
 

 

Air Commodore RM Tilley 

Director General 

Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 

Brindabella Business Park

PO Box 7925 

CANBERRA   BC ACT  2610 

 

 

 

 

Mr Graham Perrett MP 

Chair 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 

Parliament House 

CANBERRA ACT 2600 

 

Dear Mr Perrett 

 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT 

DEFENCE FUEL TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM – TRANCHE 2 FACILITIES 

PROJECT  

 

1. The Defence Fuel Transformation Program – Tranche 2 Facilities Project (the Project) was 

referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works on  

12 September 2023. The Project proposes to deliver facilities and infrastructure at  

10 sites across Australia. 

a. Garden Island Defence Precinct (GIDP), New South Wales; 

b. RAAF Base Learmonth, Western Australia; 

c. Australian Defence Satellite Communications Station (ADSCS) Geraldton, Western 

Australia; 

d. Jindalee Operational Radar Network (JORN), Laverton, Western Australia; 

e. Jindalee Operational Radar Network (JORN), Longreach, Queensland; 

f. Lavarack Barracks, Queensland; 

g. Borneo Barracks, Cabarlah, Queensland; 

h. Puckapunyal Military Area, Victoria; 

i. Army Testing Grounds (ATG) Monegeetta, Victoria; and 

j. Joint Proof and Experimental Unit (JPEU) Port Wakefield, South Australia. 

2. This letter is to inform the Committee of the nature and extent of community consultation 

that has been undertaken by the Department of Defence for these proposed works. The aim of the 

consultation is to ensure local communities and other stakeholders are: 

a. well informed about the Project details through effective and proven communication 

channels; and 

b. provided the opportunity to raise any concerns or issues, or to seek further information so 

that, wherever feasible, Defence can address these within the Project.  

3. The following stakeholder and community consultation activities have been delivered in 

accordance with the Project’s comprehensive Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan: 
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a. establishing a Project email address to receive submissions and questions about the Project – 

these details are included in the example shown at Annex A; 

b. updating the Defence website with details about the community information sessions – these 

details are included in the screenshot at Annex A; 

c. advertising community information sessions in relevant local newspapers in Learmonth, 

Kojarena, Laverton, Puckapunyal, Monegeetta, Townsville (Murray), Cabarlah, Longreach, 

Port Wakefield and Sydney – these details are included in the example advertisement shown 

at Annex A; 

d. conducting three community information sessions via MS Teams for Western Australia, 

South Australia and Victoria (combined) on 4 October 2023, and Queensland on 5 October 

2023; and 

e. organising a Public Consultation Drop-in session for New South Wales at the Holiday Inn, 

Potts Point on 9 October 2023.  

The type of information Defence presented to the public at the Virtual sessions and Drop-in 

session is shown at Annex B, and the level of attendance is provided at Annex C.  

f. inviting key stakeholders, including Federal, State and Local Members of Government, and 

local community and business groups, to receive a personal briefing about the Project – an 

example of the invitation that was sent is at  

Annex D. 

4. A list of all stakeholders engaged by the Project, including the status of each engagement, is 

provided at Annex E. A summary of topics and key issues raised during community information 

sessions is provided at Annex F.  

5. Information about the proposed works was generally well received at the community 

information sessions and feedback to date has been supportive. Defence has not been made aware of 

any objections to the proposed works. One Confidential submission and one submission from City 

of Sydney dated 12 October 2023 have been lodged with the Committee. A letter of offer for an 

additional online briefing prior to the PWC Hearing has been sent to the City of Sydney.   

6. Comments raised by members of the community were mainly focused on: 

a. gaining more insight about the Project and comprehending the potential impacts related to 

noise, visual elements and access; and 

b. the Project need and the selection of the 10 sites.  

7. Consultation activities have concluded. Defence will provide a briefing to Federal, State and 

Local Members of Government contacted during the consultation process should they request one. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 
RM Tilley  
Air Commodore  

Director General Capital Facilities and Infrastructure  

 

24 October 2023 
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Annexes:  

A. Newspaper Advertisements, Updates to Defence website page for Defence Fuel 

Transformation Program 

B. Examples of Community Information Session Resources (Information Boards, Fact sheet, 

Presentation slide deck) 

C. Community Information Session Attendance and Summary 

D. Example of Letter of Invitation to Key Stakeholders 

E. Status of Key Stakeholder Communications 

F. Summary of Topics and Key Issues Raised during Community Information Sessions
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DIGITAL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Sydney, NSW– Garden Island Defence 
Precinct  

News Ltd. Digital 
(news.com.au) 

28 September 2023 to 8 
October 2023 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE OF NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS 

Kojarena, WA - ADSCS: Advertisements published in Geraldton Guardian and Midwest 

Times.  
 
Learmonth, WA - RAAF Base Learmonth: Advertisements published in The West Australian 
and Pilbara News – Karratha.  
 
Laverton, WA- JORN: Advertisement published in Kalgoorlie Miner. 
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EXAMPLE OF NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
Puckapunyal, VIC - Puckapunyal Military Area: Advertisements published in Kilmore - 
North Central Review and Seymour Telegraph.  

 
Monegeetta, VIC - ATG: Advertisements published in Sunbury & Macedon Ranges Star 
Weekly. 

 
Port Wakefield, SA - JPEU: Advertisements published in Plains Producer and Yorke 
Peninsula Country Times. 
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EXAMPLE OF NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS 
 
Townsville (Murray), QLD - Lavarack Barracks: Advertisements published in Townsville 
Bulletin. 
 
Cabarlah, QLD - Borneo Barracks: Advertisements published in Toowoomba Chronicle. 
 
Longreach, QLD - JORN Longreach: Advertisements published in Longreach Leader. 
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EXAMPLE OF NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS 

Sydney, NSW: Garden Island Defence Precinct: Advertisements published in the Daily 

Telegraph. 

 

Sydney, NSW: Garden Island Defence Precinct: Advertisements published in the Wentworth 

Courier. 
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EXAMPLE OF DIGITAL ADVERTISEMENT 

Sydney, NSW: Garden Island Defence Precinct: Advertisements published in the News Ltd. 

Digital (news.com.au) 
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EXAMPLE OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS DEFENCE WEBSITE  

 

A snapshot of the Defence website (www.defence.gov.au) displaying the updates along with 

the provided email address. 
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Annex B 

EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(INFORMATION BOARDS) 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(INFORMATION BOARDS) 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(INFORMATION BOARDS) 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(INFORMATION BOARDS) 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(FACT SHEET) 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(FACT SHEET) 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(FACT SHEET) 
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EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 

(FACT SHEET) 
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PROJECT VIRTUAL SESSION PRESENTATION 

 

The presentation slide deck, tailored for each package – West (WA), South (VIC and SA), 

and North (QLD), was shared during the Virtual Community Consultation Sessions. An 

example of the West package is provided below.   
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PROJECT VIRTUAL SESSION PRESENTATION 
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PROJECT VIRTUAL SESSION PRESENTATION 
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PROJECT VIRTUAL SESSION PRESENTATION 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION - VIRTUAL 

ATTENDANCE AND SUMMARY 

Key points raised: 

South Australia and Victoria 

 No Attendance. 

 

Western Australia 

 Shared an overview of the Defence Fuel Transformation Project and its objectives 

 Discussed a walkthrough of the presentation 

 Shared details of the scope of works planned for the Project and in particular, the WA 

sites 

 Provided information about the project timeline and the PWC approval process 

 Advised that Defence’s Project Team can be reached for any additional information or 

clarification as required 

 Questioned the rationale behind the selection of the 10 sites over others and the 

motivation behind the Project 

 Requested information about when the network review was conducted 

 Sought additional details on why the RAAF Base Learmonth site was considered a 

priority 

 Inquired about the Project’s financial aspects and how they align with the current 

budget or cost situation 

 Requested more information about the Tranche 3 component of the Project 

 The responses were well-received by the attendee.  

 

Queensland 

 Shared an overview of the Defence Fuel Transformation Project and its objectives 

 Discussed a walkthrough of the presentation 

 Shared details of the scope of works planned for the Project and, in particular, the 

QLD sites 

 Provided information about the Project timeline and the PWC approval process 

 Advised that Defence’s Project Team can be reached for any additional information or 

clarification as required 

 An attendee from the local government highlighted the Project scope was 

straightforward and mentioned having no concerns. The attendee also expressed 

confidence that it may not require local government planning approval.  
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and submission 

process 

process and walked them through how to submit any 

inquiries or feedback. 

Asked about 

Garden Island 

Defence Precinct 

Redevelopment 

Project 

Local Resident Defence acknowledged that the redevelopment project 

is a separate project. Information is available on the 

virtual engagement room (website) and more 

information will be shared in the future. 

The resident expressed satisfaction with the response. 
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