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Specifically, we would like to propose a model for co-designed socioeconomic stimulus 
packages which will allow communities to take an active part in shaping their futures and take 
responsibility for their own recovery and continued resilience.  We believe this model will 
limit the potential for significant social and economic disruption, previously experienced by 
our communities. 
 
We would also like provide comment on the proposal to provide additional time for Basin 
States to deliver Sustainable Diversion Limit (SDL) Adjustment Mechanism projects.  While we 
remain supportive of this proposed amendment, we would like to call for a focussed review 
of the Northern-Basin Toolkit Measure initiatives. 
 
Lessons learnt: Socioeconomic impacts of previous water recovery measures 
 
We appreciate Minister Plibersek’s acknowledgement of the impact water buybacks have on 
communities.  We are encouraged by her commitment to never leave an impacted 
community behind.   
 
We recognise that water sales are conducted on a voluntary basis by water owners, however 
we also know that previous water buybacks have had a substantial negative impact on our 
communities.  The vast majority of people living in our rural communities do not hold water 
entitlements, but they are heavily reliant on our nationally significant rural industries to keep 
our towns and essential services alive.   
 
The Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) Northern Basin Review on the socioeconomic 
effects of water buybacks (October 2016) confirmed that as a direct result of water buybacks: 

• Dirranbandi lost an estimated 27% of its irrigation area, which saw a decline of more than 15% 
of agriculture and non-agriculture private sector jobs;  

• In St George, jobs in agriculture dropped by more than 15% and non-agriculture private sector 
jobs were down more than 20%. 

Census data confirms that school enrolments in Dirranbandi dropped by more than fifty 
percent in the five years leading up to this report.  We also estimate that 197 full time skilled 
workers were lost across our region in this period, including vital community leaders and 
volunteers.   
 
Our own analysis demonstrates that previous water buybacks have had a direct 
socioeconomic impact on our communities, particularly those who are most vulnerable.  
Between the 2014-15 and 2018-19 financial years, industry sectors supporting agriculture in 
our region were heavily impacted by water buybacks.  Over this period, Balonne Shire’s 
workforce experienced a total loss of 8%, sectors most impacted were transport (70% loss in 
FTE) and manufacturing (47% loss in FTE).  
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