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THE DECEMBER 15 TRAGEDY

On behalf of the people of Christmas Island the Council of the Shire of Christmas Island expresses our deepest
condolences to the families and friends of the asylum seekers who were lost in the wrecking of their boat on the
cliffs of Christmas Island. The President and Deputy President of the Shire attended a private ceremony with the
survivors and their families on Sunday 18 December. We expressed our condolences on behalf of the community.
We were deeply moved by our meetings with the survivors who are enduring great suffering.

In the coming weeks a memorial ceremony for the community will be organised. In the meantime the survivors
and the rescuers will need continuing support and the comforting of friends and families.

We have received many messages of condolence and support from beyond our shores.

This 1is just a message from the Sunshine coast, where I am a member of a refugee
support group called Buddies. We are all deeply saddened by the shocking events of
this last week and I wanted to say how wonderful it is to hear of the help that
Christmas Islanders gave at the time and in the past.. If there is a fund for assist-
ing the survivors of the disaster can you let me know. Penny

Please pass on my thoughts to your residents for the terrible shock at the recent
refugee disaster. I'm sure many are finding it very difficult to cope with what they

witnessed, and I would just like to pass on my sympathy to them. Much love to you all.
Kathy O'Leary and Family

We congratulate the local residents who have estab-
lished a fund for survivors at the Westpac Bank. Our
community has responded in the best human way
= ¢ P& from the moment the cries for help rang out. We join
- Eﬁt‘l-\}/' CISErs, with the Administrator in acknowledging the commu-
> nity response.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S MESSAGE TO THE COMMUNITY

On Wednesday, 15 December 2010 the Christmas Island community witnessed one of the worst tragedies in its
recent history. While acknowledging the very sad loss of life and the plight of the survivors | wish to convey to
those members of the community who were involved in the search and rescue and the recovery process my deep
sense of pride in your selfless dedicated efforts. Without your efforts the outcome would have been even more
tragic than we could imagine. | acknowledge also the courageous efforts of the navy personnel, customs, the
emergency services, our police, the hospital staff, the ambulance volunteers, VMR personnel, the staff of Parks,
DIAC and Serco and the IHMS staff. There are many individuals who deserve recognition and | am sure that will

come in due course. Presently our whole community deserves commendation for its response the tragic events
of last Wednesday.

Brian Lacy, Christmas Island Administrator




“People.”

On that day, | saw people helping other people. There were no distinctions between navy people, island people or
boat people that day. People saw other people who needed help and regardless of whether or not it was their job to
come to the rescue, dozens did. '

People. :

Everyone has feelings, emotion, compassion, loved ones. Especially loved ones. People go to extraordinary lengths
for their loved ones. There’s not much a father wouldn't do to help his family if someone were trying to hurt them.
There isn’t much mothers won’t do to protect their children. What was so extraordinary that day is that strangers
were prepared to go to such extraordinary lengths to help people whom they had never met. | heard of men being
held back from diving off the cliff into the monstrous swell who felt the need to help the helpless. | saw human chains
teetering on the edge of the cliff to get that extra foot of reach to throw out a lifejacket the furthest they could. | saw
men in rescue boats risking their own lives putting themselves between the cliff and the wrecked ship to rescue
those in need. For a short time, a stranger became a loved one.

People.

That day won't ever be forgotten by any person who was there. Island people will be reminded of that day every time
they look at the ocean at the Golden Bosun. Front line responders will be taken back to that morning every time they
smell diesel. Survivors will remember it every time they reach for a loved one who isn’t there. In the coming weeks,
we’ll experience things that we’ll need to talk about, on a national level, on a community level, on a personal level.

People.

We'll be a nation of people having conversations about other people. And in the middle of it all, again in familiar terri-
tory, will be the people of Christmas Island. If people in political, religious or military conflicts around the world could
instead show the compassion that we showed on the cliffs that day, what a Christmas it would be.

“We all different. But still same-same one.”

- Chris Su

As a Liaison Officer at the Shire of Christmas Island, I'm available for the community as a contact point for people to
provide feedback on DIAC operations on Cl as well as to follow up on answers on their queries. Not all things fall
under DIAC jurisdiction, but if you'd like to know more about something, let me know and I will see if I can follow it
up.

0407994218, chris@shire.gov.cx

CLA NEWS

To all the volunteers, the rescuers and the people involved with the tragedy last Wednesday 15" December
2010, the CLA salute you for your compassion, care and bravery!! You all are certainly our Heroes!

We share the grief of those who lost their loved ones.

CLA Heritage Museum

From the assistance of the Shire Council, DORA and Cl| Removals, some of the ‘at risk” items will be transferred
to the National Archives of Australia Perth for preservation.

Renovation work on the CLA administrative building is nearing completion.

CLA would like to take this opportunity to wish all our members, friends and community a ‘Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy 2011’ .
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0407994218, chris@shire.gov.cx
“QOrang.”

Pada hari tersebut, saya lihat orang membantu orang lain. Tidak ada perbezaan antara tentera laut, warga pantai atau warga pulau hari
itu. Orang melihat orang lain yang memerlukan bantuan tanpa mengira sama ada atau tidak itu kerja mereka untuk dating menyelamat,
berdozen-dozen.

Orang.

Semnua orang mempunyai perasaan, emosi, belas kasihan, orang tersayang. Terutamanya orang yang tersayang. Orang akan bersusah
payah untuk orang yang tersayang mereka, Tidak banyak seorang bapa tidak akan lakukan untuk membantu keluarganya jika
seseorang cuba mencederakannya. Tidak banyak seorang ibu tidak akan lakukan untuk melindungi anak-anak mereka. Apa yang
sangat luar biasa adalah orang asing bersedia bersusah payah untuk membantu orang yang mereka tidak pernah bertemu. Saya dengar
lelaki ditahan daripada menyelam dari cenuram ke dalam sungai yang besar yang rasa perlunya untuk membantu yang tidak berdaya.
Saya lihat manusia diikat pada tepi cenuram untuk memanjangkan kaki untuk membolehkan melontar jaket keselamatan sejauh yang
mungkin rantai. Saya lihat lelaki dalam bot menyelamat membahayakan diri mereka berada di antara cenuram dan kapal ranap untuk
menyelamat mereka yang memerlukan. Untuk masa yang singkat, orang asing menjadi orang yang tersayang.

Orang. )

Hari itu tidak pernah dilupakan oleh mana-mana orang yang berada di situ. Orang pulau akan diingati hari tersebut setiap kali mereka
melihat lautan di Golden Bosun. Penggerak Balas barisan hadapan akan dibawa teringat pada pagi tersebut setiap kali mereka berbau
diesel. Orang yang terselamat akan mengingatinya setiap kali mereka teringat orang yang tersayang yang tiada lagi di situ. Pada
minggu-minggu akan datang, kami aknnmcngalmupcrkarayangkmmperh untuk cakapkan di peringkat nasional, pada peringkat
komunm, pada peringkat peribadi.

Orang,

Kami akan menjadi negara orang yang mempunyai perbualan tentang orang lain. Dan di tengah-tengahnya, sekali lagi dalam wilayah
yang biasa, akan menjadi warga Pulau Krismas . Jika orang dalam politik, agama bercanggah di seluruh dunia boleh menunjukkan
belas kasihan yang kami tunjukkan di cenuram pada hari tersebut, meriah sekali hari Krismas.

“Kami semua berbeza. Tetapi masih yang sama.”

- Chris Su
Sebagai Pegawai Perhubungan di Wda}uh Pulau Krismas, saya boleh d:kubung: untuk komuniti sebagai orang hubungan untuk
orang memberi maklum balas mengenai operasi DIAC mengenai CI begitu juga untuk menyusuli jawapan mengenai pertanyaan
mereka. Bukan semua perkara termasuk di bawah bidang kuasa DIAC, tetapi jika anda ingin tahu lebih lanjut tentang sesuatu,
beritahu saya dan saya akan lihat jika saya bolek menyusul B#07994218, chris@shire.gov.cx



Community Liaison Officer

What is my job about?

As Community Liaison Officer, my role is to engage with the broader Christmas Island Community - to listen
to your feedback about the changes and developments on the island over the past few years and follow up
concemns that are raised with me including those that relate to the work of the Department of Immigration and
Citizenship. I'm available to all residents on the island, short- or long-term. You can contact me anytime

Monday-Friday 8am-4pm at my office in the Shire. No Media please. Office 91648300 (244) Cell:
0407994218 '

HERBRNTHEAN?
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Apa pekerjaan saya tentang?

mcmplmyal beberapa maklmn balas"tcntang perkembangan d1 pulau 1tu, anda boleh menghubung saya 'Alm akan
bertanya DIAC tentang soalan yang anda miliki tentang kegiatan mercka. Aku sedia untuk semua penduduk di pulau itu,
jangka panjang dan jangka pendek. Anda boleh menghubungi saya Isnin-Jumaat 8:00-4:00 di shire atan di masyarakat
kapan saja.

Memorial Service

December 15 2010 is a day in Island history that we will reflect on for a long time. People came to the aid
of those in need putting aside differences to help those they could. Actually, perhaps ‘putting aside
differences’ is not the right phrase to use; for a few hours that morning, people didn’t even acknowledge
there were differences. They just saw other people.

Christmas Island people, at our best, have always been like this. A person’s cultural background just tends to
fade away after we know them and instead of saying ‘my Chinese friend Chris,’ it just becomes ‘Chris.” It just
becomes ‘Seong.’ It just becomes ‘Shafik.’ It just becomes ‘Cheng.’ It just becomes ‘Hama.’

This event will be put on for all the people we know the names of who helped the people whose names we
will never get to know. Somehow, | would like to believe that if fates were different and those who were lost

were born Islanders instead, we would then know their names and also fade their cultural background away
as one of us.

| was asked to pen the words for the plaque that is being made for the SIEV 221. | sat for an hour at the SIEV
X memorial waiting for inspiration, and then | thought | would go to the Bosun to look for inspiration there.
After two hours of writers’ block, | remembered something | read in high school.

‘The loss of each person’s life diminishes our own
because we are involved in humankind.’

it was by a 17" century poet John Donne from his essay Mediations XVII. | decided his words written 350
odd years ago would be perfect for the plaque. | think John Donne would have made an excellent Islander
and would have given his all as we did that morning and not hesitate to pick up a life jacket and run to the
very edge of the cliff to throw it out as far as he could. Like us, he would have just seen other people.

The Memorial Service will be from 9.45am ~ 12pm Saturday 5 March at the Rec Centre.






