
Australian Marine Conservation Society  
Become a Sea Guardian today: www.marineconservation.org.au 

PO Box 5815, West End QLD 4101 p 07 3846 6777 f 07 3846 6788 e amcs@amcs.org.au 

 
 
 
Committee Secretary 
Senate Standing Committees on Environment and Communications 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
By email: ec.sen@aph.gov.au 
 
 
15 September 2021 
 
 
Dear Committee Secretary 
 
Re: Offshore Electricity Infrastructure Bill 2021 
 
The Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS) is Australia’s peak marine 
conservation organisation. Representing around 300,000 people from all around the 
country, we work to protect our oceans and coastal environments for the benefits of the 
health of our environment, current and future generations of Australians, jobs, and the 
economy and the health of our nation. For over 50 years, we have worked through 
scientific research, policy advocacy, communications and on-ground work to achieve our 
mission.  
 
AMCS is pleased to provide comments on the Offshore Electricity Infrastructure Bill in 
relation to the declaration of areas for offshore renewable energy infrastructure (OREI). 
Please note that we are only able to comment on the following important but limited set 
of matters in the time we have available: 
 
While we are strongly supportive of clean energy and mechanisms to support Australia’s 
rapid transition to net zero emissions, particularly in the energy sector, it is important that 
there is proper consideration of the environmental, cultural and social impacts of marine 
infrastructure (and associated activities) in the selection and assessment of areas as 
suitable for OREI (and indeed any proposed marine infrastructure, including offshore oil 
and gas infrastructure). This should also apply to the licensing of activities to ensure there 
are no significant impacts. 
 
To this end, decisions need to be made with adequate information about the 
environmental, cultural and social values of a marine area and the potential impacts from 
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