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Maintaining the currency and vibrancy of Australia’s national capital as a source of pride 
and international recognition

All of our national memory institutions matter. But the spotlight does not fall equally on them all.

The greatest media attention always seems to go to the Australian War Memorial, the National 
Library, the National Gallery and – perhaps to a lesser extent – the National Museum. The other 
institutions tend to have a lower profile, and the NFSA falls into this group. This short changes 
the depth and scope of what the National Capital has to offer.

Australia has a proud and innovative history in the audiovisual media. It has pioneered change 
and has consistently punched above its weight.  It deserves a higher profile: popular culture 
relates to everyone.

Raising the profile of Australia’s national capital and its symbolic importance in reflecting 
the character, values and identity of Australia

National memory institutions are the jewel of national capital cities. As the home of a nation’s 
culture and heritage they set the tone for the city. Supporting them brings more people to the 
city, as is evidenced by the success of blockbuster exhibitions. These visitors then explore other 
features of the capital, and all institutions have the capacity to attract visitors.

It is especially vital to enthuse young people about their national capital and national heritage. In 
the past, the NFSA has maintained a highly successful education program for visiting school 
groups. In recent years, like its other public programs, it has been curtailed because of shrinking 
budgets. This decline needs to be reversed.

20th and 21st century Australia has in many ways been shaped and defined by its films, broadcast 
media, music, and more recently its social media. Radio has historically held together a sparsely 
populated continent. We have distinct musical traditions. Our unique and laconic sense of 
humour has been reflected in films, radio and television as we have asserted our cultural identity 
in the face of strong overseas influences. 

The profile of Canberra and its institutions is underpinned by the adequacy of their funding and 
the quality of their leadership.  It is no secret that all our memory institutions (the Australian 
War Memorial excepted) have been run down over the last decade, losing staff and expertise. 
Over this time their Boards have been politicised as well.  The present Government has begun 
addressing these problems and is reviewing the practice of Board appointments. The capacity of 
our institutions to curate and present the national story is dependent on their being adequately 
resourced and expertly led.  

Consider the importance of Australia’s national capital in highlighting our sporting, 
cultural and tourism potential

The NFSA building, formerly the Australian Institute of Anatomy, is heritage listed. One of 
Canberra’s earliest public buildings, it is reputedly haunted (yes, there are ghost tours), its 
courtyard is a quiet oasis for coffee or lunch and there are exhibitions to view. The Arc Cinema is 
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