Department of Defence — Guided Weapons and Explosive Ordnance Storage Program Tranche 2
Submission 1 - Supplementary Submission 3

i . Air Commodore Ron Tilley
¢ Australian Government Director General

Capital Facilities and Infrastructure
Brindabella Business Park

Defence

Mr Graham Perrett MP

Chair

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works
Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mr Perrett

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT
GUIDED WEAPONS EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE STORAGE PROGRAM
TRANCHE 2

1. The Guided Weapons Explosive Ordnance Storage Program Tranche 2 Project
was referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works on 1 July 2024.
The project proposes to deliver new and upgraded facilities and infrastructure at Defence
Establishment Orchard Hills, New South Wales.

2. This report is to inform the Committee of the nature and extent of community
consultation that has been undertaken by the Department of Defence for the proposed
works. The aim of the consultation is to ensure local communities and other stakeholders
are:

a. well informed about project details through effective and proven communication
channels; and

b. provided the opportunity to raise any concerns or issues, or to seek further
information regarding the project so that, wherever feasible, Defence can address
these in its proposed works.

3. The following stakeholder and community consultation activities have been
delivered in accordance with the project’s comprehensive community engagement
strategy:

a. Community information sessions were advertised in relevant local newspapers, in
Sydney and the Penrith region, and were held in Claremont Meadows on
3 July 2024. These details are included in the example advertisement at Annex A.

b. The type of information Defence presented to the public is shown at Annex B,
and the level of attendance is provided at Annex C.

C. Key stakeholders, including Federal, State and Local Members of Government,
and local community, Local Indigenous Communities and business groups were
invited to receive a personal briefing about the project. An example of the
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invitation that was sent out is at Annex D, and a list of all stakeholders engaged
by Defence, including the status of each engagement, is at Annex E.

d. A project webpage and email address have been set up to receive submissions and
questions about the project. These details are at Annex F.

4, Information about the proposed works was generally well received at the
community information sessions and feedback to date has been supportive. A summary of
topics and key issues raised during community information sessions and via the project
email address is provided at Annex G.

5. Comments raised by members of the community focused on:

a. increased demolitions, disposal and testing at Defence Establishment Orchard
Hills;

b. explosive ordnance safeguarding arcs;

C. impact to the proposed re-zoning of the surrounding areas;

d. impact on local roads and traffic from the proposed works and base access; and

e. the new Western Sydney Airport and any potential impacts of new flight paths on

the proposed works.

6. Consultation activities have concluded. Defence will provide briefings to Federal,
State and Local Members of Government contacted during the consultation process
should they request one.

Yours sincerely,

RM Tilley
Air Commodore
Director General Capital Facilities and Infrastructure

27 August 2024

Annexes:

Newspaper Advertisements

Examples of Community Information Session Resources (Information Boards)
Community Information Session Attendance and Summary

Example of Letter to Key Stakeholders

Status of Key Stakeholder Communication

Project Webpage and Email Address

Summary of Topics and Key Issues Raised during Consultation

OTMUO®p
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Annex B

EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES
INFORMATION BOARD PRESENTATION
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INFORMATION FLYERS

A public information brochure was distributed to community members during the community
information sessions. These brochures provided useful information surrounding safeguarding for
explosive ordnance facilities for the attendees. Webpage links and contact details were also
provided.

The following brochure was produced:

e Department of Defence Safeguarding Maps for Explosive Facilities, Public Information
Brochure
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Annex C
COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION
ATTENDANCE AND SUMMARY

Two Community Information sessions were held on 3 July 2024 at the Claremont Meadows
Community Centre, 172-180 Sunflower Dr, Claremont Meadows, NSW. The sessions were held
at 10:00am to 12:00pm and 1:00pm to 5:00pm.

Resources

Materials on display included the information boards shown at Annex B.
The Defence Consultation Team included members from:

o Defence’s Project Delivery Team

o Consultant Project Management Team

o Explosives Ordnance Branch

Attendance

Number of attendees | Interest Group

Session 1 — Claremont Meadows Community Centre — 10:00am to 12:00pm

9 Local Residents

2 Local Government
1 Local media
Total: 12

Session 2 — Claremont Meadows Community Centre — 1:00pm to 5:00pm

7 Local Residents

0 Local Government

Total: 7

Key points raised during the community information sessions included:

Increased demolitions and disposal; with Defence advising these activities will not be
impacted by the project.

Increased testing, with Defence advising no live testing undertaken on base.

Expansion of Explosive Ordnance safeguarding arcs; with Defence advising the existing
Explosive Ordnance safeguarding arcs will not be impacted by the project.

Impact to the proposed re-zoning of the surrounding area; with Defence advising the
project does not represent a change to the existing base operations or conditions.

Impact on the local roads and traffic from the project works and Base access; with
Defence advising traffic management will be addressed under the Contractor’s Traffic
Management Plan.

Impact on Western Sydney Airport flightpaths; with Defence advising Western Sydney
Airport 1s aware of Base operations and the project will not impact on existing operations.

Further information is detailed in Annex G.




Department of Defence — Guided Weapons and Explosive Ordnance Storage Program Tranche 2
Submission 1 - Supplementary Submission 3

Annex D
EXAMPLE OF LETTER TO KEY STAKEHOLDERS
Invitations for personal briefings were sent out to the Mayor, State and Federal Members, Local

Indigenous Organisations in Orchard Hills. An example of an invitation sent to key stakeholders
is provided below.
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Annex E

STATUS OF KEY STAKEHOLDER COMMUNICATIONS

ORGANISATION AND

MEMBER NOTES
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
12 June 2024. Defence posted a letter to Mrs McIntosh, providing
project information, contact details and an invitation to contact
Defence for a personal briefing.
26 June 2024. Defence followed up via an email to Mrs McIntosh and
provided details of the community information sessions.
Mrs Melissa McIntosh MP

Federal Member for Lindsay

3 July 2024. Mr Kalvin Biag attended the community information
session on behalf of Mrs McIntosh. No initial questions were raised.

22 July 2024. Joint Briefing with Explosive Ordnance Facilities
Northern NSW Redevelopment project. Mrs McIntosh was supportive
of the project. Questions were raised regarding the community
engagement, impacts of the airport, the scope and requested
information on the environmental offset area.

STATE/TERRITORY GOVERNMENT

12 June 2024. Defence posted a letter to Mrs Davies, providing
project information, contact details and an invitation to contact

Mrs Tanya Davies MP Defence for a personal briefing.
State Member for Badgerys ) ) _
Creek 26 June 2024. Defence followed up via an email to Mrs Davies and
provided details of the community information sessions.
A response has not yet been received.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Councillor Todd Carney
Penrith City Mayor

12 June 2024. Defence posted a letter to Mr Carney, providing project
information, contact details and an mvitation to contact Defence for a
personal briefing.

26 June 2024. Defence followed up via an email to Mr Carney and
provided details of the community information sessions.

5 August 2024. Joint Briefing with Explosive Ordnance Facilities
Northern NSW Redevelopment Project. Mr Carney queried the
outcome of the community consultation session and sought to
understand the explosive ordnance safeguarding arc limitations on the
surrounding community. Mr Carney expressed satisfaction with the
responses provided by Defence.

Councillor Sue Day
Penrith Councillor

3 July 2024. Ms Day attended the community information session.
Defence followed up via an email to Ms Day, providing project
information, contact details and an mnvitation to contact Defence for a
personal briefing.

Ms Day did not request a briefing but passed on the information to Mr
Todd Carney, the Penrith City Mayor, who was provided a briefing.
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ORGANISATION AND
MEMBER NOTES
COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS GROUP
12 June 2024. Defence posted a letter to Mr Fox, providing project
) information, contact details and an invitation to contact Defence for a
‘Mr Richard Fox personal briefing.
Penrith Valley Chamber of ) )
Commerce 26 June 2024. Defence followed up via an email to Mr Fox and
provided details of the community information session.
A response has not yet been received.
3 July 2024. A representative from the Orchard Hills Community
Consultative Committee attended the community information session
advising the existence of the committee. Defence followed up via an
Ms Kate Robinson email to Ms Kate Robinson.
Orchard Hills Community | 3 July 2024. Ms Robinson requested further information regarding the

Consultative Committee

project to address community questions issued to her committee.
Defence provided Ms Robinson with the PWC Project website to
download the submission. Defence is still to confirm whether this has
answered all of Ms Robinson questions or if she requires additional
information.

Ms Corina Wayali Norman
Cultural Consultant
Darug Ngurra Aboriginal
Corporation

12 June 2024. Defence posted a letter to Ms Norman providing
project information, contact details and an invitation to contact
Defence for a personal briefing.

26 June 2024. Defence followed up via an email to Ms Norman and
provided details of the community information sessions.

A response has not yet been received.

Mr Athol Smith
Chair, Deerubbin Local
Aboriginal Land Council

12 June 2024. Defence posted a letter to Mr Smith providing project
information, contact details and an invitation to contact Defence for a
personal briefing.

26 June 2024. Defence followed up via an email to Mr Smith and
provided details of the community information sessions.

A response has not yet been received.
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Annex F

PROJECT WEBPAGE AND EMAIL ADDRESS
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Annex G

SUMMARY OF TOPICS AND KEY ISSUES RAISED DURING CONSULTATION

TOPIC

RAISED BY

DEFENCE RESPONSE

Increased demolitions and live
testing.

Local resident

The project team advised there 1s no
live testing conducted on base.
Demolitions and activity in the
training area will not increase as a
result of the project.

Changes to the Explosive
Ordnance arcs.

Local resident

The project team advised there is no
change to the Explosive Ordnance
safety arcs as a result of this project.

Impact to the urban development
of the surrounding area.

Local resident

The project team advised that since
there is no change to the Explosive
Ordnance arcs, there will be no
impact on future urban development
as a result of this project.

Increase in traffic and local road
deterioration.

Local resident

The project team spoke to the
information boards at Annex B.

Increase quantity of explosives
being stored on base.

Local resident

The project team advised that while
the amount of Explosive Ordnance is
increasing, there is no change to the
safety arcs, hence there is no
increased risk to the public.

Manufacturing of weapons at
Defence Establishment Orchard
Hills.

Local resident

The project team spoke to the
information boards at Annex B. The
project team advised that the project
1s for storage only.

Impact to local flight paths.

Local resident

The project team advised that there 1s
no change to the Explosive Ordnance
safety arcs.

Alternative siting options.

Local resident

The project team advised that the
project will increase storage capacity
at Defence Establishment Orchard
Hills.

Impacts on environmental offset | Mrs Melissa The offset area 1s still in place.
area due to the development. McIntosh MP Defence is in the process of
Federal Member | requesting permission to have road
for Lindsay access through the offset area. There
are guidelines on using the areas.
Defence is managing the areas in line
with the Offset Management Plan.
(Following the meeting, Defence
issued the guidelines link to the
Member)
Amount of munitions coming to | Mrs Melissa There will be more munitions coming
Orchard Hills. McIntosh MP to the Base, hence the need for
Federal Member | expansion via the project. A number
for Lindsay of bases across Australia will be

developed for additional storage.
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