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26 April 2017 

Dear senators, 

The University of New South Wales’s Nuclear Engineering research group strongly supports of 
Australia acceding the Framework Agreement for International Collaboration on Research 
and Development of Generation IV Nuclear Energy Systems.  We believe that it is in 
Australia’s best interest to join the GenIV international Forum (GIF) for the following reasons: 

1. Participation in GIF will enable Australia to influence the direction and development 
of nuclear technology in the world, and aid in Australia’s non-proliferation 
commitments.  This is especially important in the current climate where many 
neighbouring countries in the South-East Asia and Pacific region have expressed 
renewed interest in civil nuclear power.  Joining GIF will strengthen Australia’s position as 
regional leader of Nuclear technology, thus increasing Australia’s influence on 
international policy development in accordance with our national economic, security and 
non-proliferation interests, and maintaining Australia’s position as a de facto permanent 
member of the International Atomic Energy Agency’s Board of Governors. 
 

2. Joining GIF will enable Australian researchers to collaborate on world-leading research 
efforts, thus increase the visibility of Australia’s cutting-edge research, especially in 
the sectors of advanced materials and manufacturing, which are at the core of the 
GIF research agenda.  The collaborative agreements will also help Australia retain world-
class research capabilities in nuclear medicine, nuclear technology, and neutron and 
synchrotron science that are currently offered at the state-of-the-art facilities at ANSTO 
and the Synchrotron.  
 

3. The proposed collaborative research outlined in point 22 of the national interest 
analysis aligns with two of the nine National Science and Research Priorities: 
“Advanced Manufacturing” (advanced materials research strength) and “Energy” (Nuclear 
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