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Introduction  

1. The Department of Home Affairs (the Department) welcomes the opportunity to provide this 

supplementary submission to the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security to assist the 

Committee’s review of the re-listing of Al-Shabaab, Hamas’ Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, the Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party (the PKK), Lashkar-e-Tayyiba and Palestinian Islamic Jihad as terrorist organisations 
under the Criminal Code Act 1995 (the Criminal Code). 

2. In its September 2018 report on the previous re-listing of the PKK, the PJCIS recommended that 

Government agencies engage further with Kurdish communities and provide specific advice on the 
conduct that would fall within the ambit of criminal conduct under the Criminal Code. It recommended the 

advice also detail the types of communications that, in accordance with the implied right of political 
communication, would not engage provisions of the Criminal Code.1 

3. In July 2020, the Government accepted this recommendation, noting that Government agencies are 

unable to provide legal advice and that individuals and organisations should seek independent legal 
advice in relation to their specific circumstances.2 

4. The purpose of this supplementary submission is to provide further information on the Department’s 

implementation of the Committee’s September 2018 recommendation, to assist the Committee in its 
current review of the re-listings. 

 

Consultation with Kurdish community organisations 

Implementation of 2018 PJCIS recommendation 

5. In response to the Committee’s 2018 recommendation and the Government’s subsequent acceptance of 

that recommendation, the Department’s community liaison officers in Sydney and Melbourne have 
continued to conduct outreach to a number of Kurdish community groups. 

6. Meetings between the Department and Kurdish community organisations have been conducted on a 
range of issues. Engagements (in reverse chronological order) have included: 

Date Community organisation Organisation Location 

25 May 2021 Federation of Democratic Kurdish Society-
Australia Sydney 

9 November 2020 Kurdish Democratic Centre of Victoria Melbourne 

6 October 2020 
Federation of Democratic Kurdish Society-
Australia; Kurdish Democratic Centre of 
Victoria 

Sydney, Melbourne 

23 September 2020 Kurdish Democratic Centre of Victoria Melbourne 

7 September 2020 Kurdish Lobby Australia Sydney 

                                              
 
1 Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security, Report on the review of the re-listing of five 
organisations and the listing of two organisations as terrorist organisations under the Criminal Code, 20 
September 2018, p. 15. 
2 Australian Government response to the Committee’s 2018 report, 25 August 2020, p. 2.  
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Date Community organisation Organisation Location 

6 August 2020 United Kurdish of New South Wales Sydney 

16 April 2020 Federation of Democratic Kurdish Society-
Australia Sydney 

8 November 2019 Kurdish Democratic Community Centre of 
Victoria Melbourne 

10 October 2019 United Kurdish of New South Wales Sydney 

7. The Department has considered and responded to correspondence from individuals and community 
organisations with regard to the re-listing of the PKK. 

8. The Department has also published a fact sheet (Attachment A) for the purpose of engaging with 
communities on terrorist organisation listings, including the scope of terrorist organisation offences. The 

fact sheet is publicly available on the Australian Government’s National Security website at 
www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/Listedterroristorganisations. 

Outcome of consultation 

9. The Department’s community engagement program provides a mechanism for community members to 

engage with Departmental officials on their priorities and concerns. During the meetings conducted over 

the last 16 months, the Department’s community liaison officers have discussed a range of issues with a 

number of Kurdish groups including, in some instances, the PKK listing, as well as other issues of 
concern, such as the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Kurdish community.  

10. Discussion of the PKK listing with Departmental officials has primarily reiterated Kurdish community views 

on the Turkish Government’s relationship with the community, human rights issues affecting the Kurdish 
community in Turkey, and their perspective that the PKK’s activities should be governed by international 
humanitarian law rather than counter-terrorism law.  

11. The Department noted Kurdish community views when considering re-listing of the PKK. With regards to 
the Kurdish community’s view that PKK’s activities should be governed by international humanitarian law,  

the Department notes the Australian Government’s longstanding view that international humanitarian law 

does not prevent, and is not relevant to, the application of Australia’s domestic counter-terrorism 
legislation to acts of terrorism that occur within an armed conflict. 
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Attachment A – Terrorist Organisation factsheet 
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