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NBN Co – AVC Profile (Dec 2013) 





ABS - Internet Activity, Australia 
(December 2013, issued 8 April 2014) 

Data downloaded by fixed-line broadband (823,421 Terabytes) accounted for 96% of all internet 
downloads in the three months ended 31 December 2013.  

An annual comparison of the volume of data downloaded by fixed line broadband shows a 56% 
increase. 



Deloitte – Digital Disruption 



http://www.zdnet.com/au/alcatel-tapped-for-indonesias-conrovian-fttp-rollout-7000027179/, viewed 4 May 2014 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2014/03/11/indonesia_plans_10_gbps_broadband_sprint/, viewed 4 May 2014 

http://www.zdnet.com/au/alcatel-tapped-for-indonesias-conrovian-fttp-rollout-7000027179/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2014/03/11/indonesia_plans_10_gbps_broadband_sprint/


http://www.zdnet.com/chinas-ftth-an-inconvenient-nbn-truth-for-libs-7000008728/, viewed 4 May 2014 
http://delimiter.com.au/2012/08/24/fibre-to-the-home-the-preferred-option-says-nz/, viewed 4 May 2014 

http://www.zdnet.com/chinas-ftth-an-inconvenient-nbn-truth-for-libs-7000008728/
http://delimiter.com.au/2012/08/24/fibre-to-the-home-the-preferred-option-says-nz/


http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/opinion/memo-malcolm-dont-stuff-up-nbn/story-
fng7vg0p-1226857414610, viewed 4 May 2014 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/opinion/memo-malcolm-dont-stuff-up-nbn/story-fng7vg0p-1226857414610
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/opinion/memo-malcolm-dont-stuff-up-nbn/story-fng7vg0p-1226857414610


http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/ACompT/2004/9.html, viewed 2 May 2014 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/ACompT/2004/9.html/


Paragraph 222: 
  
Mr Ergas… appeared reluctant to respond to questions whose answers 
might have been adverse to the case put by the party calling [him].  
 
[Mr Ergas] provided non-responsive answers and deviated to discussions 
of other issues which supported the case of the applicants.  
 
Such an attitude and conduct of an expert witness leads to a conclusion of 
partiality and an inability to express an objective expert opinion upon 
which reliance can be placed. 

Photo: Nic Walker 



Paragraph 211:  
 
His (Mr Ergas’) evidence provided little real illumination of the extent of the 
public benefits that were said to arise from the Alliance.  
 
In his attempt to quantify these benefits, his method and explanation left 
much to be desired and lacked clarity, detail and transparency.  
 
Accordingly, we place little weight on the precise quantification of benefits 
presented by the applicants. 

Photo: Nic Walker 



Paragraph 642:  
 
The cost savings calculated by Mr Ergas were based upon factual and 
counterfactual scenarios which were not necessarily the only choices open 
to the applicants.  
 
Paragraph 651:  
 
Mr Ergas' calculations appeared to be predicated upon unstated 
assumptions and suppositions rather than on precisely spelled out inputs.  

Photo: Nic Walker 



Paragraph 645:  
 
We had little confidence in the methodology used by Mr Ergas to quantify 
the public benefits claimed by the applicants and accordingly we were not 
persuaded by the estimated figures he ultimately reached for each category 
of benefit.  

Photo: Nic Walker 



Claims about NBN cost to consumers 

Page 13:“Thus, for the most likely estimate of $170 per month, 
unit costs in metropolitan areas are of $133 per month, while 
those in non-metropolitan areas are just under $380.” 



http://www.harbourisp.com.au/residential/nbn-broadband/nbn-fibre, viewed 2 May 2014 

http://www.harbourisp.com.au/residential/nbn-broadband/nbn-fibre


http://www.iinet.net.au/internet/broadband/nbn/plans/, viewed 2 May 2014 

http://www.iinet.net.au/internet/broadband/nbn/plans/


http://www.optus.com.au/shop/broadband/nbn/plans/naked/, viewed 2 May 2014 

http://www.iinet.net.au/internet/broadband/nbn/plans/


Professor Ergas has been one of the fiercest 
critics of the previous Labor government's 
plans to spend $37.4 billion running fibre to 
the front doors of homes and businesses 
across Australia.  
 
Mr Ergas said he had handed out Liberal 
how-to-vote cards at the recent election, 
but said his Coalition connections would 
have no bearing on his ability to give 
independent advice if he were appointed 
to the NBN panel. 
 
Professor Ergas said it was a good thing that 
he participated in ‘‘community life’’ by 
supporting successful Liberal Senate 
candidate for the ACT Zed Seselja. 

http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/malcolm-turnbull-to-include-labor-critic-on-nbn-panel-20131120-2xuqu.html, 
viewed 2 May 2014 

http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/malcolm-turnbull-to-include-labor-critic-on-nbn-panel-20131120-2xuqu.html


Not much has been known about that and the reasons have a lot to do with 
internal Liberal Party politics. It didn't have a propitious start. What's not widely 
known is that Turnbull, ambitious for the leadership in April 2008 and already 
impatient with what he saw as the terminal leadership of Brendan Nelson, 
launched the Ergas options review without even informing his leader. 

Nelson was very wary of what was in it. He presented the report to the shadow 
cabinet and they decided, in the words of one frontbencher, to "let it out on a day 
when all the focus was on Labor with an immediate disavowal of some of the 
more controversial elements". 

That day never came. Nelson lost the leadership to Turnbull a matter of months 
later and the Ergas "theoretical issues paper", as Turnbull now refers to it in 
internal discussions, remains locked in the shadow cabinet safe. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/libs-should-dust-off-ergass-review/story-e6frg6zo-1225719066561, viewed 2 May 2014  

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/libs-should-dust-off-ergass-review/story-e6frg6zo-1225719066561
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