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UNSW Founders is Australia’s most comprehensive university-based program 
dedicated to entrepreneurial careers and launching startups. 

 
https://unswfounders.com 

 
 

UNSW thanks the committee for the opportunity to contribute our expertise to the Review of 
Education Legislation Amendment (Startup Year and Other Measures) Bill 2023. 

Should you wish to further discuss any issue raised in the submission, please do not hesitate 
to contact our Head of Government Relations Mr Robin Schuck. 

 
 
 
 
 

UNSW acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the Country on which we operate and their continuing 
connection to land, waters, and community. UNSW is located on the unceded territory of the Bedegal 
(Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Paddington campuses) and Ngunnawal peoples (Canberra). We pay our 
respects to their Elders past and present and to our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander clients and staff and to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in our community. 
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About UNSW: 

UNSW is one of the world’s leading research and teaching-intensive universities, known for 
innovative, pioneering research and high-quality education with a global impact. Since our 
foundation in 1949, our aim has been to improve and transform lives through excellence in 
research, outstanding learning and teaching and a commitment to advancing a just society.  

UNSW is especially proud of our Founders Program, which is one of several ways we 
support our community to ensure their cutting-edge ideas are translated into real world 
applications.  

About UNSW Founders 
 
UNSW Founders is Australia’s most comprehensive university-based program dedicated to 
supporting people to pursue entrepreneurial careers and launch startups. 
 
UNSW Founders has the highest number of VC-funded graduate founders who in Australia 
(105 VC-funded founders per 100,000 graduates) over the past 10 years, ranking it the #1 
university for producing the most venture funded startups in Australia,1 and #1 in Australia 
for total capital amount raised.2 
 
Stats: 

- #1 Australian university producing the most venture funded entrepreneurs. 
- #1 Australian university accelerator program for total capital amount raised. 
- #2 in Australian university accelerator for most founders and startups supported in 

2022. 
- #1 for number of Australian university graduate founders who have attracted VC 

funding. 
 

Annually UNSW Founders supports: 
 

- Over 9000 individual people learn entrepreneurial foundational skills. 
- Over 200 startups through coaching, pre-accelerator, and accelerator programs 

 

UNSW is highly supportive of the aims of the Government’s 
Startup Year initiative. 
 

UNSW Founders believes that this Bill has the potential to strengthen and fast track the 
development of innovative solutions for pressing social, environmental, and community-

 
1 Dodd, T. (2022, November 8). The universi�es most likely to graduate future entrepreneurs. The Australian. 
htps://www.theaustralian.com.au/special-reports/the-universi�es-most-likely-tograduate-future-entrepreneurs/news-
story/557e7f1d3074480f1d41ffa2429a2463 
2 PitchBook Universi�es: Top 100 colleges ranked by startup founders. (31 October 2022) Pitchbook 
htps://pitchbook.com/news/ar�cles/pitchbook-university-rankings 
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Student and SY-HELP administration  
 
The introduction of a new SY-HELP loan scheme will require student information system 
enhancements by providers - including the development and implementation of a new in-
house eCAF for SY-HELP and separate entitlement storage applicable to this scheme - 
along with corresponding updates to the TCSI student data reporting and related processes. 

We highlight that these must be factored into timeframes for the broader initiative and any 
pilot as this could pose a roadblock to providers participating, particularly the lead time 
required to develop the eCAF that Startup Year students would be required to complete in 
order to access the loan scheme. 
 
It appears that Startup Year courses would be full fee courses with students able to receive 
an SY-HELP loan for their fees, rather than CGS-style arrangement which would involve the 
Commonwealth Government providing a contribution towards the cost of delivering the 
courses – clarification on this would be greatly appreciated. 
 
While SY-HELP eligibility is detailed, our understanding is that this applies to the loan 
scheme only and that providers would be able to enrol any students (including students who 
are not eligible for SY-HELP) in Startup Year courses. Further detail on related requirements 
will greatly assist providers to plan for participation in the pilot or full program. 
 

Establish program outcomes  
 
One of the most critical elements of a program such as Startup Year is ensuring that the 
participants have a clear understanding of the outcomes and value gained from their 
commitment. 
 
The expectations of the participants and the transparency of the program goals and learning 
outcomes are key to the educational integrity of Australian universities. The Australian 
university sector has a reputation for quality that is world-class. This increases the value of 
Australian qualifications held by graduates and makes Australia a desirable destination for 
students from around the world. Any breach of academic standards weakens the reputation 
of the sector.6 

UNSW endorses Universities Australia’s7 recommendation to establish an expert group to 
support the development of clear outcomes and clarify value to students.  

This will ensure a national standardisation of the Startup Year student experience, a 
benchmark of quality for the Government funding allocation and more successful 
communication of the value of the program to the Australian community. 
 

 
6 htps://www.universi�esaustralia.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/UA-Academic-Integrity-Best-Prac�ce-
Principles.pdf 
7 htps://www.universi�esaustralia.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/UA-Submission-Startup-Year-
Consulta�on-1.pdf 
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