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List of current skilled visas – February 2020 
Category  Visa Who is it for: 

Employer Sponsored Employer Nomination Scheme 
(subclass 186) 

Individuals who are nominated by employers. 

Skilled Independent Skilled Independent visa (subclass 
189) 

Individuals who are invited to apply for this visa based 
on their Expression of Interest (EOI) score (the Points 
tested stream), as well as eligible New Zealand citizens 
(the New Zealand stream).  

Regional Regional Sponsored Migration 
Scheme (subclass 187) 

Individuals who are sponsored by regional employers.  

Skilled Work Regional 
(Provisional) visa (subclass 491) 

Individuals who are either nominated by an Australian 
state or territory government agency or sponsored by 
an eligible relative to live, work and study in regional 
Australia. 

Skilled Employer Sponsored 
Regional (provisional) visa 
(subclass 494) 

Individuals who are sponsored by regional employers. 

Skilled Regional visa (subclass 
887) 

Individuals who have lived and worked in regional 
Australia for at least 2 years on an eligible visa and 
who wish to apply for permanent residence. 

State and Territory 
Nominated 

Skilled Nominated visa (subclass 
190)    

Individuals who are nominated by an Australian state 
or territory government agency. 

Business Innovation 
and Investment 
Program  

Business Talent (Permanent) visa 
(subclass 132)* 

Individuals who have a demonstrated history of 
success or talent in innovation, investment and 
business and are able to make a significant 
contribution to the national innovation system and 
the Australian economy. 

Business Innovation and 
Investment (provisional) visa 
(subclass 188) 

Business Innovation and 
Investment (permanent) visa 
(subclass 888) 

Holders of a subclass 188 visa who wish to apply for 
permanent residence. 

Global Talent 
Program  

The program is not confined to a 
specific visa subclass, however, 
the primary visa pathway used 
for new applicants is the 
Distinguished Talent visa. 

Individuals highly skilled in one of the target sectors. 
Currently these are Resources; Agri-food and AgTech; 
Energy; Health industries; Defence, advanced 
manufacturing and space; Circular economy; Digitech; 
Infrastructure and tourism; Financial services and 
FinTech; and Education. 

Distinguished Talent  Distinguished Talent visa 
(subclass 858) 

Individuals who have an internationally recognised 
record of exceptional and outstanding achievement in 
a profession, a sport, the arts, or academia and 
research. 

Temporary work 

Temporary Work (Skilled) 
(subclass 457) and Temporary 
Skill Shortage visa (subclass 482) 

Individuals with suitable skills and experience who 
have been nominated by an employer to work in an 
occupation that is listed on one of the skilled 
occupation lists. 

 
 
* This visa will be closed to new applications from 1 July 2021.  
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