
Adaptive sport programs for Australian Defence Force veterans
Submission 14



Adaptive sport programs for Australian Defence Force veterans
Submission 14



Adaptive sport programs for Australian Defence Force veterans
Submission 14



Adaptive sport programs for Australian Defence Force veterans
Submission 14



Adaptive sport programs for Australian Defence Force veterans
Submission 14



Adaptive sport programs for Australian Defence Force veterans
Submission 14



Adaptive sport programs for Australian Defence Force veterans
Submission 14



5. The Eguitability of Current Funding and Accessibility for Adaptive Sport

Only certain adaptive sports are currently supported by the ADF. Additionally, funding and access 
appears to the skewed towards adaptive sports that are included in the lnvictus Games, of which rugby 
league is not. Not all veterans that are capable or eligible wish to participate in the lnvictus Games. 
Those that want to participate in rugby league, or a version of the game are met with limited options. 

Veterans that qualify for the lnvictus program should be able to play any sport of their choosing that 
accommodates their needs and abilities, not just those sports included in the lnvictus Games. In making 
more sports available and accessible, more veterans will participate and experience the positive social, 
wellbeing and health outcomes that sport has to offer. 

6. Eligibility for the Australian Sports Medal

Within rugby league there are members of the current and ex-ADF who, in addition to serving, play the 
game at the elite level representing their clubs, states and country. Consideration should be given to the 
medal criteria being extended to include any veteran who achieves a great sporting feat, as well as 
veterans' teams representing Australia in international events. This would recognise the dedication, 
effort and resilience of those involved in all sport, not just a select number of sports.

7. Conclusion

While rugby league isn't necessarily an 'adaptive sport' under the lnvictus Games model, our game 
embraces adaptability and offers opportunities for veterans of all ability to participate. Rugby league has 
numerous versions of the sport including, touch, tag, tackle, wheelchair, and all abilities as well as 
programs that enable education and involvement in officiating, training and coaching and off field 
administration. It is a sport that any veteran can participate and thrive in, living up to the NRLs mission 
of rugby league truly being "the greatest game for all". 

8. Further information

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the consultation process We are happy to provide further 
information or answer questions regarding any matters raised in this submission. Should you require 
any further information please contact 

Tony Archer - Senior Manager: Officiating Education and Development

Or myself, Andrew Every: Executive General Manager - Strategy and Transformation 

NATIONAL RUGBY LEAGUE LIMITED 

Rugby League Central, Driver Avenue Locked Bag 5000 

Moore Park NSW 2027 Paddington NSW 207 2 

NRL.COM 

ABN 23 082 088 962 
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