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PO Box A147 
Sydney South 

NSW 1235 
DX 585 Sydney 

 
www.alhr.org.au 

Committee Secretary 
Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security 
PO Box 6021 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600  

By email: pjcis@aph.gov.au 
 

Dear Committee Secretary 

Inquiry into the provisions of the Foreign Interference Transparency 
Scheme Bill 2017 – Supplementary Submission 
Australian Lawyers for Human Rights (ALHR) has previously made a submission in relation to the 
proposed Foreign Interference Transparency Scheme Bill (‘the Bill’) and would appreciate the 
opportunity to provide this supplementary submission in relation to the Committee’s current Inquiry 
following on from the changes to the National Security Legislation Amendment (Espionage and Foreign 
Interference) Bill 2017 included in Submission 40.1 from the Attorney General’s Department. 

Consistency in concept of ‘foreign principal’ 
1. ALHR notes that ‘foreign principal’ is defined in the National Security Legislation Amendment 

(Espionage and Foreign Interference) Bill 2017 more narrowly than in the Foreign Interference 
Transparency Scheme Bill.  The new Section 90.2 inserted by the National Security Legislation 
Amendment (Espionage and Foreign Interference) Bill 2017 defines ‘foreign principal’ in general 
terms as including a:  

• foreign government 

• foreign government authority 

• foreign political party 

• terrorist organisation 

• public international organisation, or  

• subsidiary entity or organisation of the above. 

2. Foreign businesses and individuals (unless acting on behalf of one of those entities) are not 
covered by the ‘foreign interference’ sections 92.2, 92.3 and 92.4 of the National Security 
Legislation Amendment (Espionage and Foreign Interference) Bill 2017, unlike the situation 
under the Foreign Interference Transparency Scheme Bill which regulates communications 
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ALHR 
ALHR was established in 1993 and is a national association of Australian solicitors, barristers, 
academics, judicial officers and law students who practise and promote international human rights law 
in Australia. ALHR has active and engaged National, State and Territory committees and specialist 
thematic committees. Through advocacy, media engagement, education, networking, research and 
training, ALHR promotes, practices and protects universally accepted standards of human rights 
throughout Australia and overseas. 

 

 

APPENDIX 
 

The following description is based on the requirements in the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-
Terrorism Financing Act 2006 (AML Act) 
 
‘politically exposed person’ or ‘PEP’ means an individual: 
(1)  who holds a prominent public position or function in a government body or an international 

organisation, including: 
(a)  Head of State or head of a country or government; or 
(b)   government minister or equivalent senior politician; or  
(c)   senior government official; or  
(d)   Judge of the High Court of Australia, the Federal Court of Australia or a Supreme Court of 

a State or Territory, or a Judge of a court of equivalent seniority in a foreign country or 
international organisation; or  

(e)   governor of a central bank or any other position that has comparable influence to the 
Governor of the Reserve Bank of Australia; or  

(f)   senior foreign representative, ambassador, or high commissioner; or  
(g)   high-ranking member of the armed forces; or  
(h)   board chair, chief executive, or chief financial officer of, or any other position that has 

comparable influence in, any State enterprise or international organisation; and  
(2)  who is an immediate family member of a person referred to in paragraph (1), including: 

(a)   a spouse; or  
(b)   a de facto partner2; or  
(c)   a child and a child's spouse or de facto partner; or  
(d)   a parent; and  

(3)  who is a close associate of a person referred to in paragraph (1), which means any individual 
who is known (having regard to information that is public or readily available) to have: 
(a)  joint beneficial ownership of a legal entity or legal arrangement with a person referred to in 

paragraph (1); or  
(b)  sole beneficial ownership of a legal entity or legal arrangement that is known to exist for the 

benefit of a person described in paragraph (1).  
 

 

                                                
2  NOTE: The term ‘de facto partner’ is defined in the Acts Interpretation Act 1901 and the terms ‘foreign 

country’ and ‘government body’ are defined in the AML Act. 
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