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My name is and both my sister and Iwas a ward of the state. I
continue to sufler the ellects 01 this fact some 50 years later. Isullered fro. emotional
abuse, physical abuse, neglect. and sexual abuse I'milst held in the 'care' of the Katherine
Booth Girls' Home in Kew, Victoria. Ilive. even today, in an atmos here of continual fear. gui~

and shame. Isomehowieel responsible. Iam haunted by the betrayal;n istroa ment
shown by my caregivers, .nd I athough iam surrounrlad by my family and Iriends Ifeel as
though Ilive in isolation The impa of this early e'jlerience has moant lam forevar tra ped
and haunted by my childhood memories.

Ihave recurrent and intrusive flashbacks of the many traumatic events that happened to me
while I\'filS at the home. Ioften feel as though Iam back there. an the abuse is recurring,
and, because of these emotionaillashbacks. Iself -medicate with large amounts of alcohol. I
also take sleeping tablets to help me get though and manage my pain.

One day my m her left my sister, my six-month old baby br her and me in the Girls' Home.
The neglect Isuffered the sexual abuse Ithought could cope with, as Iknew one day Iwould
growup and leave that pface. What Ididn't know is that the feelings of rage. self loathing,
depression, anxiety and guilt would follow me forever.
Ar,y abuse of children is not acceptable but even more horrific is when the abusers are Irom
agovernment-funded organization. and that high·level people knewo! the horrors occurring
there. Being fostered out to child molesters. child abusers made my situation worse, and left
my level of trust in humans at zero.
My family will never know the full h rror of what IVlent endured. nor would Iwant them to. I
have been down the legal road before; how traumatic and painful it lias to relive these
memories.

Iwant the authorities to follow up in pursuing the abusers; Ineed to be compensated for the
abuse/neglect/poor education/health care/dental care/emotional and psychologiC31
damage Isuffered as a child:
1UtlOERSlMlO that the gove ent has apologised, but Ineed hem to accept responsibility
and back up their fine words 01 apology ,\;th real money.

We are all children of Australia and so we should all be treated equally and not have to accep
that ou 1ate rested on mere luck as to v.nat State we grew up in, ~nat town \113 were abused
in. We need the Australian government to show leadership and make all States can ribute to a
national scheme.
The churches and charities should also be required to contribute to a national scheme. They
were part 01 the problem and should be a part of the solution.




