Address for submission - please respond by 22/4/13

Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee
PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir / Madam,

re Amendments to the Marriage Bills

Points for discussion.
1. ‘Appointment for life’ or ‘'one year contract'.

Payment of a renewal fee and compliance with whatever additional conditions there might be.

The fee is only applicable to registered CMC authorised under the Marriage Celebrant Program and ministers of
religion whose denommination is not proclaimed under 26 of the Act..

Proposed amount is $240.00 in year one - does this include GST?

A statutory limit of $600.00 to be set (GST?) and to be indexed according to the Consumer Price index. The
actual amount of the annual registration charge is to be determined by the Minister by legislative instrument

Non payment of fees within the time limit.

The provision for immediate and automatic de-registration changes

What happens to the couples you have made a commitment to to perform their weddings? Another celebrant
whom they may not like? Not good for public relations! Change may be at the last minute which may upset
Bride / Mother of the Bride. Bad publicity. Weddings will cost morel
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2. Five Year Review or Annual Review
Answering some questions, including the number of weddings you have done in the past year.
Previously, annual reporting. Change to 5 yr review: save money. Why need to return to annual reporting?

Once annual appointments are signed into law the door is open for additional conditions to be put on renewal of
registrations

In the New Zealand model a celebrant has to have solemnised a minimum number of wedding in the current
year in order to qualifyfor renewal of registration for the following year.
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Removing the “old guard”

If removed there is currently another 1000 new celebrants coming in every two years, so in 5 years we will be
back to where we started
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‘Conflict of Interest’.
Rights to work and rights in work

fee to recover regulatory costs (?) from those who receive the benefit of authorisation
This provision concerns the right of enjoyment of just and favourable conditions of work, including

remuneration.. (uhesEgRe)
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administration of the Marriage Celebrates program
including services delivered to Commonwealth-registered marriage celebrants
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