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 Senate Standing Committee on 
Environment and Communications  
S1.57 
Parliament House  
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

 
IOC Television & Marketing Services SA 
 
By e-mail only 
 

 Lausanne, 4 April 2012 

 
Inquiry into the Broadcasting Services Amendment (Anti-siphoning) Bill 2012 

 
Dear Chairman Cameron (Chair), Deputy Chairman Fisher (Deputy Chair) and members of 

the Senate Environment and Communications Legislation Committee,  

The following submission is presented on behalf of the International Olympic Committee 

(IOC) in response to an invitation from the Senate Environment and Communications 

Legislation Committee to address issues of relevance to the IOC in relation to the 

Broadcasting Services Amendment (Anti-siphoning) Bill 2012 (the Bill). 

The IOC thanks the Committee for the opportunity to make a submission in the current 

inquiry. 

This submission is directed to matters relating to the future licensing of the IOC’s television 

broadcast rights in Australia.  The IOC has previously allocated the broadcast rights for the 

forthcoming 2012 London Olympic Games, and proceeds on the basis that nothing in the 

Bill impacts those arrangements.1  

1. Background 

1.1 Broadcasting Rights for the Olympic Games 

The Olympic Games take place every two years, preceded by the opening ceremony and 

ending with the closing ceremony. 

                                                      
1  Under the Bill, events in the 2012 Summer Olympic Games are proposed to be 
declared to be ‘Tier A anti-siphoning events’.  The IOC understands this is being done for 
administrative reasons, that events in future Summer and Winter Olympics will be ‘Tier B 
anti-siphoning events’ and that nothing in the Bill adversely impacts the existing 
agreements for Nine Network and FOXTEL to provide free-to-air and subscription 
television coverage of the London 2012 Olympic Games in accordance with existing 
contractual arrangements.  If this is not the case, the IOC requests notification as a matter 
of urgency.  
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