
 
 

 

8 December 2022 
 
Committee Secretary 
House of Representatives Standing Committee on Indigenous Affairs 
PO Box 6021 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Dear Committee Secretary 
 
Inquiry into food security in Australia 
 
The Remote Food Security team, a collaborative conducting food security research with remote 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, welcomes the opportunity to make a 
Submission to the Inquiry into food security in Australia, released on 26 October 2022. 
 
Thank you for considering our response. For further information, please contact: 
Yvonne Cadet-James,  
Vahab Baghbanian,  
Megan Ferguson,  
 
Response to the Inquiry into food security in Australia 
We focus our response on the impact that supply chain distribution has on the cost and 
availability of food on people’s lives in remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 
The cost of healthy food in remote communities is impacted by factors such as the cost of food 
to the store, of freight, and of operating stores in remote Australia [1, 2]. These factors result 
in the high food costs observed in remote communities [3-5] and contribute to the high 
prevalence of food insecurity experienced. Many storeowners and operators implement 
measures to make healthy foods cheaper [6], but there is only so much they can do. Remote 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities should be a focus in the Inquiry due to the 
high rates of food insecurity experienced. Leaders in remote communities and the Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Health Organisations and remote retail providers who work with them, 
have a crucial role in developing solutions which will address the cost of healthy food and 
improve food security. 
 
Recommendations:  
A: Action to address the cost of food to the store, of freight and of operating stores in remote 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities should be considered a priority in relation to 
addressing food insecurity in Australia. 
 
B: Addressing factors which cause food insecurity, including cost and affordability of a healthy 
diet through income and food cost measures, is crucial in improving food security.  
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