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Please consider this email a formal submission by me to the Senate Standing
Committee on Community Affairs Inquiry into the National Disability Insurance
Scheme Bill 2012.

The current disability system has many problems that need to be addressed.

We are currently very lucky that we have a good independent and consumer run
service (Enhanced Lifestyle SA). But most are not so lucky......no flexibility, lack of
portability, not enough hours to participate in most daily activity like education,
employment and community activity.
Many do not have control over who their support worker is, what skills they
require to fulfill the needs of the pwd.
Being able to have control is important.
It's important that people aren't given a limited 'menu' but are able to use their
funding to make the most of their goals contributing and being part of their
community and family activity.

Currently trying to get services, support and appropriately accessible private and
public housing in remote and rural regions, and particularly for indigenous people
in remote lands has been almost impossible. NDIS must address these issues.
These issues seem not to get much of a mention. I can only trust that the NDIS
planning teams are working closely with indigenous leaders on these issues. I've
recently been working in APY lands looking at housing and it's nothing short of
distressing and disturbing how little has been done in this area. The solutions to
accessible/adaptable/ housing and equipment in these regions are going to need
well thought out strategies and will not be easy, partly because of the geology
and landscapes people live in and also because of costs. It's vital that easy to
read, understand and culturally relevant NDIS information is available in a range
of formats and is not only computer/web-based...this limits access to information
- NOT EVERYONE HAS A COMPUTER or can get access to one, particularly if Shire
and Fed government building are still so inaccessible.

The main features of the NDIS that will make a difference to the community are:

Ensure support and equipment is available when needed, People with a disability
can choose the types of support to use, Better access to mainstream support and
services, Better access to education and work opportunities, More opportunities
to participate in the community, More employment of people with disability and
less reliance on social welfare, More rights for people with a disability, People
with a disability can plan their lives and pursue their goals and dreams, People
with disability can choose who comes into their home, The ability to receive
services when needed and in the way that suits the person, Increased ability to
coordinate services to suit the “whole” person/family, Minimising the number of
times people have to tell their story in order to get support, Less red tape, with
planning done locally by people who know their community, Access to reliable
information about support options, Removal of age barriers to services for
children, People with disabilit y/family will influence the types of support and
services offered, Older parents and families will not worry what happens when
they can no longer provide support

The most important services for the NDIS to provide are:
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Equipment and home/vehicle modifications, Education support
(technology/services/equipment), Employment support, Support for families and
carers, Interpreters and other communication support

I support the introduction of the NDIS. 

The NDIS is about changing the way services are delivered and therefore
changing the way people with disabilities are able to live, work and play.
The NDIS needs to leave people with disabilities BETTER OFF than they have
been and it's important that no one is left worse-off than they currently are.
I support it because it is a genuine effort by this Australian (Labor) Gillard
government to right the wrongs of neglect, disenfranchisement, poor service
types and their availability and affortability; it's about social justice, inclusion and
rights based or entitlement based services and equipment.
It's important that the kids coming through the system get a better chance than
they currently have. 
We live in a fabulous country that has an ethose of getting a fair deal, a fair go
and equity for everyone, but people iwth disabilities have been the largest single
marginalised group of Australians - always......we are more in number than
supporting parents, more than unemployed men and women, more than CALD
and First peoples.........and every one of these demographic groups also have
pwd in them - often in overrepresentative numbers. People who have 'carer and
family support' roles also have very high rates of disability (42%??) and the NDIS
will need to take pressure of them also....if the services and funding is
'client/individual' based people in these roles could be enabled to have regular
family relationships rather than the 'burden of care', which very often has a
negative impact on relationships with and across families and their networks.

I agree for my submission to be made public

Regards,

Ms Jill Fowler




