
Honourable Committee Members,

As the founder of Australia Against Live Exports (AALE), I submit this crucial appeal to address the
ongoing suffering of innocent animals in the live sheep export industry. Our organisation represents a
passionate community committed to ending this cruel trade. The recent RSPCA investigation as
published on Friday, 31st May 2024, has shed light on the harrowing conditions faced by sheep during
their voyages, and we implore you to take decisive action.

RSPCA Investigation Findings

Starvation and Heat Stress: Independent observer reports reveal that 80% of recent live sheep
export voyages documented sheep starving on board, with at least 60% suffering from signs of
heat stress. These distressing revelations stem from meticulous analysis of data collected during
53 export journeys between 2018 and 2023.

Sheep Mortality: Shockingly, over 6,551 sheep lost their lives during these journeys. Causes
included inanition (starvation), gastrointestinal disease, pneumonia, and injury. Regrettably, the
data does not account for sheep deaths due to stress, injury, or illness before or after boarding.

Non-Compliance with Standards: Approximately 70% of reports highlighted non-compliance with
Australian Standards for the Export of Livestock (ASEL). Issues ranged from overcrowding to poor
animal handling, jeopardising the welfare of these sentient beings.

Veterinary Treatments: Onboard, sheep received veterinary treatments for conditions such as
“shy feeding,” gastrointestinal disease, lameness, and eye infections. These interventions
underscore the severity of their suffering.

Community Support and Economic Transition

The majority of Australians—around two-thirds—support ending live sheep exports. Community
sentiment aligns with our mission to protect animals from needless cruelty.

Contrary to claims, abolishing live export need not harm our sheep industry. An economic analysis by
the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences indicates a manageable
transition to alternative markets.

To :   The Parliamentary Committee on Agriculture June 11th, 2024
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