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1. The Australian Taxpayers Alliance (ATA) and MyChoice Australia (MCA) welcome the 

opportunity to submit to the inquiry into the Singapore Free Trade Agreement – 

Amendment (SAFTA) led by the Joint Committee on Treaties.   

 

2. The ATA is a non-partisan grassroots public advocacy group representing Australia’s 

taxpayers with over 40,000 members nationally. Our campaigns focus on fighting unfair, 

inefficient and inequitable taxes, repealing bureaucratic red tape and wasteful spending 

and supporting individual and civil liberties. MCA is an autonomous affiliate organisation 

of the ATA which focuses on consumer choice, regulations, and civil liberties. 

 

3. The ATA and MCA would like to draw particular attention to Article 22, the Tobacco 

Control Measures of Section B: Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS). We are 

opposed to this article and believe all legal and regulated industries should be equal under 

any international treaties entered into by the Australian government. For this reason, it is 

our belief the industry specific inclusion in the SAFTA is redundant.  

 

4. There is currently a provision in the existing SAFTA which permits governments to act 

on issues of public interest, including health, regardless of other provisions in the 

agreement.1  Basic principles in this treaty have been important in promoting investment 

between the two countries but they have not prevented the adoption of public health 

initiatives.  

 

5. Free trade agreements are in place to ensure investment is transparent and open to 

burgeoning markets, ensure non-discriminatory treatment and provide a dispute 

settlement mechanism to defend against any ad hoc government action. We believe that a 

                                                           
1 Article 18(b) of the SAFTA states “… nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to prevent the adoption or 
enforcement by a Party of measures necessary to protect human, animal or plant life or health” 
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