many people
“don’t know what to look for”

in searching for the pests on
their properties.

City CEO Tim Baker ad-
vised councillors that there
was too high a risk for the City
not to step up and protect its
important assets like beaches
and sporting facilities.

The council could not just
rely on Biosecurity Queens-
land and the City was the most
connected in terms of messag-
ing the community, he said.

“The risk is too high for the
City not to be involved,” Mr
Baker said,

Council will recruit another
three staffers to join their exist-
ing team of three, adding to the
four teams of 50 state officers
duetoarriveon the Coast early
next month. The office of Agri-
culture Industry Development
Minister Mark Furner referred
the Bulletin to the national
program team but a comment
could not be obtained.

hitps://ftodayspaper.goldceastbulletin.com.au/html5/reader/production/print.aspx?edid=a24899c8-14f3-48e6-8fcc-8ac9c758b954 &type=clipping&c...
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Fears as ‘super

pest’ closes In

Farmers, politicians raise fire ants alarm

Catherine Piltz

Farmers and politicians are
sounding the alarm as “super
pest” fire ants advance toward
NSW from Queensland, often
hitching a ride in soil, mulch
and other materials.

State Tweed MP Geoff Prov-
est said he believes the ants will
surpass cane toads as one of the
most significant pests in NSW
unless more is combat the
spread of the dangerous insects.
Invasive  Species  Council
spokesman Reece Pianta agrees
and previously said: “A fire ant
invasion across Australia will be
worse than the cane toad.”

The ants have caused prob-
lems as they move south on the
Gold Coast, even prompting
fears beaches and other public
areas could end up closed.

Tweed Cane Growers As-
sociation president Robert
Hawken said the aggressive
stinging ants posed a risk to
farmers, their crops and ma-
chinery. “Fire ants have no
natural predators in Australia
and their population is rapidly
expanding,” he said.

Mr Hawken said the ants eat

seeds, tunnel through roots
and stems of crops and damage
irrigation systems.

“NSW needs to do a much
better job than their Queens-
land counterparts in control-
ling the spread of this very
invasive and dangerous pest,”
he said. Mr Provest said he be-
lieved many people are not
aware of what a fire ant even s,
or comprehend the damage
they could cause.

He has joined a push for
more money for The National
Fire Ant Eradication Program,
which is funded by the state
and federal governments.

Its aim is to “eradicate” the
pests to “protect our Australian
lifestyle”. “Fire ants could dev-
astate our environment, econ-
omy and outdoor way of life we
know and love,” the program
website states.

Mr Provest said more edu-
cation is required.

“A lot of people here in the
Tweed will cross the border
and go to nurseries and buy soil
and different things unaware
they could be importing these
damn things,” he said.

“Queensland has had them

for 20 years and they keep
spreading south.”

Mr Provest said the ants
have the potential to spread
throughout NSW. “Unless you
spend a fair bit of money right
now these things are going to
be five times as bad a cane
toads,” he warned.

Organic farmers on the
Tweed are “horrified” they
may end up being forced to use
pesticides to protect crops,
stripping them of their ben-
eficial organic accreditation.

The Invasive Species Coun-
cil said on Monday govern-
ment documents showed at
least a $49 million shortfall in
fire ant funding for 2023/24,
“risking the spread of the super
pest across Australia”, but that
has been disputed by federal
Agriculture Minister Murray
Watt and Queensland Agricul-
ture Minister Mark Furner.

Mr Pianta said the window
to stop the ants taking over
Australia was rapidly closing.

“But instead of the urgent
funding boost needed, we have
more dithering and delay from
the federal government. This is
risking failure,” he said.
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' dogs in
border
ant fight

Antsniffing detection dogs e
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NSWs heefed.up biosecunty
measuns a8 fire snts manch
choser Lo the border,

The redd imported fine ants,
whith are appresdve, speead
quickh and pack a dangerous
sting, were fint detected in
Raisbane in 2001 and have re-
cently been found in numeros
pots across southeast Queemns:
land - Inchuding just Sk from
the Queensland: NSW horder
at Tallebudgeta

NSW Agriculture Minister
Tara Moriarty vnited Twoed
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Stephers Hegarty.
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Fire Aot Fradication Program
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Department of Primary Indus
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Survey reveal: What residents
want fixed on the Gold Coast

Paul Waston

impeoved commeniy safety.
upgraced paksandtraine
congestion bustng am the
ey lssues that GoldCoact
teswients want faed,
acoordng tonewiocal
govarnment pollsurveing.

Nao m Fowlei inDiviseon 2,
the Arst canaidaw tokck-of{
thek camp aign inMay, haz
finalised prortyactions afler
extensive consuftalion wih
A4 gouns. The dvision
coverssomeof the faster
growinganeas inthecity,
incluciing Omenford which
was(eyeaied inthe mcant
Futwe GoldCoast seres.

Ms Fowler's data nalls
down toe issues for naxt
Macchs pollinwhichthere
wilbearecord change(n
(anks vathat leastiives
sentor eounc Sloes retinng

Shaaidshewould,
electad, commit 10 & Division
2 park isview of playgrounds
collabosating with the
community to crsate aplan
foifuture upgraties.

*Out parks areescential
And angoysble OMMUNtY
open spaces, andibeliaven
woking bgether to ensure
they meel the evoiving nesds
of our 1egicents.” she said
s important that we have
adequats reenspaces,
footpath connectmty,
atongside having the sgiM pA
sasipment in therightparks ™

Yhekey aspects of her
local action placinciuce,

fUndertake aloc sl road
ano footpath review focusing
on key tiafie hots pots and
hightraffic sreas ensuting
the council butigit & lotusea
inthe fight aress.

BAUCH theentire 65 parks
across Oxentond, Helensvale
andHope Islandandcreate a
plan for futome lvestment
ancrentwalsintalks with the
community.

BReview e aty'Scamen
network tonhance CCTVIN
ciitical iocationsio increase
public safétyincollaboration
with police

BAgvOocate Tothe state
governmen topront it
alfcienteast-west bus
SeIvices ~ Improving
accessbiity from Regatta
waters o tna new Hope
1sland tsalnsiation.

Ms Fowle soxda
signfizant acpactof the plan
wastoinvestigate
imaovement of the
O ‘scamen

cdy'scameranelworx o
esiticallocations thvoughout
the subumsineollaboration
with tha Queensiand Police
Service (QPS).

TiveCity would worn with
1ne QPStoensutelighting
AtOund the Commusnity was
Adeguaie, she saxd,

inOxenford Ms Fowler nas

Llined a range of propects,

He) plan o to Repand The

inclucingdeivering thenew

MersShed, container Rovage,
and a community gargen.
Otherpiojacts inelude the
$30m Regatia Sports Park
piojec tand incisasing
pasingcapacityat Damian
Leeding Mernonal Park.
Teatfic congestionwolo
basddressadat GlobaiPara,
anewskatepark at Weika
Park and capac ity 1sage of
dismond spodts 8t Coomers

Cubs Sasebatt Clid, & prionty
& the planning for the futore
Helensvale d and craation
of amoresuitebiepark at
Robeit DalleyDve 10
MonterpyKeys,

Hope Blandinitatives
nchadeGaatng newdog
parks, enhancing laciitiesat
Chades Holm Pax ana Sants
Bartara Boat Rammp, snd
upgrades 10 Sickie Park,

Out of control fire ants jump the border

Madura McCormack

Destructive lire ants have leen
detected in NSW for the find
time, in 2 cvtastrophie incur.
sivn of the pest from Queens.
lane! (131 cxrrld el Ui e fine
Txpes of erailication forever
The NSW agncultare de-
partment on Satunly oo
firmed three fire ants nests had
beenlocated in South Murwill-
umhah, Bk south of the
Queenstand bexder.

Experl tearm have been de-
ploved [ 2 dd 1 clwmicatly
cradicate the ifestation across
2 200m radius from where they
were founx

NSW Agriculture Minister
"I'arn Mariasty siid thw govern
meht was prepaned for the dis-
covery of fire ants m norlhern
NSW ankllad immesliate |y im
plemented the respome Man,
whicli was part of 2 $600 mil-
livsn national program

Businesses  and  residents

wilhin the penmeter aré re
stricted in bow they can moye
polential fire ant caerier male-
faby withoot permision The
mavement af mukch, winsl:
chipa, compost. and pravel
soil. hay and other baled prod-
ucts are restrieted asa result
NSW authunities are using
ditection doge 10 Gelermine
thve extent of the infestation,

wislertiking genelic testing of

the Fiee antx ankl searching all
profrerties within the control

radis.  Awstradia’s  National
Fire Anvt Eradieston program is
hased in Queensland.

A necent review of the Na-
tional Red imposlad Fire Ani
Cradication yrogram warned
all hopes would he “lost Far -
ever” if the pest jumpes the
Quecnsand borderinto NSW.
They are & majoi threat w
hackyanlsand agriculture. The
red importesd fire ant. native o
Sexilh America. was first de
tected in Queensland in 2001

NEWS 05

teran
faces
political
scuffle

Andraw Potts &
Paul Weston

Veleran councillor  Dapline
McDemald is facing a serious
Nt far her political career
with 2 leading toursm pro-
moter announding his plans 10
comest next year's coundi poll.

Former Connedling Goll
Coast CEQ Josh Martin will
slam) in Dividon 13 o the
March election next yesr, en-
suning Palm Beach-Burleigh
yolers ase given a chulve al the
hooths Cr MeDonald in recent
weehs has relused 1o declare
her hand on whether she
would retire.despiteapproach-
e from collcagues and The
Bullet inahout her Nuure

I EL you keow like [ &
wavs do” Or MeDonald sail,
when asked atl the most recent
council meeting. Bul there las
heenspeculation arenw coun-
cll headgquarters for weeks she

fil{aceat least one olallen-
gerwith Mr Martin regarded as
a “high prefile organised com-
mnity leader .

Mr Martindescribed himsell
as a*sevond generation south-
e Gold Conster™ wha wirald)
hring net just a deep Bamily
connection bul husiness ex-
prerienwe aling with passiwn for
the region.

Hesadil I had spent iib en
tine Tite on the southern Coast,
from nippensat Currunbin asa
Kid te “learning 1 aurf ap
Palmy™ and more recently de-
livering magor urism ¢ ents

*My profescional Fuariey in
cludes serving & the CEO of
Connecting  Southern  Cold
Coast - the €ity's events tour-
ism and economic develop-
menthady ual iTits merper with
Majpr Events Gold Cosst in
June 20203, he saidl.

“1 lod e revEalisation of 1he
Cooly Rocks On Festival. a

majw  eon-
omic windifall
| far local busi-
ness aid win-
©  ning Bronze in
- ;. the Queens-
i faw! Touricm
Awards,  as
well & many
sigibcant
commumity events such as the
Coolangalta Chastmas Carels
and NYE fireworks.”

Mr Martin has worked with
major sporling Qrganisations
inclunding the Gold Coast Suns,
the Titans and the Lidy 300
event during ils internalions!
racing vears, befare working at
Burkeiph Brewlng,

"1 achvely contributed as 3
volmtary board member of the
Southern C okl Corst Chamiver
of Commerce, supporting local
businesses through the mast
chabenging Covid-19 impacted
vear." hesaid. “More recentlv i
wis the CEO of Film Fantastic.
an ars and aikire nat-for-
pedit organisation. sueeess-
fully delivering the annual
Gold Coast Film Festival and
sereen aulture events

*Curcently. 10 assisd with the
establichment of Experience
Goll Coast, 1 have boen sec-
ondal 10 BGC from my nom-
nal role in the Office of the
CEO ut the Cily ol Gald Coast
oh 2 shott term contract and
will take leave in the new year
abwead oftheelection ™

M Martinsaid he wanted i
offer “enrpelic leaden up” far
thedivision ol use bis shillsin
business leadership and con-
necting with e ¢ommunty.

*famnorapoliicRn-lama
grsaanate member of our com-
munity with the drive, bisines
acumen, amd  commiiment
needed 10 champlan the best
aunanes for Division 13 ani ihe
Hroader Gakd Coast.” he sand.

Paraglider crash-lands

A rescue operation was ohoer
wayon {he Gold Coast
yesterday aftemoon to
extractapaaglider who
landed on 2 100f and njured
himself.

The man ianded ona
buiidngnCanungra inland
fromihe GoldCoast, about
12.20pm

The Queensiand Faeand
Emergency Servicealsa
attendod the scene
{pictwred ) tohelpeany out

the “exirication”

A Quesnslant Ambudance
Servicespolesmansadhe
had inguradhisleg fromihe
{anding butwasiakento
GoldConst Univer sy
Hospial ina stable condition.
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Coomera Electorate Office
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From: outreach+Opposition.Media@streem.com.au on behalf of Opposition Media
<outreach+Opposition.Media@streem.com.au>

Sent: Monday, 27 November 2023 4:33 PM

To: Coomera Electorate Office

Subject: STATEMENT: Premier had no idea fire ants were out of control

Tony Perrett mp

Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

MEDIA STATEMENT

Ant that a cop out!

Premier had no idea fire ants were out of control

| am appalled by reports today that Premier Palaszczuk says she was not aware fire ants
had spread from Queensland into New South Wales.

How didn't she know when it's been on the agenda for days?

This disgraceful ignorance is further proof Labor has never taken the spread of fire ants
seriously and Premier Palaszczuk and Labor clearly do not care about this issue.

The internal chaos and crisis of Labor means they have not prioritised containing fire
ants and Queenslanders will now pay the price for it.

Labor’s inability to stop the spread of fire ants has been a total failure.
Labor didn’t listen when the LNP and Queenslanders warned them about this issue.
While Labor is infighting, fire ants are marching across Queensland unchecked.

Fire ants are now being detected in tourism hot spots and this could have devastating
consequences.

Queenslanders deserve a Government with the Right Priorities for Queensland’s Future.
Queenslanders deserve better than the chaos and crisis of Labor.

-ENDS-





