
 

Air Commodore Ron Tilley 

Director General 

Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 

Brindabella Business Park  

PO Box 7925 

CANBERRA  BC  ACT  2610 

 

 

 

Mr Graham Perrett, MP 

Chair 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 

Parliament House 

CANBERRA ACT 2600 

 

 

Dear Mr Perrett, 

 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT 

FACILITIES TO SUPPORT IMPROVED EMBARKED LOGISTICS SUPPORT 

HELICOPTER PROJECT 

 

1. The Facilities to Support Improved Embarked Logistics Support Helicopter 

Project was referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works on 

20 August 2024. The project proposes to deliver facilities and infrastructure at: 

a. HMAS Albatross, New South Wales; and 

b. HMAS Stirling, Western Australia. 

2. This report is to inform the Committee of the nature and extent of community 

consultation that has been undertaken by the Department of Defence for the proposed 

works. The aim of the consultation is to ensure local communities and other stakeholders 

are: 

a. well informed about the project details through effective and proven 

communication channels; and  

b. provided the opportunity to raise any concerns or issues, or to seek further 

information regarding the project so that, wherever feasible, Defence can 

address these in the proposed works.  

3. The following stakeholder and community consultation activities have been 

delivered in accordance with the project’s comprehensive community engagement 

strategy:  

a. Community information sessions were advertised in the Shoalhaven, New South 

Wales, and Rockingham, Western Australia, regions. Two community 

information sessions were held at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, Nowra Hill, New 

South Wales, on 1 August 2024. Details are included in the example 

advertisement at Annex A. 

b. The type of information Defence presented to the public at the community 

information sessions is shown at Annex B and the level of attendance is at 

Annex C.  

Department of Defence — Facilities to Support Improved Embarked Logistics Support Helicopter
Submission 1 - Supplementary Submission 2



2 

c. Key stakeholders, including Federal, State and Local Members of Government, 

and local community, local Indigenous communities and business groups were 

invited to receive a personal briefing about the project. An example of the 

invitation that was sent out is at Annex D, and a list of all stakeholders engaged 

by the project, including the status of each engagement, is at Annex E.  

4. Information about the proposed works was generally well received at the 

community information sessions and feedback to date has been positive. Defence has not 

been made aware of any objections to the proposed works. 

5. Comments raised by members of the community focused on: 

a. existing noise pollution and impact of the project on aerodrome noise; 

b. opportunities for local industry participation in the proposed works; 

c. enquiries about the delivery program; 

d. interest around the helicopter capability and the role it plays in the Royal 

Australian Navy; and 

e. interest regarding personnel increases to support the project. 

6. A summary of topics and key issues raised during the community information 

sessions is at Annex F.  

7. Consultation activities have concluded. Defence will provide briefings to 

Federal, State and Local Members of Government contacted during the consultation 

should they request one.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

RM Tilley 

Air Commodore 

Director General Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 

 

20 September 2024 

 

Annexes:  

A. Newspaper Advertisements 

B. Examples of Community Information Session Resources 

C. Community Information Session Attendance and Summary 

D. Example of Letter of Invitation to Key Stakeholders 

E. Status of Key Stakeholder Communications 

F. Summary of Topics and Key Issues Raised during Consultation 

Department of Defence — Facilities to Support Improved Embarked Logistics Support Helicopter
Submission 1 - Supplementary Submission 2



Department of Defence — Facilities to Support Improved Embarked Logistics Support Helicopter
Submission 1 - Supplementary Submission 2



A-2 

Publication displayed in the South Coast Register and the Sydney Morning Herald  
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Annex B 

 

EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(PROJECT WEBSITE AND EMAIL ADDRESS) 

 

A webpage for the Facilities to Support Improved Embarked Logistics Support Helicopter 

Project was established on the Department of Defence website. The webpage is available at 

https://www.defence.gov.au/about/locations-property/infrastructure-projects/facilities-

support-improved-embark-logistics-support-helicopter. The webpage presents an overview of 

the project, a project timeline, information regarding local industry engagement and the 

details for the community information sessions in Nowra. The website was visited 54 times 

between 9 July 2024 when the website was published and 14 August 2024. 
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EXAMPLE OF LETTER BOX DROP MATERIAL 

 

The local communities and stakeholders were notified of the community consultation 

sessions for the project via a letter box drop conducted in the Nowra region.  
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LETTERBOX DROP DISTRIBUTION AREA 

 

The notifications of the community information sessions were distributed in a 2 kilometre 

radius of HMAS Albatross, as shown in blue. 80 notifications were distributed in July 2024. 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(INFORMATION BOARDS) 
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