
Submission to the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade: Inquiry into the 
management of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) contamination in and around 
Defence bases.

My submission relates to the Townsville RAAF base, Garbutt, and is in respect of terms of 
reference a)  the extent of contamination in and around the base, including water, soil, other natural 
assets and built structures; and f) remediation works at the base.

Background:

As a long term resident of Garbutt, I have attended the public walk-in sessions, prior to and during 
the environmental assessment undertaken of the area outside the base by consultants WSP. This has 
been long overdue and came only after local pressure, following concerns raised by residents at 
Oakey and Williamstown.

a)  the extent of contamination in and around the base, including water, soil, other natural assets and 
built structures.

The investigation confirmed that PFAS has travelled widely from the base, assisted by the seasonal 
pumping of water off base into the nearby lagoon, to keep the runway serviceable during heavy wet 
season events. (See attachments: map showing pump and wetlands, and wetland photos). Pumping 
removes not just freshwater, but groundwater reaching the surface with the rise in the water table. 
This is still the preferred option to keeping the runway open.

Though the use of PFAS foams in fight-fighting and training has been superseded, residues are still 
present in the soil, water and the food chain as evidenced in samples taken of flora, fish and 
crustaceans. I note that birds were not sampled, an important oversight given that birds are the most 
mobile of any fauna, including humans, and the feed off plants and/or species further down the food 
chain.

f) remediation works at the base.

Of further concern is the planned extension of the runway to accommodate larger military aircraft. 
Construction would need to be undertaken within the scope of any remedial works, to contain 
contaminated soil and loam on the RAAF base, to prevent spillage into the wider area. (See 
attachment: article in Tsv Bulletin).
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