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Dear Sir or Madam 

Inquiry into the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct 

Background. 

SunCable is an Australian-founded, world-leading renewable energy company. Our flagship 

project is the Australia-Asia Power Link (AAPowerLink) - the world’s largest solar energy 

infrastructure project. The project includes the development of the world’s biggest integrated 

renewable energy and battery storage facility in the heart of the Northern Territory which could 

over multiple stages deliver up to 6GW of renewable energy to Darwin and Singapore.  

The integrated AAPowerLink project is all about harnessing the Northern Territory’s 

extraordinary renewable energy potential to deliver industrial scale firmed power for new green 

industry in northern Australia and support Singapore’s transition to a renewable energy 

economy.  The AAPowerLink is a once in a generation infrastructure project, backed by a 

compelling scientific, economic and social evidence base that is set to deliver a triple win for the 

Asia Pacific Region’s economies, environments and communities. 

AAPowerLink has the potential to create thousands of jobs, a host of opportunities for local 

businesses and suppliers, and provide investment in Australia, Singapore and Indonesia. The 

project has been awarded Major Project status by the Commonwealth and Northern Territory 

Governments and Infrastructure Australia has assessed the project as Investment Ready on its 

Priority Initiative List.  

SunCable welcomes the opportunity to contribute our recommendations to the Inquiry.  
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Development of Darwin’s Middle Arm Sustainable Development Precinct, the role and 

funding intentions of the Northern Territory and Commonwealth governments   

NT Government leadership on the development of this Precinct has been instrumental to attract 

industrial scale green development interest to the region. The establishment of this Precinct, in 

conjunction with the proposed availability of GW scale, firmed renewable electricity creates a 

globally competitive location for green industrial development. 

The Albanese Government passed the Climate Change Act (2022) and the Climate Change 

(Consequential Amendments) Act (2022), which will enshrine Australia’s emissions target of 43% 

into the considerations for infrastructure approvals and investment within Commonwealth 

agencies and funding vehicles. The 2022-23 Federal Budget funding commitment of $1.5 billion 

in planned equity to support the construction of common user marine infrastructure within the 

Precinct is a welcome strategic commitment to private energy proponents and investors to create 

a fit for purpose energy hub.  

The AAPowerLink is a key enabler of the Precinct, and will help the Commonwealth and NT 

governments meet several economic and climate policies. Our project proposes to deliver 

between 900 MW and 3900MW of firmed renewable electricity to Darwin across multiple stages. 

An economic analysis of AAPowerLink identified a range of immediate and enduring benefits 

including 3 times return on present value of costs, up to 14,500 jobs per year and stimulating 

new domestic activity to generate up to $20,500m additional GSP.  

SunCable’s proposed supply of green electricity to the Precinct can underpin a new wave of green 

industrial development, further increasing the economic and social benefits to the region, whilst 

driving the delivery of domestic manufacturing and regional trade security. 

SunCable has identified a prospective demand for more than 15GW of renewable electricity to 

support a range of green energy, mineral processing and manufacturing requirements in the 

region.  

The supply of green electricity is a critical input to support sustainable, green industrial 

development and is fundamental to achieving the sustainable development objectives of the 

Precinct.  

SunCable applauds the Commonwealth commitment to fund establishment of common user 

infrastructure at the Precinct, and recommends that the scope of the funding be expanded to 

cover the electrical network infrastructure to supply the Precinct with renewable electricity. 
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Government investment in a dedicated green industrial grid will provide investment certainty 

and underpin development of a pipeline of green industrial projects to support the Territory’s 

$40B economy goal and infrastructure strategy out to and beyond 2030. 

Recommendation 1 – Commonwealth to allocate funding from its overall commitment to 

develop the dedicated electrical infrastructure to supply industrial customers within the 

Precinct with renewable electricity. 

 

Likely and intended future uses of the site as well as the industries and supply chains that 

would benefit from those plans 

SunCable understands the Precinct is designed to attract industries including: 

• renewable energy for the Territory, Australia and international markets through the 

production of green products such as hydrogen and ammonia 

• processing of critical minerals for industries that need to succeed in a transition to low 

emissions including vanadium oxides and lithium derivatives 

• low emissions fuels and products needed for Australian supply chain security including 

natural gas and sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) 

• advanced manufacturing of strategic industries involved in the energy transition such as 

lithium-ferro-phosphate (LFP) cathode manufacturing.1 

The target industries for the Precinct contribute to the renewable energy transition. Hydrogen 

and ammonia are slated, over time, to replace carbon intensive fossil fuels. To manufacture 

batteries and solar panels, critical minerals such as lithium, nickel, cobalt, copper and rare earth 

elements are needed for key energy supply chain products. SunCable commends both the NT 

and Commonwealth governments for their strategic planning to support the energy transition, 

and position Australia as a leader in sustainable industries. 

A key consideration for the development of these industries is that they require high volume 

green electricity to fulfil their value proposition. AAPowerLink is the most advanced potential 

supplier of renewable electricity the Precinct requires to realise the vision of the Commonwealth 

and NT Government. SunCable has entered into non-binding supply agreements with Precinct 

proponents and is positioned to provide industrial scale, firmed green electricity for the 

production of these products from the early 2030s onwards. The supply from AAPowerLink 

 
1 https://middlearmprecinct.nt.gov.au/Industries 
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combined with the strategic development of this Precinct creates a globally competitive hub for 

green industrial development in the Northern Territory. 

The Precinct is also expected to create 20,000 permanent, high-skill local jobs in new and 

emerging industries.2 This provides a pathway for training, workforce development and 

migration, ensuring the next generation of Australian occupations are established in the 

Northern Territory.  

The Precinct will play an integral role in supporting the Northern Territory objectives of a $40 

billion economy by 2030, and net zero targets by 2050. 

Climate, environmental, health or cultural heritage impacts as a result of developing the 

harbour and the industries seeking to establish themselves at Middle Arm 

Nil comment. 

Conduct, process and implications of the proposed strategic environmental assessment 

for Middle Arm 

Nil comment. 

Engagement and advocacy by industries and their representatives throughout the Middle 

Arm proposal, including with First Nations groups and communities adherence to the 

principles of free, prior and informed consent 

Nil comment.  

Conclusion 

SunCable supports the NT Government’s leadership to develop the Middle Arm Sustainable 

Development Precinct. Whilst we have not provided specific comment on three questions raised 

by the Senate Committee, it is important to note our support for best practice development 

activities especially with regard to Native Title holders and Traditional Owners. SunCable commits 

to upholding these best practice principles on AAPowerLink and its supply to the Precinct.  

The Precinct will create a hub for green industrial development in the region, support the 

Territory’s objectives of a $40B economy by 2030 and a pathway to net-zero emissions by 2050. 

 
2 https://middlearmprecinct.nt.gov.au/about-the-precinct 
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Attachment A – Background on AAPowerLink 

 

AAPowerLink consists of two sub-projects.  

DarwinLink. 

DarwinLink is the Australian onshore component of AAPowerLink and includes the development 

of the world’s biggest integrated renewable energy zone on Powell Creek in the Barkly region of 

the Northern Territory, along with 800km of overhead HVDC transmission to the Darwin region. 

The project plans to deliver up to 4GW of 24/7 renewable electricity to the Middle Arm 

Sustainable Development Precinct (the Precinct), to underpin a new wave of green industrial 

development.  

Our integrated renewable energy zone will include solar PV generation, energy storage and 

voltage source converters. The energy harvested from the zone will be used to supply both 

DarwinLink and SingaporeLink energy exports. 

DarwinLink is expected to generate ~$8billion worth of investment and ~1750 direct jobs in 

Australia during the construction phase. Once complete, the project has an operating life of 70 

years; providing an opportunity to deliver intergenerational benefits to the Barkly region and the 

Northern Territory. We anticipate the project providing 350 permanent jobs during operation, 

and a range of contract and business enterprise opportunities for the region. 

SingaporeLink. 

SingaporeLink is the international component of the AAPowerLink project, focused on developing 

the offshore transmission system extending from Darwin to Singapore (via Indonesian waters). 

From the Northern Territory, 4,300km of subsea cables will transmit renewable power through 

Indonesian waters to deliver 1.75GW of 24/7 renewable electricity to Singapore. 

SingaporeLink is designed to supply up to 15 per cent of Singapore’s total electricity needs and 

diversify its electricity generation mix (currently 95 per cent gas which the Singapore 

governement is seeking to reduce ). The AAPowerLink will also diversify the country of origin for 

renewable electricity imports. All of this provides more resilience for Singapore’s grid. 
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Underpinning our ambitions to develop AAPowerLink are the direct enabling properties and 

subsequent benefits of the Precinct. Conversely, the Precinct purports it will be largely powered 

by renewables.3SunCable considers itself a key enabler to achieve this outcome.   

  

 
3 https://middlearmprecinct.nt.gov.au/Sustainability 
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