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of contrived insolvencies, phoenixing and other corporate misconduct on both business and 

employment relationships is truly staggering (a recent review of insolvency investigation reports 

in the industry found over three thousand possible cases of civil misconduct and nearly 250 

criminal offences in the industry in a single year). The ABCC did nothing, and will do nothing, to 

assist those persons affected by this disgraceful conduct. 

6) There is no credible evidence that the ABCC led to improved productivity in the building industry

when it was last in existence, nor is there any evidence that the introduction of this Bill will

improve productivity. Such "evidence" that has trotted out in favour of it has been economic

modelling that has been thoroughly debunked. It also important to bear in mind that, to the

extent that industrial action in the industry is said to be an economic problem, the current

average level of days lost to industrial action in construction is not even one sixth of the average

level seen in key resource industries since the start of the mining boom.

7) The most notable observation from official statistics that distinguishes the ABCC period are not

those about productivity or industrial action - they are those about workplace deaths. During

the currency of the ABCC the number of workplace fatalities in the construction industry grew.

The risk of workplace injury or death in the construction industry is high and a regulatory

environment that discourages workers from speaking out or seeking assistance from their union

to improve workplace safety concerns will potentially risk more lives.

In light of these findings, no reasonable Senator could in good conscience support the Bill. 

Even if this Bill is approached purely on ideological grounds, there is ample reason for both libertarians 

and social democrats alike to be offended by its provisions. This is perhaps why the government took 

absolutely no steps to explain the Bill or its provisions during its marathon re-election campaign, 

notwithstanding that its non-passage in the last Parliament was the stated reason for going to the polls. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dave Oliver 
Secretary 

3 

Building and Construction Industry (Improving Productivity) Bill 2013 and related bill
Submission 11


